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The Right Honourable 
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Eau che Importunity of Friends, 
— but E n Failinge of ſome 
of them, were the true Cauſe of pub- 
lihing theſe following Dialogues. In 
dedicating which to Your Lordſhip, I 
_— I think, be taxed with either 
Deſign, or Flattery, or any other Mo- 
tive Teneah the Dignity of a Scholar, 
or a Gentleman; becauſe the Title of 
Your Lordſhip, whom I would propoſe 
as a ſhining Example of a degenerate 
A 4 Ages 
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* 


of the Author. 
Such is, my Lord, Your known 
Modeſty, and humble Opinion of Your 
ſelf, that although in other Affairs no 
one excels Top a diſtinguiſhing 
Judgement, yet fe I am apt to think, 
that the whole Town will apply the 
Character, before Your L. 
perceive that You are meg by it. 
, To whom could cel Pager with 
greater Propriety be Inſcribed, than to 
2 pPerſon of Your extraordinary Merit ? 
Who, whilſt: You. ſurpaſs the Genera- 
lity of Mankind in. thoſe _ Accom- 
iſnments of good Senſe, Learning, 
and a fine Taſte; who, whilſt Riches 
and Honour aggrandize Your Lord- 
ſmhip's Name; and, whilſt You well 
know how to Act up to Your Digni- 
ty are careful to ſhewy by Your con- 
ſtant Behaviour, that true Knowledge 
leads directly to Virtue; that Politeneſs 
is far from being inconſiſtent with Pie- 
3 ty; and that it is Your Lordlhip's 
1 | ; Choice, 


| Age, is concealed, as well as the Name 
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Choice, rather to he a good Man, and 
a good Chriſtian, than to be admired 
or- adored for Your Literature, Your 
Wealth, or Your Titles. 

Goodneſs and Chriſtianity are, my 
Lord, the Jewels that can moſt enno- 
ble, and add the greateſt Luſtre to a 
Coroner. They are what the nobleſt 
Peers need not be aſhamed of, nay more, 
what the greateſt Kings may glory in. 
To Your illuſtrious Rank it is given, 
to ſet Patterns to the World, which is 
very ready to follow implicitely whi- 
therſoever You lead them. If then, 
my Lord, ſuch ſhining Virtues as Tow 
poſſeſs, Werc more common in Per ſons 
of a noble Birth and Station, we ſhould 


ſoon hope to ſee the happy and diffu- 


five Effects of it; Goodneſs would re- 
vive among us, and Virtue again grow 
faſhionable. 

In the following Papers, the holy 
and honourable Eſtate of Matrimony is 
vindicated from the low Teſts and baſe 


Aſperſions of our modern Wits; and 
: the 


The DEDISATION. 


the criminal Commerce of the Sexes, 
fhewa to be attended with the utmoſt 
Inconveniences, and wholly unbeco- 
ming both the Man, anc — Chri- 

Lord, ives Yout 


Thi $ 1 my. 
Loxdlhip a farther Title to them 3 ſince 
You are remarkably ha JA both as an 
and as a Fat r; and are fo 
Conſpicuous for Your regglar and ex- 
cellent Behaviour under both thoſe Re- 
lations. 
There are fame Pleaſures too great 
to admit of any Deſcri ption: Of this 
Kind is that which charms a, generous 
Breaſt, when we behold Your Lord- 
ſhip, and Your amiable Conſort, at the 
Head of a numerous and hopeful Off- 
| ſpring; when we there ſee the juſteſt 
Picture of conjugal Affection, and pa- 
" ternal Concern, of brotherly Love, 

and filial Duty. A Sight which de- 
lights both God and Man! 

If we deſcend to a more particular 
Niev, we cannot but obſerve the In- 
fluence 


The DEDICAT ION. 
fluence which Your Lordſhip's Exams 
ple hath upon Your Domeflicks. Yout 
utter Averſion to every Thing which 
incroaches upon the Rules of Modeſty 
and Sobriety, have rendered all Yout 
Servants grave and fober, regular and 
decent in their Behaviour. You look 
on them as if they were Your Chil 
dren, and treat them with Mildneſs and 
Humanity; and they love and reli 
Your Lordſhip as a Father. Whilf 
You re-mind them of rheir Duty to 
God, chey never fail of paying a faith- 
ful Service and cheerful Obedience to 
Your Lordſhip. \ hn 

And now, my Lord, having bor- 
rowed of You this valuable Family- 
Piece, for the World to copy; I can 
only wiſh that, like skilful Artiſts, they 
would induſtriouſly aim at taking the 
exact Likeneſs ; that they would care- 
fully follow every Stroke of the Pencil, 
and endeavour to expreſs not only the 
Attitude and Proportion, but the Paſ- 
ſions, the Colouring, and all thoſe ex- 


quiſite 
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quiſi te Touches which every judicious 
Eye diſcovers. with Delight. In the 
mean time; let me intreat Your Lord- 

| 3 to preſerve the Original with all 
poſſible Care, that it may not be either 
lemiſhed or ſullied; and then, my 

Lord, the more of Age it can boaſt, it 
will be ſtill the more valuable: Time, 
which defaces moſt Things, will mel- 
low the Colours, will 3 Beauties 
yet unregarded, will highly improve 
the Piece and make Ry worth - far 
aboye any Eſtimation, as its Excellence 
is now above the Imitation of an ordi-. 


nary Artiſt, 


5 vn the greateſt Reſp 
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Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 


OSSETIA IIIIIIIISESISS 
PD ALOGCV:S,4 


BENTIVOLIO and ANTON1o0. 
Bentivolio. FRO OD Morrow to you, 
| Sir; for I think you are 
Antonio tho' I can ſcarce 


believe my Eyes. | 

Antonio. Your Servant, good Bentivolio ; 
why; is your Friend fo altered within theſe few 
Days, that you hardly know him ? 

Bent. No, Antonio, not as to your Perſon ; 
but in another Reſpect: for when, as ſoon 
as the Sun roſe, I, according to my uſual Cu- 
ſtom, leſt my Bed, to take a Turn here in 
the Temple-Gardens, that I might enjoy the 
Benefit of the cool Morning Breeze, admire 
the Beauties of the Seaſon, and indulge my 
ſelf in a Morning's Walk, before I fix d my 


ſelf to my Studies; I fell into an agrecable 
B Muſing 


4 


| 
| 
| 
| 
. 


; 20 be. Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 


Muſing upon an improving Subject; and lit- 


_ tle expected to be interrupted in it, by any 
of my Neighbours ; but leaſt of all by you, 


Antonio, whom I thought to have found three 


or four Hours hence in your Chambers, wrapt 


up in Sleep and Down, 

Ant. Why; really, Bentivolio, it is ſome- 
what unuſual for me to be here ſo ſoon; and 
the Reaſon you ſee me out of my Chambers 
lo carly, is, becauſe I have not been in them 
ſince Yeſterday. 

Bent. Why ; Yeſterday was a tempting 
Day; and I ſhould imagine you had rode into 
the Country, but that you have no Boots on, 
to make me conjecture you are juſt return d. 

Aut. No, Sir ; as for my Country Lodgings, 
I have been taken up ſo much for ſome 


Weeks, that I have not had time to ride once 


thither. | 
Bent. Oe | now L recallect my ſelf, your 


— TT 


pertinent, 1 ſhould — that you 7 your 
Evening with them. 
* gy IANS can never be to Inquiſitive 

in my Affairs. I love their Company very 
__ but yet I have ſpent the Hours ſince, 
Yeſterday i in Company far morc agrecable. 


The charming Aer aſia.— 


Bent. Why; Charming and Witchcraft are | 


and . without 


bt near a-Kin, Autonio; 
ſome- 
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The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 3 
ſomething of that Kind, one would think it 
impoſſible, that a Man of your good Senſe 
ſhould not only allow your ſelf in ſuch Liber- 
ties, but talk of them in all Companies, and 
ſeem to pride your ſelf in publiſhing what is 
the chief Blemiſh I ever obſerved in your 
Character. This Subject may, perhaps, be 
ungrateful to you ; but I know you will ex- 
cuſe the Friendly Freedom I take: And now 
our Heads are cool, and the Morning ſerene; 


let me beg of you, whilſt we take a few Turns 


in this pleaſant Walk, to tell me how you 
Gentlemen ſatisfy your ſelves in the Liberties 
you take? What Ground you go upon, when 
you indulge your ſelves in this faulty Com- 
merce with the other Sex ? 

Ant, Faulty do you call it, Bentivolio? 
why; We have different Notions of Things. 
We look upon it as no Fault at all, or at 
leaſt a Peccadillo, a mere trifling Itregus 
larity. ; 

Bent. Do you ſo? Then let me tell my 
dear Friend, that ſuch an Opinion has no 
good Reaſons to ſupport it. | 

Ant. Fy, fy Bentivolio; you talk like 
an old Man that has loſt the Reliſh of Gal- 
lantry. Women are made for Men. Our In- 
clinations puſh us on; and we can never think 
it.a Fault to gratify thoſe Appetites Which 
Nature hath planted in us; | 


B 2 Bent. 
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Bent. Why; here I agree with you; our 
Creator hath given us Appetites, and doth 
not deny us the Gratification of them. 

Ant. Well then, why did you blame me, 
for what you your ſelf ſeem now to allow. 

Bent. Dear Antonio, our Appetites may 
be gratified, but this Gratification of them 
ſhould be ſubje& to the Regulations of Rea- 
ſon and Religion. We muſt not indulge 
them too far; nor let them exceed thoſe 


Bounds hols God and Nature have fixed, 


and Reaſon and Revelation ſuggeſt. to us. 
We may gratify our natural Inclination for 
the other Sex; but it muſt be in ſuch a Man- 
ner, and with thoſe Reſtraints which are nei- 
ther unbecoming a Man nor a Chriſtian. 

Ant. You ſeem,  Bentivolio, to ſpeak like 
a Caſuiſt: Pray then be ſo good as to tell me 
how to Act. I am no Salamander, to live in 
the Fite, and nõt be burnt ; I can't ſee. an 
agreeable Woman, and like a ſtupid Stock 
feel no Emotion, What muſt I do then? 
What Courſe would you have me take? Is it 
in my Power w wholly: to eradicate my Paſſion 
ſor the Sex? on 

Bent. It 1s not, Antonio; ; but you may re- 
gulate, and ſettle this licentious and wandring 
Inclination, and fix it wholly on ſome one 
happy Lady, whom your Prudence ſhall di- 
rect you in the Choice of. 
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The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 5 
— Ant. What! you'd have me marry, would 
you? Well Sir, good Morrow to you; 1 
ſhall ſoon be tired of walking, if your Ca- 
ſuiſtry comes to that. 

Bent. Not in ſuch haſte, Antonio. Suppoſe 
now I could prove to you "that Matrimony 1s 
beſt calculated to promote the Happineſs of 
Mankind, and that the Vice, you are ſo much 
addicted to, is directly deſtructive of it; and 
conſequently is what a reaſonable Creature 
ſhould avoid, even if it was not forbid ; if I 
could ſhew you that your preſent Way of li- 
ving is attended with all poſſible Inconve- 
niences, and that the pretended Liberty you 
boaſt of, is the heavieſt Slavery: Nay, if I 
could - convince you beyond Contradiction, 
that there is more Pleaſure to be expected in a 
married State, than in promiſcuous Embraces, 
and living upon the Common : Suppofing I 
ſhould 'plainly demonſtrate all this, what 
would you do then, Antonio; would you not 
abhor and leave the Vice you are nom ſo ad- 
dicted to? | 

Ant. Ay, if you could make this out, 
Bentivolio, you would have many Converts ; 
the Clergy would be much obliged to you for 
Increaſing their Income from Marriage Dues ; 
and not only I, but moſt other Men of Plea- 
{ure would run full ſpeed into the Marriage 
Nooſe, and avoid what you call a Vice. 


BD 3 Bent. 
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Bent. I ſtick not to ſtile it a Vice. 'The 
World calls it by a harſher Name, which might 
perhaps offend your Ears ; it may, be, if I 
call it Fornication, you will want to have the 
Term ſoftened. But if the Action be really in 
it ſelf bad, the moſt favourable e Vo 
can never. alter its Nature, or excule it from 
being Vicious. I think it no Shame, Antonio, 
for a Gentleman to read his Bible ; and could | 
directly ſhew in how many places, and under 
what ſevere Penalties it is there forbid, But wa- 
ving this, for the preſent, ſince you ſeem not 
to be in a3 Temper to hear Proofs of that Na- 
ture : Let us, if you will, take it for granted 
that God has actually forbid i it, which I ſhall 
be at any time ready to make good; and 
then let us conſider how reaſonable it is 
that Fornication ſhould be prohibited. 

Ant, You judge perfectly right, Sir; I am 
for no Divinity at preſent ; Arguments of ano- 
ther Nature are more agreeable to the Com- 
plexion of us Men of: Pleaſure ; we are no 
deep Divines ; and for my part, I acknow- 
ledge that I do not look in my Bible ſo of- 
ten as I ought to do-. 

Bent. It is my Opinion, every Chriſtian 
ought to be ſomething af a Divine; and to be 
as well acquainted with the Scriptures, as a 
Lawyer with Magra Charta, and thoſe Sta- 
tutes which Inſure the Liberties of the Sub- 


ject, and teach them their Duty. But let that 
pals: 
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paſs :——-And now will you promiſe to hear 
me with Patience, if I go on with my De- 
ſign. 
Ant. Well, Bentivolio, ſince you have be- 


gun, I'll hear all you have to ſay ; upon Con- 
dition, that you won't engroſs all the Diſ- 


courſe to your ſelf, but let me put in a Word 


now and then, and not look upon it as an 
unmannerly Interruption. 

Bent. As you, no doubt, will defend your 
Opinion to the utmoſt, you have all the Li- 
berty, you ſhall deſire, of weakning my Ar- 
guments, or of correcting me when I ſay any 
thing that will not bear the Touch. 

To begin then, (after firſt obſervidg that 
an Enquiry into the Reaſons why-Fornication 
is ſtrictly forbidden, will be of great Uſe, in 
convincing us that it muſt be contrary to 
God's Will, and as ſuch is to be ayoided, e- 
ven if there were no known Precept againſt 
it : In confirming us in our Opinion that it is 
actually forbidden: and in making us admire 
the Wiſdom and Fitneſs of God's Laws, be 
the readier to obey them, and the more con- 
cern'd for any former Breach of them.) 

The firſt Reaſon why Fornication is and 
ſhould be prohibited, is this; That whereas 
our Creator has in his Wiſdom been pleas'd 
to appoint an excellent and good Scheme for 
the Conduct of Mankind in this Affair; this 


Liberty you Gentlemen take is contrary to, and 
B 4 deſtructive 
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deſtructive of this wiſe Ordinance, and brings 
in nothing but Impurity, Confuſion, and Diſ- 
order into the Creation ; inſtead of that. San- 
Qity and Order, which the Obſervation of 
God's Appointment would preſerye in it. 
The Scheme eſtabliſh'd is this: That every 
Man who ſo deſires, ſhould take to himſelf 
one Woman to be proper and peculiar to him- 
ſelf, and that thenceforth theſe two ſhould be 
looked upon as one, and live together in Love, 
and Amity, being a Help and a Comfort to 
each other, applying that common Appetite 
whichhe hath implanted in their Nature to 
the Gereration of Children; whom they are 
to nurſe and provide for while Voung, to 
bring up and inſtruct diligently in the Paths 
of Virtue and Knowledge, and to ſettle and 
fix in ſome honeſt and lawful Calling, when 
>: at Years of Maturity. And how much better 
and wiſer this Ordinance is, than if the Sexes 
were-permitted to join like the Beaſts without 
any Limitation, will manifeſtly e from 
the following Conſiderations. 

1. That this Appointment of God is more 

| ſuitable to the Dignity: of our Nature. For it 
muſt. be conſidered that, tho' the Body of Man 
be formed ont of the Duſt of the Earth, as the 
Bodies of Beaſts were; and therefore Man as he 
is framed of the ſame Materials and as his Being 
and Kind are to be preſerved by the ſame Me- 
thods, has the ſame natural Appetites implanted 

100 | in 
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in him as they have ; yet is Man a Creature of 
a much ſuperior Order, and his Soul of yaſtly 
greater Excellency than the Souls of Brutes ; 
for which Reaſon the Divine Wiſdom did not 
think fit to leave Man to range at Liberty, 
and fatisfy his Appetites like the Beaſts; but, 
as he is capable of directing his Actions by 
Reaſon, to diſcern Good from Bad, and 
Right from Wrong, and diſcover the Advan- 
tages of ſuch an Appointment, laid this Ap- 
petite in him under certain Limitations, and 
Reſtraints, and required that he ſhould uſe 
his Reaſon in the Government of it, appoint- 
ing for the lawful Satisfaction of it, the Or- 
dinance of Wedlock, an Inſtitution, which 
on many Accounts, is more pure and excellent, 
and better ſuited to the Dignity of our Na- 
ture, than to be left to our Liberty like the 
Brutes. 1. As, by this Ordinance, ſuch an 
Union is made, between the Man and the 
Woman, that thence- forth they two, are to 
be looked upon as one Fleſh, 2. As it is 
appointed, that from the time of their firſt 
Conjunction, they are to live together in 
Love and Unity, having the ſame common 
Cares and Intereſts, the Man loving and che- 
riſhing the Woman as his own Fleſh, and ſhe 
honouring and obeying him as her Head. 
3. As it is made Sin in any Man, after this 
Conjunction, to endeavour to draw away her 
Affections from her Husband to himſelf, ' or 

even 
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yen to look at her with a luſtful Eye. 
4. As this Ordinance is a great and proper 
Trial of our Obedience, ſhowing whether the 
Perſons ſo joined will behave themſelves 
faithfully and lovingly to each other ; whe- 
ther others not Married will poſſeſs their Bo- 
dies i in Chaſtity, keep their Appetites in Sub- 

ion to Reaſon, regard what is juſt, and 
Tight, and fear to do an Injury to their 
Neighbour. Which, as we are Creatures not 


only capable of being made acquainted with 


the Precept, but alſo of judging of the Fit- 
nels of it, was undoubtedly one great Rea- 
ſon of its Appointment. 5. And laftly, as 
this Ordinance was deſigned to have a OG: 
rious Reference to—— 

Ant. Nay, Bentivolio; if you come to 
your Myfteries, you will ſoon get out o _ 
Depth: Keep rather to your plain Pr 
they will be far more intelligible to me. We 
know very well there is Myſtery enough in 
Matrimony, and that's one of the Reaſons 
which makes us avoid it: We take it to be 
all a Myſtery, and a dark one too, and fo 
ſcarce think it worth our while to underſtand 
it. But yet Tam willing to hear what you 
can fay in Defence of it; if you have any 
more Reaſons, pray let's have them ; but let 
them be more to the Purpoſe, and leſs my ſte- 
rious than the former, otherwiſe they are like 


to have but little Effect. 


Bent. 


The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 11 
Bent. Well, Sir, I'll humour you then in 
deferring that which I was beginning upon, 
till you are better diſpoſed" to attend to it; 
and will tell you, that a ſecond Reaſon why 
the Ordinance . of Matrimony is vaſtly pre- 
ferable to promiſcuous Concubinage, is; That 
Wiſdom, Virtue, - and Goodnels, are much 
more likely to floariſh under the Influence 
of this wiſe Regulation, than could poſſibly 
be expected, if the two Sexes were left at Li- 
berty to ſatisfy their Appetites as they pleaſed: 
For what room would' there be left, -in the 
latter Suppoſition, for any thing laudable or 
good? Would not their Minds be wholly 
turned upon their Amours? What Place 
would there be for ſedate Reaſon, and cool 
Diſcretion, in a Mind where the Paſſions would 
be let looſe to their full Carreer? Very dif- 
ferent are the Heats of carnal Loye, from 
thoſe which awaken good Defires, and breathe 
wiſe Reſolutions. The Fumes of Luft cloud 
all the Faculties and Powers of the Soul, and 
occupy it ſo entirely, that it is utterly inca- 
pacitated for the manly and rational Exer- 


ciſe of them; and how ſeldom would the Soul 
be free from fach F umes, eſpecially when ha- 


bituated to this way of thinking? In ſhort, 
Arts, Sciences, and Virtue, would be lit 


/ tle regarded, and the Race of Men, be no 
better than Stone-Horſes, neighing after e- 
= yery Female that pleaſed them. 


A 
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A zd Account on which this Appointment of 
Matrimony, is vaſtly better, than it is for Man to 
be left at Liberty like the Brutes, is; That by 
thisInſtitution,the Education of Children inthe 
Nurture and Fear of the Lord, is much better 
provided for, than it would be, if the Race 
of Mankind, were to multiply without any 
Limitation like the Beaſts. Now as the Mul- 
tiplication of the Species by Children, is the 
End for which, this Appetite is implanted in 
us; ſo the great and chief End for which 
Children are given, is, That they may be 
educated in the Fear and Knowledge of God; 
and that this is better provided for, and more 
likely to be taken care of, in a married State, 
than if the Sexes were left wholly at Liber- 
ty, like the Beaſts, ſeveral good Reaſons, I 
can mention, will prove. As 1/7. That the Per- 
ſons themfelves (as I juſt now. obſerved) are 
more likely to be wiſe in a State of Matri- 
mony, than when leſt to be led by their Ap- 
petites like Brutes: And, conſequently, we 
may more reaſonably hope, that they will 
be careful in the Inſtruction of their Off- 
ſpring. 2dly. They are laid, by this Inſtituti- 
on, under greater Obligations to the diligent 
Diſcharge of this Truſt, than they could well 
be in the contrary Suppoſition : For under 
this Ordinance, , the Laws both of God and 
Man indiſpentably impoſe this Care on the 
Parents, which could not be either ſo firmly 

ſettled, 
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I ſettled, or ſo reaſonably depended on, where 
the Certainty of the Father would be ſubject 
to ſo much Queſtion; or one, or both of them, 
might be engaged in other Amours ; or have 
their Affections divided among the Children 
of different and diſtant Perſons. © Whereas, 
under this Appointment, they unite their 
Cares, and Counſels ; their Labours, and En- 
deayours ; and diſcharge their Truſt, not on- 
ly with Satisfaction, but with great Advan- 
tage, on Account of the Unanimity with 
which they apply themſelves to it. And as 
they are more firmly engaged to ſee this 
Work carefully performed in Point of Duty, 
ſo are they likewiſe in Point of Intereſt ; 
their Honour and Credit depending on the 
faithful Execution of it; which could not in 
the other Scheme be ſo deeply engaged, be- 
cauſe of the Confuſion and Uncertainty which 
it neceſſarily introduces. 3dly. It may well 
be queſtioned, whether in the latter Caſe the 
Parents would lie under ſuch forcible and pro- 
bable Excitements to this Duty, from natural Af- 
fection. In the preſent State of Things, the 
* whole AﬀeQtion of each of the Parents naturally 
= centers in their common Off-ſpring ; whereas, 


in the Suppoſition we are forming, their Love 
> would be parted, and divided between the 


Children of different and diſtant Perſons ; or 
= poſlibly there would be but little Affection 
for any, where Pleaſure, and not Poſterity 
1 would 
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would be the End . chiefly propoſed. In 
ſhort, it may be doubted, — the Edu- 
cation of Children could be ſo well provided 
for by any other Method, even if the Truſt 
were committed to Perſons appointed by the 
Publick; for as it is not poſſible for any to be 
furniſhed with ſtronger Motives than the Pa- 


rents; ſo it ſeems natural to imagine that two 


ſober Perſons may take as good Care of a 
ſmall Family, as any Man can of a larger 
Number. But whether it be poſſible or not, 
to provide as well, or better, for their Edu- 
cation otherwiſe, this at leaſt is certain; That 
Experience teſtifies that Children are ſeldom 
ſeen to be ſo carefully educated when born 
of unlawtul Amours, as when they are the 
Fruits of a Legitimate Bed. It evidently ap- 
pears, from many Inſtances of this Nature, 
which almoſt every Man is acquainted with, 
how little Regard is had to Children 
thus born : 'The Father rides in his Coach; 
while the Son wears a Livery, or perhaps, 
blacks his Shoes in the Streets; ſuch is the 
Care of an illegitimate Ifſue ! Nor is it diffi- 
cult to aſſign the Reaſons of this Neglect: For 
1. It is certain, that Men ſeldom expreſs tho 
ſame Aſſection for Children thus born, as for 
their lawful Iſſue; whether they reflect, that 
the Character of the Mother affords them 
leſs Reaſon to believe the Children their own; 
or whether they are aſhamed to acknowledge 

them; 
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them, and neglect them on that Account; 


or that the Sight and Remembrance of them 


expoſes them to the Reproaches of their Con- 
7 ſcience; whatever be the Reaſon, they very 


rarely expreſs ſo much Affed ion for their 


natural, as for their lawful Iſſue; and conſe- 


quently are wont to take very little Care to 
have them well educated and ſettled in the 
World. In ſo much, that their Neglect of 


4 this Particular, is even ſcandalouſly notori- 
* ous. * Another Reaſon of which may be, 
That they cannot propoſe the ſame Credit to 


themſelves from the Accompliſhments of the 
former, as they may from the Improvements 


\ of the latter; A wiſe Child is an Honour to 
its Parents; but if this Child be a Baſtard, 
That will be an incurable Blemiſh, which no 


PerfeQions can ever conceal or cover: Like 


a4 diſtinguiſhed Mark in a well featured Face, 
it will ſtand expoſed to continual View, and 
dilſgrace the Excellency of the Perſon with an 
2 indelible Stain. In ſhort, illegitimate Children, 

are, for the moſt part, to be look'd upon as 
2 Orphans, the unhappieſt of Orphans ; becauſe 

they not only want the ProteQion, and good 
Offices of their Parents, and are expoſed like 


Orphans to Indignities, on that Account ; but 


are moreover branded with Diſgrace by the 
very Circumſtances of their Bizth. And this, 


J lay, 


* Children begotten of unlawful Beds, ave Min- ſſes of Vi K. 


4 eduoſs againſt their Parents, Wiſdom of Sol. ch. iv, 6. 
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They are begotten in Sin, and Shame, and 


16 The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 
I fay, is a 4th Reaſon why Matrimony is to 
be encouraged, and Fornication reſtrained ; 
namely, That the former brings forth Children 
who are likely to be well educated to the 
Glory of God, and the Benefit of the Publick ; 
whereas, the latter, either produces no Fruit 
at all, or if it does, the Iſſue thereof are the 
Children of Shame and Miſery, and ſeldom 
arrive to be any thing better, than to be Va- 
gabonds, and Profligates. Indeed, however 
it might be in the Courſe of Nature; yet it 
concerns both the Wiſdom and Mercy of God, 
to prevent, in a great Meaſure, our being en- 
creaſed this way; for who ſhall breed up, 
who ſhall tutor, and inſtruct theſe Children, 
and take care to form their Minds to make 
them good and worthy Chriſtians? Their Pa- 
rents? Alas! they are aſnamed to own them. 
Their Relations, and Friends? Alas! they 
have no Relations, no Friends; No- body to 
love, to rejoyce in, to depend on; No- 
body owns, acknowledges, regards them! 
they wretched are ſeparate, and disjoined 
from the whole Species, as a ſtray and ſolita- 
ry Bird, not acknowledged, or received by 
its Kind ! they are as Strangers eyen in their 
own Country, and in their native Place! in 
how pathetick a Manner might their Condition 
be deſcribed ? Jhey miſerable are the moſt 
unfortunate of all Creatures in the Univerſe ! 


quickened 
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quickened, and formed in Confuſion, and 
Remorſe! the Womb itſelf (to others a ſafe 
and friendly Lodging) to them is a ſuſpici- 


Z ous and dangerous Abode ; and it is much, 


if they are permitted to dwell in it at quiet, 
and not either forcibly expelled, or unnatu- 
rally oppreſſed, and ſtifled therein! ſhould 
they prove lucky, or hardy enough to ſur- 
vive all the Hazards that attend their Encreaſe 
in the Womb, and arrive to a mature Birth; 


5 yet, ſtill the very Brutes are born in happi- 


er Circumſtances than they ! at Heir ill- ſtarred 


Birth, the Midwife is Sorrow; and Shame, 


Confuſion, and Remorſe the only Aſſiſtants! 
to them, Birth itſelf is a Diſgrace, which to 
all Things beſides (not excepting even the 
Worm, and the Mite,) is Matter of Honour 
and Joy! what Rejoycings is there at the 
Birth of others? Very different, alas! is the 
Reception they find in the World! No Re- 


f joycings are made for them; no Gladneſs 


diſcovered; their Birth-day, is a black, and 
melancholy Day; a Day of Sorrow, and Shame, 


that brings no Joy to any, not to their very 


Parents, or even to themſelyves! They are, as 
a monſtrous Birth, beheld with Shame, and 


7 concealed If they find ſo much Mercy as 


that !---it Is well if they are not quaſhed, and 


* extinguiſhed as ſoon as born, as if they were 


young Cockatrices or Baſilisks, not Creatures 


framed in fo divine a Form, as the Human! 


G& The 


9ꝶꝙ＋wßßß—ͤ 2 — 
0 


3 


— —— —— — 


. en, ge 


£ 

. . 
1. 
LAY. 
'Þ 
it 
4 
iT | 
1 
'F 
* 
1 
N 
7 


8 = 
— — ” 2 * — 
—— — — - - — — — 


: = 2 — 
— 
. ¾—m ˙ EIT 


| 


wu 
1 4 2 * * 
, . oc xe we 2 
— — — —_— — — - — . — 1 
—ů — — 1 — — — — —-„ I 2 a 5 
1 


18 The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 

The Tigreſs yearns towards her Young, 
licks it with Affection, and ſuckles it with 
Pleaſure; but theſe poor little Creatures 
no ſooner. behold the Light, but often 
the very Mother, from whom they are juſt ſe- 
parated, embrues her cruel Hands in theirs, 
and her own Blood ! O, relentleſs ! has the 
Senſe of Guilt, and the Fear of Shame turned 
her Heart into a Stone, and petrified all that 
was ſenſible, or tender within her! We might 
allo ask, if any Body muſt die on this Ac- 
count, why kills ſhe not herſelf, who is 
guilty ? What has this guiltleſs Creature de- 
ſerved? What Fault has this pretty Lamb 
committed, to be butchered in this Manner ? 
Yet thus it frequently happens, that the wretch= 
ed Mother, equally inconſiderate and barba- 
rous, in Hopes to hide a leſs Fault, is temp- 
ted to commit another incomparably, great- 
er. lf they eſcape this, and are permit- 


ted to live, (no finall Favour !) they muſt 


not expect to find that Kindneſs -. Care 
which every other Creature experiences from, 
its Parents, and which the ſavageſt Natures 


.expreſs for their Young ; but are then, per- 


haps, rer and expoſed to the Haxard of 
ſtarving, or periſhing by ſome other Acci- 
dent: From all which, 1 had almoſt ſaid, if 
they are ſo unlucky to eſcape, the Wretches of 
Wretches are then leſt tothe Mercy of inhagman 
Pariſh-Officers, and barbarous Nurſes, whole. 
511 very 
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yery Pity is cruel ! whoſe Care, if they ſhould 
be hardy enough or fated to out-live, ſtill 
they will have No-body to teach them 
= Goodneſs, and Virtue; and as their Nature is 
proner to Evil than to Good, and the for- 
mer abounds vaſtly more in Life than the 
latter, it is many to one but they take to e- 
vil Courſes, till, it may be, at laſt they 
match their ſhameful Beginning, and miſera- 
ble Life, with a ſhameful End, and more 
miſerable Death! Lord! what a Hiſtory of 
a Life! and, even if Providence in pity to 
them preſeryes them from this, ſtill they are 
like to groan under the miſerable Want of 
= Education, and Buſineſs, and muſt paſs their 
2 burdenſome Lives in ſome baſe and deſpica- 
ble Way, dejected with the Meanneſs of their 
2 Circumftances, and the Conſciouſneſs of the 
*Z ſhame of their Birth; damped with the me- 
2 lancholy Reflection of having no Parents who 
will acknowledge them; no Relations, no 
Friends ; and perhaps yet more, to behold 
the Children of the ſame Father, or Mother, 
= well dreſſed, and gay, much made of at 
Home, and Abroad; entitled, it may be, to 
> plentiful Fortunes, or Eſtates; whilſt zhey 
are cloathed with Shame, and Diſgrace ; have 
= always a heavy and forrowful Heart, and 
are looked upon by none, not even their ve- 
= ry Parents, who leave Eſtates to their other 
Children, while they ſeldom inherit any thing 
from them but the Infamy of their Sin, and 
= G 2 a heavy 
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a heavy Load of Sorrow, and Shame, which 
in Juſtice ought rather to be born by their 
Parents, who had all the Pleaſure, and the 
Guilt, while their undeſerving Iſſue ſuffer for 
it, at preſent ! This, Sir, I take to be as true, 
as it is a lively Picture of Baſtardiſm; which 
I have purpoſely endea voured to ſet before 
you in o ſtrong a Light, in Hopes the better 
to deter you from the Sin, and the Cruelty 
of bringing Children into che World, to ſuch 
a Condition as this! 

Ant. I abhor the Thought f 
Bent. I know your Spirit too well, to. 
think you would neglect any thing you had 
| begotten, with ſuch wicked Inhumanity, as 
too many do their illegitimate Iſſue. But, 
ſtill many ſtrokes of the Deſcription muſt ne- 
cefſarily anſwer to their Caſe, and you your- 
ſelf cannot be ſecure, but they may prove 
ſome of the worſt. In ſhort, Sir, it you 
will be pleaſed to reflect a little on the Hard- , 
ſhip, and Unfortunateneſs of the Condition 
ol ſuch Infants, you will quickly be ſenſible, 
how momentous an Article this is againſt 
Fornication, how much it juſtifies the Pro- 
hibition, and aggravates the Iniquity thereof. 
And ſo much for the zd Reaſon why the 
Ordinance of Matrimony is more. ſuitable'to 
the Dignity and Condition of our Nature, 
and therefore preſerable to a beſtial Liberty, 
or a licentious Concubinage. As for the 
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Beaſts, ſeyeral Reaſons may be given why 
they were not to be ſubjected to any ſuch 
Limitation ; as that there is nothing of Dig- 
nity or Sanctity in their Nature, no Capa- 
city of diſtinguiſhing between Good and 
Evil, or of being tried by any ſuch Diſtin- 
ction; that this Power of encreaſing their 
Kind, is heir greateſt Excellence, the higheft 
Good of which they are capable ; (whereas, 
it is by no Means /o with Man ;) but far in- 
feriour to the Capacities of knowing our 
Creator, and his Works, of practiſing Vir- 
tue, and Reaſon, and conforming ourſelves 
to a Similitude of the divine Perfections. at 
Multiplication of the Species is all that is ne- 
ceſſary in their Caſe, their Nature not be- 
ing capable of affording, or receiving Im- 
provements by Education; (which, as I juſt 
now obſeryed, is one of the Reaſons of the 
Reſtraint, yow complain of, and 7 think we 
are bleſt with ;) yet even among them, where 
the Education of their Off- ſpring requires it, 
we may find ſomething Analogous to our 
own Limitation, and behold a Reſemblance 
of Matrimony. For this is the Rule obſerved, 
even with Reſpect to them ; —— Where the 
Male can be of no Service or Uſe in the Edu- 
cation of the Young, there the two Sexes are 
left common to each other, which is, for the 
moſt part, the Caſe of four-footed Animals, 


Fiſh, Sc. Where the Help of the Male is ne- 
C 3 ceſſary 


E 


< —— — 


— — S a * 


-> 
2 


— 
— 


8 
2 22 
ACC» >» 


17 
* 
we 
75 
1 
10 
* 
x 
3 

ow 


- — 4 < & -- . Ta * * 3 m—_— *X * © 
4 uz = — > =— r — 5 — ——- 5 — . 


22 The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 


ceſſary to this great Work, there they live 
in Couples, every Male having a Female ap- 
propriate to himſelf, as we ſee in Birds, &c. 


No with regard to our own Species, many 


Reaſons might be aſſigned, to ſhew, that 
the Care and Aid of the Male is requiſite, in 
order to a proper Education of their Off- 
ſpring ; the Man being better able to influ- 
ence and govern them as they grow up; be- 
ing deſigned, fitted for, and generally Ma- 
ſter of greater Improvements of Mind, and, 
conſequently, better able to inſtruct them; 
being fitter to teach them Fortitude, and ſe- 
veral other Things, neceſſary to accompliſh 
them as Men. In a Word, I think we muſt 
be wilfully blind, if we do not ſee the Rea- 
ſons of this Appointment, and wilfully ſtu- 
pid, if we do not diſcover and admire its 
Wiſdom and Fitneſs. _ / 

A 4th Account why Wedlock is a wiſer 
and better Inſtitution than if we were left 
to our Liberty like the Beaſts, is; That this 
Ordinance is better calculated to preſerve 
peace and good Order in the World; to pro- 
mote the Encreaſe, and even the Conifort and 


Happineſs of Mankind. As for the for- 


mer — theſe, the Peace and good Order 
of the World ; this Inſtitution has been a 
ſure F oundation for them from the Begin- 
ning of the Creation; nor is it well poſſi» 
bie to > Kalle them with Firmneſs on = 
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other Bottom; at leaſt that a beſtial Liberty is 
inconſiſtent with the Welfare and Good of So- 
ciety, will eaſily appear, if you conſider what 
frequent. Contentions and Quarrels would 
probably ariſe between rival Pretenders to 
the Affections of the ſame Perſon ; what ill 
Conſequences might flow from the Jealouſy 
of Parties neglected; what Confuſion there 
would be with Relation to their Iſſue, and 
what Doubts and Diſputes might ariſe from 
this Uncertainty, eſpecially with Regard to 


the Pretenſion to Eftates, Titles, &c. To 
which I may add, that the Encreaſe of Man- 


kind would not be near ſo conſiderable, it 
being certainly prejudicial to the Fertility of 
the Female, to have Commerce with ſeveral 
Perſons. For Experience atteſts, and all 
Writers agree, that Cohabitation with vari- 
ous Perſons, hinders Conception. If ſo, this 
Obſeryation furniſheth us with good Reaſon, 
for the Eſtabliſhment of ſach an Inftitution 
as Wedlock ; and for abſtaining from pro- 
miſcuons Embraces, drawn from Nature it 
ſelf. For as the Encreaſe of the Species 
was the End for which this Appetite was 
planted in us; fo whatever hinders the End 
for which it was given, is certainly moſt rea- 
ſonable to be forbid, and muſt be contrary 
to the Will of the great Author of Nature, 
and on both theſe Accounts ought to be care- 


fully ayoided. But what am I talking of? 
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To lay aſide Matrimony, is introducing ſo 
wild, and irrational a Scheme, that it ſhocks 
common Senfe even to think of it. It is 
ſufficient to obſer ve, that this Ordinance is 
the Baſis of all the Regularity and good Or- 
der which is ſeen in the World; and that 
the Advantages of it are fo evident, that 
there never was any Government, in which 
Matrimony was not received, and eſteemed; 
or where the Corruption of Virgins Was not 
diſcountenanced, and abhorred, as a wicked 
Infringement of the good Order and Conſti- 
tution of the World. And here give me 
leave to Remark by the Way, how wiſe, 
how excellent, the Inſtitutions of the Al- 
mighty all are; they are all perfect in their 
Kinds, and can receive no Addition! all cal- 
culated to anſwer the Ends for which they 
were deſigned, with the utmoſt Exactneſs! 
all built upon firm and everlaſting Founda- 
tions; all worthy to be ſearched and enquired 
into, that his Wiſdom may be adored in the 
Fitneſs and Excellence of all his Appoint- 
ments! In ſhort, as there is a fingular Pleaſure 
in beholding the Works of excellent Artiſts of 
any Sort, ſo a diſcerning Mind reaps the higheſt 
imaginable Satisfaction and Delight, in the 
Contemplation of every Work, and every 
Ordinance of his infinite Wiſdom. - But to 
proceed. Another Advantage of Matrimo- 
Dy, is, That of all Schemes that can be ima- 
G1 | gined, 
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gined, it is beſt calculated to promote the 
Comfort, and Happineſs of Mankind. | 


Ant. I fear you will be hard ſet to con- 
vince us of that. 


Bent. I was aware, that an Ane fo 
contrary to the faſhionable Notions of Man- 
kind, would appear a ſurprizing Paradox. 
But whatever Opinion of a married Life 
you may at preſent entertain, I do boldly 
affirm, that nothing could be better contrived 
for the Comfort, and Happineſs of Mankind, 
than this excellent Inſtitution; and that 
wherever it fails of anſwering this End, it 
is entirely owing to our own Vices, or at leaſt, 
to Failings which it is our Duty to correct, 
and which, if we would attempt it, might 
eaſily be overcome. If you deſire to be ſa- 
tisſied of the Preference of a wedded Life in 
this Particular, the following Conſiderations 
appear to me ſufficient to confirm my Poſi- 
tion. 1//, The Ordinance of .Wedlock is 
better calculated to promote the Happineſs, 
and Comfort of Mankind in general; becauſe 
of the Quarrels, Contentions, and Uneaſineſs, 
which (as Ijuſt now obſerved) would be oc- 
caſioned by their Rivalſhip, and Jealouſies, 
under the contrary Suppoſition. For where- 
as the World, under the Influence of the pre- 
lent Method, is regularly, quietly, and 
peaceably carried on; the adverſe Scheme, 
where all Men would look on themſelves 
to 
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to have an equal Right to all Women, would 
produce nothing but the utmoſt Confuſion. 
As much therefore as Peace and good Or- 
der, are more comfortable and pleaſant than 
Diſturbance, Diſorder, and Confuſion; ſo 
much is the preſent Scheme more ſeryviceable 
to our Happineſs than the other. In ſhort, 
ſo great is the Benefit of the Peace and Quiet 
ve at preſent enjoy, that I doubt not to af. 
firm, that on this Account alone, excluſive of 
the other Inconveniences of the oppoſite Sy- 
fem, Mankind are happier — 4. the Regu- 
lation now: eſtabliſhed, than the major Part 
would be, if the Ordinance: of Matrimony 
Were: entirely abrogated. A 2d Article by 
which Matrimony ad vances the Happineſs, 
and Comfort of Life, is, That it bleſſes'us 
with Children, whoſe Relation to us is not 
rea queſtionable, as the Iſſue of an uni- 
verſal Liberty would neceffarily be, but ſuch 
as we may juſtly and ought to look upon as our 
own: aMctiveof Tenderneſs, which Tam ſenſi- 
ble to be: a very ftrong one, but of which per- 
haps I have not at preſent a ſufficient Idea, 
for want of Experience. Who even of thoſe 
that have felt it, is able todeforibe it? Leaſt 
ef all am I; — but when I have reflected on 
the Pleaſtre which I my ſelf receive, from 
beholding the Children of other Perſons, I 
"Infer,” that the Satisfaction which 


the Sight them affords the Parents them- 
| * 2 ſelves, 
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ſelves, muſt be incomparably more affecting, 
and exquiſite, The Greatneſs of whoſe Love 
may be better collected from the Strength 
of it. How ftrong is it in moſt! No Threats 
can ftir it, ' no Violence break ; no Allure- 
ments tempt, no Temptations allure ; It 1s 
ſtronger than all Things, and yields not to 
Death itſelf How ſweet, how delightful, 
is this intenſe, this unconquerable Affection 
which carmot be fo perfect, and endearing 
m any other 8 tion, as it is under the 
Inflaence of this excellent Inſtitution ; and 
which, I am of Opinion, is ſeldom to be 
found Genuine, and in Perfection, but towards 
a legitimate Iſſue; for which ſeveral Rea- 
ſons, already taken Notice of, may be aſ- 
ſigned; as that we have more Occaſion to 
doubt their Relation to us, Sc. In ſhort, in 
the Caſe of 'Fornication, (as I juſt now ob- 
ſerved, in ſpeaking of the deplorable Condi- 
tion of Megitimate Children) all this fweet 
Tenderneſs, between the Parents and their 
Off- ſpring, is loſt ; there are none of theſe 


mutual Endearments of Love; nothing of 
al Affecti- 


this noble 'and delightful reciproc 


on ; thore the Parents hardly know what it 
is to have the Yearnings of Parents, nor the 
Children what it is to love their Proge- 
nitors; the former are as unnatural as the 
Oſtrich that lays her Eggs in the Sands, and 
troubles herſelf no more about them; = 
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the latter is as inſenſible of any Aſſection 

for their Parents, as the Creatures whom 
Nature provides for, without the Care of 
#hoſe that produce them. How different are 
the Views! how much more comfortable 
and pleaſing is the one, than the otber ,. To 
conclude this Head, therefore, I ſay, that it 
is Matrimony which thus bleſſes us with a 
lovely Frogeny: not ſuch as are the Off- 
ſpring of Fornication, which we are obliged 
to conceal, and bluſh to acknowledge; but 
ſuch as are, and may be the Objedts | of 
"i reaſonable Delight, {weet Copies of our 
ſelves, or our Relations; the Sight of whom 
will inſpire} us with continual Satisfaction, 
7580 Gladneſs, and by a nen Fountain 
* Ant. Hold, Sir,. pray don't be too fir 
tranſported. with your imaginary proſpect of 
continual Satisfaction and Delight. You ſeem, 
in the Warmth of your preſent Reverie, to 
have quite forgot the Trouble of their Edu- 
cation; the  Diſquiets, occaſioned. by, their 
perverſe Humours, by our Cares and Fears 
for them, by their Vitiouſneſs and ill Ma- 
nagement; in a Word, I may almoſt ſay 
the continual Uneaſineſs and Wust warch 
they give us. 

Bent. I had not, L aſfure you. 51 am not 
inſenſible that Trouble and Care are inſepa- 
rate Concomitants of. Children, and encreaſe 

11 in 
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in Proportion to our Family. But as great 
and formidable as this Objection appears, it 
is eaſily oyer-thrown; for Imprimis, I reply, 
that there is nothing in Life againſt which 
this Objection may not be produced; no one 
carthly Good or Adyantage, but what has 
more or leſs of this bitter Leayen of Trou- 
ble, Care, and Hazard; there is no ſuch 
Thing as any Honour, Wealth, Dignity, or 
Pleaſure, without ſome Mixture thereof: 
This, therefore, is no Objection againſt Chil- 
dren in Particular, fince, if we are defirons of 
any earthly Good, we muft be content to 
take it in its preſent Condition, attended with. 
Care and Trouble, more or leſs, as it ſhall 
happen. In the 2d place, I fay, That not- 
withſtanding the Trouble and Care which at- 
tends Children, the Comfort and Satisfaction, 
which we uſually find in them, is ſo exqui- 
ſite, as to make them not only juſtly deſirable, 
but even deſervedly tobe reckoned one of the 
greateſt Bleſſings of Life. And ſo ready is 
Mankind to embrace this Notion, that if you 
were fairly to State both the Troubles, and 
Comforts ariſing from a Family, and then 
put it to the Option of any married Perſon, 
whether they would chuſe to have Children 
or not, I belieye there is hardly one, but 
what would anſwer in the Affirmative. In 
the third, and laſt Place, I reply, That this 
Care and Trouble, is a Debt due to Poſteri- 


ty, 
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ty, in return for the good Offices of our Pa- 
rents towards our own Education; that it is 
baſely ungrateful for a Man who owes his 
own Life, and Comfort to the Care and Trou- 
ble of others, to make this ObjeQion ;— 
Indeed, that the Man who thus farts Diffi- 
culties, to excuſe himſelf from performing 
that for others, which to his great Benefit 
has been performed for himſelf by others, 
who had all the fame Objections and Dif- 
couragements that he has, is not worthy of the 
Life, which he has received by their Means. 
But paſs we to another Circumſtance, in 
which Matrimony greatly advances the (hag 
fort of Life, to wit, That it is the only ſe- 
cure and ſelid Foundation of all thoſe en- 
dearing Relations, in which much of the 
Sweetneſs of Life conſiſts ; Such as that of 
Father and Son, of Brother and Siſter ; 
of each of theſe to the Off-ſpring of the o- 
ther; and of ſuch Off-ſpring to them; as 
alſo of the Children of each between them- 
ſelves; by means of which, this excellent 
Inſtitution unites us to one ancther in Bands 
of Affection, and ſweetens Life with Amity 
and Friendſhip, and with all the comfortable 
and plea ſant Fruits thereof. Now it is a 
certain Truth, that our real Happineſs is 
aygmented in Proportion as the Objects of 
dur Love are encreaſed; of ſich an excel - 


, Nature and Quality is chis Affection, that 


the 
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the more we haye of it the happier we arc; 
(an Obſervation which, by the Bye, gives a 
noble and convincing Teftimony to the Ex- 
cellency and Truth of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, which, while it promotes this Affection as 
much as poſſible, and extends it to the ut- 
moſt, appears to have its Foundation laid as 
deep as the very Conſtitution of human Nature, 
and to underſtand, and further our Happi- 
neſs, and perfection much better than any 
other.) But to return to the Advantages 
flowing from Matrimony.— How much Plea- 
ſantneſs is there in all theſe Relations! how 
delightful is this reciprocal Senfation of 
Love and Eſteem, which mutually fills their 
Boſoms with a gentle and pleaſing Warmth ! 
how ſweet is the tender Affection of Parents 
towards their Children, and Children's Chil- 
dren, if they live to dchold them! how De- 
lightful my Pleaſant the Love of Children 
towards their Parents; of Brother towards 
Siſter, and Siſter towards Brother ; of each 
of them to the Off- ſpring of the other ; and of 
their Children and Childten s Children towards 
each other! Now it is evident, I ſay, that 
this great Multiplication and Encreaſe of 
Love is owing entirely to this wile Inſtitu- 
tion of Wedlock, take away which, and 
you unlooſe and "weaken all the Bands of 
Relation, by introducing univerial Confuſion 
* W inſtead thereof. For ſuppoſe 
N Man- 
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Mank ind left to their Liberty like the Brutes, 
how could the Father well be fatisfied of his 
Relation to the Children? Or Children have 
any tolerable Security of the. Certainty of the 
Father ? How rare would be the reciprocal 
Affection of Father and Child, of Brother and 
Siſter, and of the Iſſue of each, where all the 
Degrees of Conſanguinity would neceſſarily 
be doubtful, and uncertain ? And by this 
Means how much of the Comfort, and Af- 
fection ariſing from Nearneſs of Relation, (fo 
full of Sweetneſs and Delight, and of ſuch 
admirable Uſe in uniting Mankind, and pro- 
moting the good of particular Perſons, and 
the Happineſs of Society) would be loſt out 
of Life ! This alſo, I ſay, That it is the natu- 
ral Baſis of theſe endearing Relations from 
which we generally reap ſo much Pleaſure, 
and Comfort, and even Benefit, appears to 
me a Point of no ſmall Moment towards the 
Commendation of this Ordinance. Other Ac- 
counts on which the Ordinance of Matrimo- 
ny ſeems better contrived to advance our 
Felicity, than ſuch a beſtial Community of 
Male and Female, are theſe; That it renders 
our Happineſs, in the Enjoyment of the 
Perſon beloved, ſecurer, by making her our 
own for ever, without Danger of any Man's 
interfering, unleſs he has Wickedneſs enough 
to attempt it Clandeſtinely, and at his Peril, 
in Contempt both of divine and humane 
— Laws; 
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Laws; and even againſt this it fences, as 
much as can be, by giving us greater Aſſu- 
rance, and Pledges of her Fidelity, than we 
could poſlibly have otherwiſe ; in as much as 
her Reputation, her Honour, her Salvation, 
and often even her Welfare, and Subſiſ- 
tence in this World, depend thereupon. So 
that it is not well poſſible to give a Man a 
firmer Poſſeſſion of the Perſon beloved, or 
better to ſecure and guard him therein; eſ- 
pecially if it be further conſidered, that it 
binds her in firmer Bands of Affection, by 
making it her Duty to Love, Honour, and 
Obey her Husband ; (a Motive of no ſmall 
Force to a well-inclined Mind ;) by making 
her Intereſt in the World one and the ſame 
with his; and by uniting them in the ſame 
Concern and Care for the Welfare of their 
Children: Three the ſtrongeſt Links of At- 
fection that can well be imagined, and to 
which no other can compare, except it be 
Gratitude in return for Expreſſions of Love, 
or Obligations received. | 
Ant. As ſtrong as you think them, I know 
ſeveral of the Sex that make nothing of them, 
but break them with as much Eaſe as Samp- 
ſon did the Cords of the Philiftins, 
Bent. 'The Liberty of the Will is harder 


to be bound, than the Perſon you mention, 


and whatever Bands it ſubmits for the preſent 
to receive, is always able to break from 
D 2 them 
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them at Pleaſure : No wonder therefore that 
there are ſome whom no Ties can hold. But 
there are others, and I hope vaſtly the 
greater Number, with whom theſe Ties are 
10 ſacred, and ſtrong, that neither Death, 
nor Poverty, nor Riches, nor Greatneſs; no 
Terror, no Temptation, can be able to diſ- 
ſolve them, or divide their conſtant Affecti- 
ons, from the Perſons to whom they have ſo- 
lemnly plighted their Faith. 

Ant, If you were obliged to travel till you 
found ſuch a Wife, I fear your Return would 
not be very ſpeedy. 

Bent. I doubt not but it would, if I Were 
bound to compleat a Catalogue of a 3 
before my return. You have too ill an 
nion of the Sex; as 1 have obſerved, all i A 
general to have, who are guilty of too great 
Liberties themſelves; but theſe of all Perſons 
ſhould be the laſt who complain of the Frail- 
ties of that Sex: For what Reaſon has any 
one of them to be chaſter than himſelf? 
Were the Laws of Chaſtity and Fidelity made 
to bind the other Sex only, and not ours like- 
wiſe ? Let him hold his Fongue therefore; Co- 
dius * certainly is no fit Perſon to inveigh againſt 
the frequent Adulteries of Women? Howꝛ- 
ever abandoned ſome of them may poſſibly 
be, yet in all Likelihood they are as virtu- 
ous and chaſte as himſelf; and that one 
ei of id | would 
Clodius Accuſat. Mœchas. Juv. 


The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 35 
would think ſufficient to-filence him. Men 
of this Character are the unfitteſt Perſons li- 
ving to accuſe Women of Incontinence, not 
only becaule they are as vicious themſelves, 
but alſo becauſe they are, by their Sollicita- 
tions, and Example, the chief Occaſion and 
Inſtruments of making them faulty, when they 
are ſo. Nor indeed can I perceive how any 
of us can reaſonably Attack them under a 
general Accuſation, ſince I doubt not but 
there are as many, if not more, Wives that 
would reſiſt and triumph over Temptation, 
if offered, than there are Husbands who 
would do the ſame, if equally tempted. And 
with what Face then can any of us exclaim 
againſt the Frailty and Falſehood of their 
Sex, when we are no better ourſelves? If we 
expect that they ſhould all be chaſte, and 
true, let us who boaſt of a ſuperiour Under- 
ftanding, ſet them a Pattern in our own Be- 
haviour. In the mean Time if we hear of 
any Inſtance of Women ſo frail, and ſo wick- 
ed, as to violate their Faith, I think it but 
Equity to obſerve, (that the good Eſtimati- 
on of the Sex may not ſuffer unjuſtly for the 
Failings and Faults of particular Perſons,) 
that theſe unhappy, theſe culpable Creatures, 
had never given ſuch Scandal, if there had 
not been ſome of our Sex as ill-inclined and 
wicked as they. But to return from this Di- 
greſſion of Apologizing for the Sex: I tay 

D 2 that 
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that Matrimony not only ſecures your Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Party beloved, but alſo binds her 
to you in firmer, and-everlaſting Bands of 
Affection. And what more deſirable In- 
ſtance of Felicity can there be, than to be 
thus ſecurely and fully poſſeſſed of the Heart 
and Affections of the Woman you love? 
How great is the Affection between virtuous 
married Perſons? How ſecure, how happy 
are they? But how rarely would it be ſo? 
How precarious would be your Poſſeſſion of 
her Perſon and Affections under the other 
Suppoſition, where every Man might law- 
fully endeavour to deprive you of both? 
Ant. You are got from the Point. I am 
ſufficiently ſenſible that nothing can be better 
contrived, - than Matrimony is to ſecure a 
Man in the Poſſeſfion or Love of one particu- 
lar Woman; but this is too great a Confine- 
ment for Men of our Conſtitution; we are 
for Liberty, and the Queſtion is, Whether 
ſuch a Liberty of ranging in purſuit of every 
agreeable Object, would not be a much hap- 
pier Life, than to be | confined all wk Days 
to any. one Woman? | 
Bent. have already, laid befre ow both 
| the Inconveniencies -attending ſuch a Suppo- 
ſition, and the Reaſons for which ſuch a Li- 
berty is not to be allowed, and very weighty 
ones I think them; 1 hope you will thorough- 
_ conſider them at your Leiſure : As that Ma- 
trimony 


_— 
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trimony is more ſuitable to the Dignity of our 
Nature. That it is a proper Tryal of our 
Obedience. That every Thing that is com- 
mendable is more likely to flouriſh under this 
Regulation. That it makes a more efſfectual 
Proviſion for the good Education of Chil- 
dren. That it is better calculated to pro- 
mote the Quiet, the Encreaſe, and even the 
Comfort and Happineſs of Mankind in gene- 
ral. All which put together are undoubted- 
ly Reaſons ſufficient to juſtify this Ordinance, 
and prevail with rational Creatures to yield 
Obedience to it, even though the other might 
poſſibly be a pleaſanter Kind of Life, and 
more agreeable to the natural Appetites of 
Men. But indeed, as well as it ſeems to a- 
gree with our Inclinations, all Things conſi- 
dered; the Quarrels in which Men would,in all 
Probability, be frequently engaged; the Diſ- 
appointments and Refuſals they would meet ; 
the Infidelity of Perſons beloved ; the Saticty 
which Men would find even in Variety it ſelf; 
for the Appetite will as well turn and be ſur- 
feited with too many, as cloyed and nauſeated 
by Confinement to one; in ſo much that I be- 
lie ve ſome Perſons purſue their unlawful A- 
mours, till they have no Stomach to them 
on any other Account but their being forbid, 
Conſider all this, I ſay, and I much queſtion 
Whether our Lives would be at all , happier 
under the Enjoyment of ſuch a Liberty, 
D 3 than 
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than they are under the preſent Reſtraints. 
But this goes upon Suppoſition that all Men 
are to enjoy the ſame Liberty; I will eyen 
venture to proceed farther than this, and 
ſtate the Caſe thus; Imagine one Man, af- 
ter ſufficient Acquaintance, on mature Judge- 
ment to make choice of a Wife, and another 
to be left at Liberty to range and ſatisfy his 
Appetite as he can, and I believe all Circum- 
ſtances examined, and allowing for the Diſ- 
appointments, Repultes, Labours, Expences, 
Dangers, Diſeaſes, and Shame attending ſuch 
a Courſe, the. former will really lead his Life 
more happily than the latter: I doubt not, I 
fay, but the ſettled Peace and Quiet he will 
enjoy; the Comfort and Satisfaction the Sight 
of his Children will afford him; the ſure and 
ſole Poſſeſſion of his beloved, lo well defend- 
ed both by the Laws of God and Man, and 
farther aſſured by his good Opinion or Know- 
ledge of her Principles and Virtue, and the 
mutual and tender Affection ſhe will expreſs 
for him, will afford him more real and fin- 
cere Felicity, than the other will find in the 
whole Tour of his Amours. In ſhort, I 
can't help thinking, but, your Neighbour A. 
canthus is as happy in the Enjoyment of his a- 
miab e, good humoured, and affectionate 
Wife, as yourſelf or any other, who makes 
Profeſſion of ranging, are in all the Enjoy- 
ments that caſual Fruition, or induſtrious 
Appli- 
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Application afford you, and that even without 
conſidering the preſent Guilt of ſuch a Courſe 
as contrary to Divine and human Laws; the 
Danger to which you thereby expole your ſelf, 
and the Uneaſinels which the Reproaches of 
Conſcience either do, or will ſome time or 
other create you; without computing the moſt 
comfortable Security of Heart, which the 
Senſe of Innocence continually affords him ;— 
How much happier will he appear then, if 
this alſo be conſidered ? How valuable an 
Article is it to be ſecure, to be ſatisfied that 
he, does nothing that either any other, or his 
own. Conſcience can blame; what a Reliſh 
muſt this Reflection add to his Enjoyments ! 
How, on the other Side, muſt the Conſcience 
of doing Evil, and conſequently of deſer- 
ving Corred ion, blaſt and embitter a Man's 
Pleaſures ! He has ſatisfied his Appetite, it 
is true, and much it may have pleaſed him; 
but ſuppoling there remains any Pain and 
Smart, to be endured as a Puniſhment, for 
having done it in Contradiction to his Duty, 
what is he the better? His Pleaſure is paſt, 
but his Pain yet to come—And how uneaſy 
a Proſpect is that? Alas! Sir, would a wiſe 
Man have any thing to do with ſuch Plea- 
fares as theſe, which one muſt afterwards 
pay dear for, by ſuffering an equivalent 
Pain? Would not a prudent Man chuſe ſoon- 


er to deny his Appetite wholly, than fatisfy 
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its Cravings at ſuch a Rate? Eſpecially when 

there is Pleaſure enough of all Sorts to be ta» 
| ken, with Allowance, and quit of all Re- 
prehenſion or Danger in its Uſe ? Does it in- 

deed deſerve even the Name of Pleaſure, 
when you are to have ſo much Pain in Re- 
verſion for ſo much Pleaſure in Hand? 
And yet theſe are your Men of Pleaſure, as 
the World calls them, and as they are wil- 
ling to be thought—O, the Pleaſure! juſt 
ſuch— (and no leſs exquiſite and ſweet, to 
be ſure,) are the Pleaſures and Enjoyments 
of truant Children, Out-laws, and Thieves ! 
So the Deer-ſtealer and Felon are pleaſed 
with the Fruits and Succeſs of their Theſts! 
But how- often does the Memory of their 
Dangers over-caſt their Satisfaction? How 
often do the terrifying Thoughts of the Offi- 
cer, the Priſon, the Judge, and the Gibbet, 
break in, maugre all their Endeavours to the 
contrary, interrupt their Triumph, and alarm 
their Hearts with uneaſy Miſgivings? And 
when at laſt they are ſeized and to fuffer for 
it, than where is your Man of Pleaſure, and 
all his Enjoyments? What will he do then? 
Will he feed on the Memory of his paſt 
Pleaſures? Will the Thoughts of his former 
Enjoyments keep off or leſſen his Pain? I 
fear not. O, his valuable Pleaſure, whoſe 
End is this! If their Pleaſures are ſuch, they 
may keep them all to themſelyes! O my 
£14 | | Soul, 
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Soul, come not thou into their Secret, unto 
their Aſſembly, mine Honour, be not thou 
united; what Pleaſure I taſte, I deſire to 
have gratis, and without any Apprehenſions 
of a Reckoning to come. I confeſs, my A- 
verſion to Pain is ſtronger than my Inclina- 
tion to Pleaſure; and even though I were 
reſolved to indulge my ſelf in one, notwith- 
ſtanding the Hazard, or Certainty of the o- 
ther; ſo great is my Diſlike to Pleaſure that 
muſt be followed by Pain, that I ſhould de- 
fire to invert their Order, and have my Por- 
tion of Pain firſt, "Thoſe are my thoughts 
of the Matter, if any Man is of a different 
Opinion, I leave him to chuſe as he likes. 
But while I am endeavouring to ſhow, that 
under the preſent Regulation, at leaſt, a 
married Life is a State of vaſtly greater 
Happineſs, than a Life of Looſeneſs and De- 
bauchery, I am got quite beyond the Scope 
of my Argument, which propoſed only to 
ſhow, among other its Advantages, that the 
Inſtitation of Wedlock is excellently calcu- 
lated to promote the Happineſs and Peace of 
Mankind in general, and even in particular; 
which I now hope I have ſufficiently per- 
formed; the former by illuſtrating the Incon- 
veniencies of the contrary Suppoſition, and 
the latter in my Compariſon of the Pleaſures 
and Happineſs of a Married, and Libertine 


Life, This therefore, that the Inſtitution of 
Matrimony 
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_ Matrimony is ſo much better calculated to 
Promote the Peace and Well-being of Man- 
Kind in general, and even in particular, 3s 


the firſt Reaſon, why Fornication is, and 
ſhould be forbidden, and Mankind ſubjected 
to the Confinement of this Ordinance. And, 


without any Submiſſion, a good and weighty 


one it is. 


Ant. There i is, N * more Weight in 


what you have ſaid, then J at firſt appre- 
3 Nor did 1 think, ſo much could, 
with ſo much juſtice have been alledged ir in 
behalf of Marriage. 4 

Bent. I am glad to hear this ingenuous 
Confeſſion from you, Antonio. And that you 
may know my Opinion on this Point is not 
ſingular, there!s a beautiful Paſſage in your 
Friend Nin rox, which will confirm what I 
have ſaid. * 

Ant. In what part of his Poem, that 1 
may conſult it when I go Home? | 
Bent. I have him —4 in my Pocket : He 
uſually accompanies my Morning Walks. 
T thought of this before, but was unwilling 
to take from the Elegancy of what that ſu- 
blime Poet- has wrote, by diſmembring it, 
and quoting here and there a Line, as often 
as our Diſcourſe reminded me of it : And 
then, I think, I cannot better cloſe this Head 
than by an Hymn to Matrimony, which you 


ſeem at laſt to be ſomething reconciled to. 
Here 
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Here is the Page, Sir; be ſo good as to read 
it out; for I am almoſt hoarſe with ſpeak- 
ing. 1 


Ant. Hail wedded Love, myſterious Law, true 
Source s 

Of humane Off=-ſpring, ſole Propriet 

25 — TE common WA | 

By Thee adulterous Luſt was driv'n from Men 
Among the beftial Herds to range, by Thee 
Founded in Reaſon, Loyal, Faſt, and Pure, 
Relations dear, and all the Charities 

Of Father, Son, and Brother fir ſ} were known. 
Far be it, that I ſhould write thee Sin or Blame, 
Or think thee unbefitting holieft Place, 
Perpetual Fountain of Domeſtick Sweets, 
Whoſe Bed is undefil d and chaſte pronounc'd, 
Preſent, or paſt, as Saints or Patriarchs us d. 
Here Love his golden Shafts employs, here lights 
His conſtant Lamp, and waves his purple Wings, 
Reigns here and revels; not in the bought Smile 
Of Harhots, hoveleſs, joyleſs, unindear'd, 

Caſual Fruition ; nor in Court Amours ; 

Mixt Dance; or wanton Mask; or Midnight Ball; 
Or Serenate, which the ſtard d Lover ſings 

To his proud Fair, beſt quitted with Diſdain. 
Mir rox's Paradiſe Loſt. Book IV. Line 750, Gr. 


"Tis admirable fine indeed, Bentivolio; 


and I begin to think there's ſomething of 
Truth 
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Truth in it; though I can tell you, 1 uſed to 
take it only for a Poetical Rant. 

Bent. Well then, Sir, having now ſtript 
Debauchery of its borrowed Plumes, and 


. hewn that Matrimony is not ſuch a frightful 


Spectre as the Men of Pleaſure: are apt to 
think it is: I could produce another good 
and great Reaſon why Fornication ſhould be 
prohibited; why the ſupreme Being would 
have. us bridle the luſtful Deſires of the 
Fleſh, | and not indulge them, but in the 


reaſonable way which he has appointed: 


But I fear it will be diſtaſtful to you. 

Ant. Whereſore, Bentivolios?s? 

Bent. Becauſe it is of too ſublime a Na- 
ture to be of preſent Uſe: Come, Antonio, 1 
have been grave enough with you in all Rea- 
ſon already, I won't mortify . "any mos 
at this time. | 

2281 Why truly I think Gravity is catch- 

; Twas in a very gay Humour when I 

= you this Morning ; but you have talked 
me into the Vapours. 
Bent. Poor Antonio / We'll go to the 
Coffee-Houſe then, take a Diſh of Tea and 
a News-paper, and ſee if that will diſperſe 
them. 

Ant. No, I had rather take t'other Turn 
here, if you'll proceed in your Diſcourſe, 
and give us your ſecond Reaſon why Forni- 
cation is prohibited, 


e . 


Bent, 


af 
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Bent. Don't then think it too Spiritual or 
Abſtracted, nor rally me for encroaching a 
little upon the Province of the Divines; when 
I tell you, that another Reaſon for this Re- 
ſtraint, is, Becauſe God, in his great Goodneſs 
and Favour to us, is willing to viſit our Souls 


by his holy Spirit, and make his Reſidence 


with them, to our great Honour, Conſolati- 
on, and Benefit, which he will not, nor can- 
not do, if we give up our ſelves to fulfil the 
Luſts of the Fleſn. The Reaſon of which 
is plain, for 1. The Mind it ſelf, as has 
been already obſeryed, when clouded by 
the Fumes of Luſt, and born away by the 
furious Guſts of carnal Deſires, (as a Veſſel! 
driven before an impetuous Wind,) is for the 
time hardly ſuſceptible of any Sentiments 
that are worthy and great; and conſequent- 
ly is by no Means a fit Subject for the ſan- 
Qiitying Influences and Impreſſions of the 
Spirit: The holy and bleſſed Spirit of God, 
chuſes and delights to viſit, and inhabit, 
humble, pure, and compoſed Minds. — 
Minds whoſe Pleaſure is to feed on good and 


improving Contemplations, rather then on 


groſs and carnal Idea's ; not ſuch as are en- 
tirely actuated and governed by the Influ- 
ence of the Fleſh ; but ſuch as ſtill preſerye 
the Superiority and Dominion which hey ori- 
ginally received, and endeavour to keep the 
Fleſh in its proper Subjection; not where 
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the Motions of the Fleſh will be ſooner 
liſtned to and entertained than hiz Can it 
be expected, that he ſhould be willing to re- 
main where this is the Caſe? Where he will 
daily find his blefled Influences obſtructed by 
the Prevalence of the Fleſh ; where his own 
' gracious and good Motions will be continual- 
ly over- ruled, by the tumultuous Violence of 
Head-ſtrong Paſſions? Can it be imagined, 
that he will be contented to remain in ſuch a 
Place? To what purpoſe ſhould he continue 
his Preſence: to behold all his own Counſels 
{uperſeded and rejected, while thoſe of the 
_ Fleſh are kindly entertained, and embraced 
with Eagerneſs? No; though his Goodneſs 
be infinite, yet Ins Holineſs and Majeſty are 
infinite likewiſe, and he will never endure 
ſuch. Indignity as this. The holy Spirit of 
Diſcipline, as the Author of the Book called 
The Wiſdom: of Solomon ſays, fleeth from 
Deceit, and withdraweth him ſelf from thoughts 
that are without Underſtanding, and is re- 
buked when Wickedneſs cometh. The whole 
Proem is equally fine, and worth conſulting. 
But 2. As the Mind of Man is by no means 
a fit Habitation for the Reſidence of the holy 
Spirit, when the Fumes of carnal Deſires 
have too violent and irregular an Influence 
upon it, ſo it is {till in a much worſe Condi- 
tion and more unfit to receive him, when the 
Will alſo is corrupted and drawn over to the 
or * Party 
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Party of the Fleſh, goes into all its Meaſures, 
and unites with it cordially in Oppoſition to 
the Spirit: For in this Caſe, it is utterly im- 
poſſible that the holy Spirit of God ſhould 
feel any thing but Diſpleaſure and Averſion 
for ſuch Creatures, who when they may fo 
eaſily convince themſelves of the Reaſonable- 
neſs, and Neceſſity, of the Reſtraint which 
is laid upon them by the Commands of their 
Creator, do yet yoluntarily and without any 
Reſiſtance or Struggle ſurrender themſelves 
up to their Appetites, in Contempt of the 
good and righteous Injunctions of God: It is 
not poſſible, I ſay, but the holy Spirit muſt 
be filled with Abhorrence of a Mind, which 
expreſſes ſuch a wicked Diſregard of the di- 
vine Authority and Commands, in a Point 
where ſo many good Reaſons may be al- 
ledged, even for the Neceſſity of them; and 
conſequently, it was neceſſary that our Crea- 
tor ſhould require us to preſerve our Bodies 
and Minds in Sanctification and Purity, that 
they might be fit in ſome Meaſure for the 
Reception and Habitation of his Spirit. Vou 
are, Antonio, in other Matters regular in 
your Behaviour: You have no other Blot in 
your Character: Yon know with what 
Warmth and Force you have argued againſt 
Atheiſts and Proſaneneſs: You profeſs a Ve- 
neration for the Goſpel of Chriſt, and have 
often inycighed againſt thoſe bold Wits, who 
take 
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take the Liberty of ridiculing Chriſtianity 1 
It is amazing then to me, how you could 
think the Freedoms, in which you allow 
yourſelf, conſiſtent with the Sanctity becoming 
us as Chriſtians; when the Scripture (as I 
ſhall be ready to make good) abounds with 
ſuch a Multitude of Precepts and Exhortati- 
ons to Holineſs and Purity ; declaring our 
Bodies to be Members of Chriſt ; the Tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghoſt; and exhorting us 
not to grieve the holy Spirit, by a wicked 
Profanation of them; nay, reſtraining every 
Look, and Word, and Thought that is not 
chaſte; and "virtuous. I am quite amazed, 
I fay, fo poſitively, and plainly, fo fully, 
and frequently, as Holineſs and Chaſtity are 
enjoined by Chrift and his Apoſtles ; and ſo 
preat ' Reaſons as there manifeſtly are for 
fach Injunction, that any Man ſhould ſeem 
to imagine the Practice of this Vice conſiſtent 
with Chriſtianity. I am ſurprized, that even 
natural Reaſon ſhould not preſently convince 
you 'of the contrary ; nor ſhould I think it 
ſtranger to hear Thieves and Robbers main- 
tain that Houſe-breaking, and Robbing on 
the Highway, are no ways contradiQtory to 
We Laws of the Land. 2 
Ant. Urge it no further; but proceed in 
your Reaſons, if you Nos 8 more to 
5 8 
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Bent. A third Reaſon for the Impoſition 
of the preſent Reſtraint, is, To prevent the 
ill Conſequences of our being too much ad- 
dicted to the Satisfaction of our carnal Ap- 
petites. Where would Men ſtop? Whither 
would not the wicked Luſtfulneſs of the 
Fleſh, (as at preſent corrupted,) carry us, if 
encouraged by the ſmalleſt Permiſſion, and 
Indulgence ? What if another Man's Wife 
ſhould pleaſe you, and you ſhould think it 

ſſible to ſucceed if you attempted her Ho- 
nour ? Will fleſhly Luſt when uſed to be hu- 
moured, and indulged, be eaſily ſaid nay ? 
Will you ſay to it. No my Fleſh ;—Adul- 
tery is forbidden Ground; and will that ſa- 
tisfy it ?—I fear not. I dare almoſt aver 
that it never was ſo; but that he who made 
no Conſcience to offend in one Caſe, would 
not be oyer-ſcrupulous of tranſgreſſing in the 
other. Nor may even this be all. I bluſh 
at the Thoughts of the curſed Abominations 
which ſome Men have fallen into, while they 
gave themſelves up to fulfil the Luſts of the 
Fleſh. Fit is it therefore that this Appetite 
ſhould be under Reſtraint, that it ſhould be 
kept chained, and muzzled, as we do a miſ- 
chievous Dog, which it ſuffered to go looſe 
will have no regard on whom he ſeizes. And 
on this Account alſo, it is fit that we ſhould 
not be allowed in ſo much as a ſingle In- 


ſtance ; becauſe fondly to indulge our Appe- 
E tites 
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tites in any one Inſtance, is letting them 
grow, and gain upon us, and may not only 
be an Introduction to more Adlions of the 
ſame Nature, but may be the Occaſion of 
our proceeding by degrees to all manner of 
Impurity : Juſt as thieyiſh Perſons begin 
with purloming ſmall Matters, but adyance 
from one Step to another, till they become 
notorious for Robberies and Murders. In 
ſhort, the only Way to maintain the Dignity 
of our Nature is, to keep our Appetites in 
the ſtricteſt Subjection to Reaſon, without 
giving them the leaſt Head, or Encourage- 
ment; they are not fit indeed to have any 
Indulgence, for wherever it is given they run 
to Exceſs, and tranſgreſs the bounds of De- 
cency. This alſo is a great and good Argu- 
ment in Favour of thoſe Injunctions of our 
Creator, which are deſigned to lay them un- 
der a proper Reſtraint, and keep them within 
due Bounds. And with this I conclude my 
View of the Reaſons for which Providence 
found it neceffary to deny us this Liberty. 
And now, Sir, you cannot, I think, but be 
fully convinced what weighty Reaſons thoſe 


are, for which our Creator thought fit to 


forbid this promiſcuous Commerce of the 
Sexes. © Be pleaſed then to give your ſelf the 
Trouble to weigh this Fault; put it in the 
Balance of Reaſon, and I am miſtaken, if 
you will not find that which, in the Begin- 
r A ning 
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ning of our Diſcourſe, you ſeemed to think 
ſo ſmall and inconſiderable a Tranſgreſſion, 
hardly worth the Notice, and Regard of the 
Deity, to be a great and provoking Offence, 
and even infinitely heavy with Guilt, Be 
pleaſed to reflect a little on what has been 
diſcourſed, and anſwer me; — When the 
Deity, in his paternal Care over us, has ap- 
pointed a Method for the Satisfaction of our 
natural Appetites, which is every way wiſe 
and good, ſuitable to the Dignity of our 
Nature, and better on all Accounts; When 
we are able to diſcover theſe Advantages in 
the Ordinance of Matrimony by the Light of 
our own natural Reaſon ; and when the Uſe 
and Office of the Reaſon with which we 


arc endowed, is to give good and true Coun- 


fel to us, that the Will informed by it may 
exert its Authority, and Keep the Appetites 
in Subjection, as by the Aſſiſtance of God's 
Grace, which is wanting to none, it is very well 
able- to do; when he would condeſcend fo 
far, as to dwell in us by his Spirit, in order 
to repleniſh our Souls with s Light, to en- 
rich them with Y Graces, and revive them 


with his heavenly Conſolations; when, laſtly, 


there are ſuch ill Conſequences attending the 
Indulgence of our Appetites, and it is ſo apt 
to debauch the Mind, and corrupt it entirely : 
When the Caſe is manifeſtly thus, anſwer 
me, I fay, if it is not highly, and moſt pro- 

| 2 vokingly 
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vokingly Evil in us, if we will not make uſe 
of this Power which we have of Reſtraining our 
Appetites ; but, on the contrary, perſiſt wil- 
fully to indulge them in a way which we 
may eaſily diſcover to be Evil, and not fit 
to be permitted, if we do not ſhut the Eyes 
of our Underſtanding on purpoſe ? When the 
eternal Being beſtowed Reaſon on Man, he 
intended that it ſhould govern the ſenſual 
Appetite, and be the Director, and Rule of 
all our Actions, may he not then be very 
juſtly diſpleaſed to behold us, inſtead of 
maintaining the Sovereignty of our Reaſon, 
(as we ought,) giving up ourſelves to be led 
by our Appetites like Brutes? And that in 
Contempt of his Edicts and Commands to 
the contrary ? And when, (as has been faid,) 
if we will but uſe the leaſt Conſideration, 
we may eaſily be ſenſible how reaſonable it 
is that this Liberty ſhould be denied us, and 
how pernicious to Mankind ſuch Indulgence 
would be, how contrary to their Honour, 
_ Well-being, and Peace? May he not juſtly 
be diſpleaſed, to behold us, inſtead of ma- 

king uſe of his Ordinance, and, as becomes 
us, adoring his Wiſdom, and being thankful 
to his Goodneſs, for his Care of us, ungrate- 
fully and wickedly refuſing to comply with 
his excellent Inſtitution, and introducing all 
manner of Confuſion, and Corruption, by 
rſiſting to act in Contradiction thereto ? 

Ras r 
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Make uſe of your Reaſon, Sir, and Judge, 


whether Fornication be ſo trifling and veni- 
al a Tranſgreſſion, as, for want of Conſide- 
ration, you have hitherto inclined to think 
it; and whether the Almighty has not Rea- 
ſon to be highly provoked at every Offence 
of this Nature? | 

Ant. He has I confeſs, and heartily thank 
you for the ſerious Thoughts you have in- 
ſpired me with on this Subject. Your Argu- 
ments were of ſuch Weight, that though I was 
reſolyed to thwart you in your Proofs, if I 
had room for it, I could find but little handle 
for any Interruption. 

Bent. 1 was glad, I confeſs, to find you 
hear me with ſo much Patience. 

Ant, I am highly pleaſed that I did; tho 
It is certain, if I had thought when I met you 
that you would have enteftained me thus 
long with ſuch a ſerious Diſcourſe, I ſhould 
have ſhunned the Speech of you, and have 
walked ſomewhere elle. 

Bent. Reproof is generally more uſeful 
than welcome: But I ſee you take it, An- 
tonio, in the friendly manner that it was 
meant. Good Senſe will exert it ſelf, and 
draw right Concluſions, when Reaſon is no 
longer blinded by Paſſion. This is now your 
lucid Interval ; go Home and think on what 
I haye faid : Conſider ſedately in your Study 
what we haye diſcourſed on : And improve 
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the good Impreſſions which I flatter my ſelf 
T have made upon you. Our Legs would 
by this time have failed us, if the Earneſt- 
neſs of our Diſpute had not beguiled the 
time, and prevented our taking Notice how 
many times our Steps have meaſured the 
Length of this Terraſs. To morrow Even- 
ing at Five give me Leave to wait on you 
at your Chambers; and there to finiſh what 
we have here begun. 

Ant. No-body ſhall be more welcome 
than dear Bentivolio- And to ſhew you how 


far you have already gained on me, and how 


willing I ſhall be to give you a ſecond Hear- 

ing ; I'll this Minute diſpatch my Servant to 

excuſe my ſpending this Evening with Acra- 
a according to our Appointment, 

Bent. So it ſhould be while the Buſineſs 
is in ſuſpenſe ;, and if ever you make her 
another Viſit with, the ſame View as your 
former, you may lay all the blame of this 
Diſappointment to my Charge. And fo, Sir, 
good Morrow to vou. | 

Ant. Farewel, good Bentivolio. 


' The End of the Firſt Dialogue. 
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EFF 


DIALOGUE I. 


BENTIVOLIO and ANTONIO. 


EANTONIO, your humble 
Servant. 

Antonio. Bentivolio, you 
are always welcome to me, but more parti- 
cularly ſince Yeſterday's Walk. 

Bent. Indeed, Sir, I am glad to hear you 
ſay ſo, for I was a little dubious what Mood 
I ſhould find you in : And had I not enter- 
tained a very good Opinion of your Temper 
and Senſe, I ſhould have feared, that what 
I had taken ſo much Pains to ſay would have 
been wholly forgot; that Paſſion and Love 
of Pleaſure would have juſtled Reaſon out 
of the Saddle, and let looſe the Reins. Pray 
tell me, did not you call your Seryant back, 


before he had got to the Bottom of the 
4 * Stairs, 


Bentivolio. 


i 
; 


—— ͤ — 
— LT — 


— 
by * 
-_ . Doc -. 4 


[ 
"4 
7 
L 
[ 
[ 
1 
0 
} 
8 
1 
; 
[ 
U 
\ 
774 
4/ 
1 
1 
1. 
1 
. 
4 
5 \ 
1 
ry | | * 
ih | 
if 1-14 
% 
j 
i : 
| 
44 
ien 
en 
$1078 
4 
1 
' & | - 
1 
WII : 
3 
Tt — 
4 * 
10 


fl 
"mY 
1 
ind 
1:4 
| 
"I | 
+ 
11 
101 
If 


fa? 


56 The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 


Stairs, with your Letter of Excuſe to Acra- 


Ant. You are pleaſed to rally, Bentivolio : 
No, Tl aſſure you: And if I had ſuch ano- 


ther Aſſignation upon my Hands now, I 


would certainly put it off, till we have fur- 


ther diſcuſſed the Point. 


Bent. Well then, I hope you are through- 
ly fatisfhed, that Fornication is unbecoming 
the Dignity of Man's Nature, and incon- 
ſiſtent with the Happineſs of the World; and 
that Matrimony 1s an Ordinance wiſely con- 
trived to promote the Quiet and Welfare 
of Mankind? 

Ant. Your laſt Diſcourſe ſufficiently con- 
vinced me of it, and I have ſince deliberate- 
ly weighed your Proofs, and find them Co- 


gent. You will, I believe, now find no dif- 


ficalt Matter to make a Convert of me, if 
you will but be ſo good as to prove Forni- 
cation to be expreſsly forbidden in Scripture. 
Bent. That will be a very caſy Matter, 
eſpecially ſince our laſt Talk has ſo well 
prepared the Way for Proofs of this Nature, 
by ſhowing the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſ- 
ſity of ſuch a Prohibition. But, pray, finiſh 
firſt what you are about, and when you have 
laid aſide your Parchments, we will then paſs 
from Law to Divinity. 

Ani. Nay, there is not much Law in it 


neither. It is only a Counter- part of a Leaſe 


: IL was 
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I was peruſing. A Tenant of mine, you 
muſt know, ſome time ſince, took a Farm 
of me, and now refuſes to perform a Condi- 
tion which J here find expreſsly agreed upon. 
He remonſtrates, and ſays it's very hard up- 
on him. But I think, I may in Conſcience 
as well as Law hold him to it; for I let him 
the Leaſe with that Condition, and he volun- 
tarily conſented to it, and has here ſigned and 
ſealed upon thoſe Terms. And unleſs he 
performs his Part of the Agreement, it would 
be very unreaſonable that he ſhould reap ſo 
conſiderable an Advantage, as he yearly does, 
from the Produce of my Lands. 


Bent. That would indeed be very unrea- 
ſonable: Were you the Tenant you would ; 
not act ſo. Antonio ſure is a Man of more ; 


Honour, than to act contrary to his Agree- 
ment, or refuſe obſerving the Conditions of 
any Covenant he had ever entered into. | 
Ant. I hope you don't make the leaſt 
doubt of it, or think I would be either fo 

Inconſiſtent or Diſhonourable. | 7 
Bent. Pardon me if I do, Antonio, | 

Ant. How, Sir 
Bent. Patience, and I'll tell you. I have 
now in my Pocket the Copy of an Inſtrument 
to which you was a Party, and Tl leave it 
to your own impartial Judgement, whether 
you haye not been yery faulty as to the 
Per- 
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r of the Covenants therein ſpeci- 
1 

Ant. You ſurprize me! What, do you 
el too with a Common Prayer Book in your 
Hand? __ 
Bent. No, Antonio; turn but to the Office 
of Baptiſm, and you'll there find what I ſay 
to be a ſerious and melancholy Truth. Lay 
aſide your Prejudices; and do but conſider 
with your Fr. how ill your Manner of Life 
agrees with. your Baptiſmal Covenant ? In 
which, when you had the Honour and Hap- 

ineſs to be dedicated to the bleſſed Trinity, 
and to be made a Child of God, and an In- 
heritor of the Kingdom of Heaven, you pro- 
miſed and engaged, on your Part of the Co- 
venant, to renounce the ſinful Luſts of the 
Fleſh, and to keep God's holy Will and 
-Commandments, all the Days of your Life. 
- Examine your ſelf, Sir, and fee if you have 
Kept to your Engagement; Do you poſſeſs 
your Body in Chaſtity? Do you keep it 
pure, and undefiled? Have you nothing to 
do with the Luſts of the Fleſh ? Do you en- 
deavour to keep the Appetites thereof under 
due Regulation? Do not you rather give 
up your ſelf to them by your own Teſtimo- 
ny ?---Are not you fo far from having utter- 
ly renounced them, and being in a State of 
War with them, that you make them your 


Delight, and purſue them as your chief K* ? 
ou 
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You are fo far, indeed, from-renouncing them, 
that you renounce God, and his Covenant for 
them; ſo far from being at Enmity with 
them, that you follow, and embrace them 
with Greedineſs; ſo far from fighting manful- 
ly againſt them, and reſiſting them to the 
utmoſt, that you yield your ſelf to them 
without any Oppoſition. When do you de- 
ny, and endeavour to bridle your carnal Ap- 
petites? When do you check a Luſt with 
Abhorrence? It is too evident both from 
your Actions and Words, that you never at- 
tempt it; inſtead of this you chuſe to be a 
Slave to your Luſis, rather than a Friend of 
Chriſt; nay, rather than you will leave 
them, and be at Enmity with them, you re- 
Jett the Adoption of God, and are willing to 
be a Child of the Devil; carrying your Do- 
tage and Madneſs to ſuch an Extravagance, 
as to prefer the Hazard of being eternally 
miſerable with them, 'to the Proſpect of ever- 
laſting Happineſs, if you renounce, and for- 
lake them. | 

Ant. —— Hard Words, Bentivolio / 

Bent. I acknowledge them to be ſo; but, 
either theſe Liberties in which you allow 
your ſelf, are not any of the ſinful Luſts, 
which you vowed to renounce, or not at all 
contrary to the Will and Commandments of 
God, which you promiſed to keep, or, my 
Words are as true, as you think them ſevere. 

For 
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For let me ask you,---If the Liberties I am 
ſpeaking of, are of the Number of thoſe ſin- 


ful Lufts which you promiſed God to re- 


nounce,---Is it thus you keep your Promiſe ? 
'Thus your folemn Vows are obſeryed ?---Or 
have you ' utterly forgot them, and want 


ſome Remembrancer to put you in Mind of 
the Engagement you then entered into ?---Or 
do you imagine the Baptiſmal Covenant to 


be a mere Form, an inſignificant Ceremony 
retained only in Compliance with Faſhion and 
Caſtom ? What ſhall I think ?---For if you 
believe the Act of your Baptiſm to have been 


a formal and real Covenant, made between 
the moſt' high God and you his Creature, 
(as it certainly was,) which Covenant was 


then ſolemnly ratified, and ſealed, in the 


| Preſence of ſeveral Witneſſes, by your be- 


ing baptized with Water in the Name of the 
bleſſed Trinity ;---If you believe this, I 


ſay,---You muſt either deny the Freedoms I 
am ſpeaking of to be ſinful, and forbidden 
by God, or acknowledge your ſelf moſt 
falſely to have broken the Covenant you 


then made, and conſequently, to have for- 
feited all Right, and Claim to the Privileges, 
and Benefits, which the Obſervance of your 
Engagements would have entitled you to. 


- -==You are as a mortified, and dead Member, 


which will no longer receive the Influence of 
the Spirit of Chriſt; God will diſown you to 
| | be 


The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 61 


be his Child, and difinherit you of your 
Share in the Kingdom of Heayen.---What 
do you ſay ?---Will you deny the former? 
--- Or acknowledge the latter ?--- 

Ant. Why, I lay, that I am unwilling to 
think any Liberties I take, to be ſo very ſin- 
ful, or / directly contrary to the Will of 
God, as to exclude me from all the Benefits 
of Baptiſm in the Manner you have ſpoken. 

Bent. Then, I think, we have nothing to 
do, but to look into the Scriptures, in which 
God has revealed his Will, and to ſee what 
Information we can get from them, concern- 
ing the Point in debate ; for I confeſs, I am 
of Opinion, that theſe Freedoms are ſo ſin- 
ful, as to be attended with all the ill Con- 
ſequences mentioned. And that you may 
know on what I ground this Opinion, Lend 
me a Bible, and you ſhall fee, Sir, what a Cloud 
of Teſtimonies I can produce in the Affair: 
In how many Places the Scripture gives poſi- 
tive Evidence againſt you. So that I hope 
you will ſoon be ſenſible how great a Miſtake 
you have long been under.---Pray hear me a 
few of the Paſlages.---Matzt. xv. 19. Forni- 
cations are numbered among thoſe Things that 
defile a Man. — Ads xv. 20. Among other 
Things there prohibited, Fornication is one. 
Rom. i. 29. The Heathens are ſaid to have 
been given up by God to a reprobate Mind, and 
to be full of all Injuſtice, Fornication, c. 
| I Cor, 
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1 Cor. vi. 9. St. Paul bids them not be de- 
ceived, for neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, 
nor Adulterers, &c.—-Shall inherit the King- 
dom of Heaven. And, in the 1 3th and fol- 
lowing Verſes of the ſame Chapter, tells 
them, that the Body is not for Fornication, 
but for the Lord; and know you not, ſays 
he, that your Bodies are Members of Chriſt ? 
Shall I then take the Members of Chriſt, and 
make them the Members of an Harlot ? 
God forbid. Know you not, that he that is 
joined to an Harlot is one Body with her ? 
For they two, fays he, ſhall be one Fleſh ; 
but he that is joined unto the Lord, is one 
Spirit. Flee Fornication, every other Sin 
that a Man commits is without the Body ; 
but he that commits Fornication, fins againſt 
his own Body. Which is called in another 
Place the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, and, 
which if any Man defiles, it is faid the Lord 
will deſtroy him, Nay, fo ſtrict is the A- 
poſtle in this Cafe, that he bids them, If 
any one that is a Brother be a Fornicator, Or 
Unclean, with fuch a one no-not to cat; tho' 
as the World goes at preſent, Wickednels is 
-arrived to that Pitch, that this Advice cannot 
_ be ſtrictly obſeryed ; for alas! one might al- 
moſt ſay now, with Relation to Chriſtians 
themſelves, what St. Paul there does of the 
Heathens of his times, That if we muſt wholly 
Er from any Commerce with Men who 
indulge 
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indulge themſelves in this Vice, then muſt 
we needs go out of the World. Thus alſo 


Epheſ. v. 3. It is ordered, that Fornication, 
and all Uncleanneſs ſhould not be ſo much 
as even named among us, as becometh Chri- b 


ſtians; and we are again told, that no For- 
nicator has any Inheritance in the Kingdom 
of Heaven; and bid to let no one deceive 
us with vain Words, for becauſe of theſe 
Things cometh the Wrath of God upon the 
Children of Diſobedience. So alſo, Colo/. iii. 
5. We are exhorted to mortify our Members 
which are upon Earth, Fornication, Unclean- 
neſs, &c. And 1 Theſſi iv. 2. You will find 
the ſame Precept expreſſed in this Manner: 
For ye know what Commandment we gave 
you by the Lord Jeſus; for this is the Will 
of God, even your Sanctification, that ye 
ſhould abſtain from Fornication, that ever 
one of you ſhould know to poſſeſs his Veſſel, 
or Body, in Sanctification, and Honour, not 
in the Luſt of Concupiſcence, or, in the 
Paſſion of Luſt, There are ſeveral other 
Texts to the ſame Purport, * but that T ma 
not be too tedious, I will fold down ſome 
Places which I would have you conſult at 
your Leiſure; and let me recommend to 
your particular Peruſal what you will find 
relating to this Subject in the 4th and 5th 
3 | Chap- 


+: I Tim, 1. 10. Heb. X111, 4. 1 Pet. 1 11. Gal. V, I7, 
12, &c. 
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Chapters of the Epiſtle to the Epheſians. 
Well, Sir, what do you think now? 
Was I in the right or not, in ſaying that For- 
nication would exclude the Perſon that com- 
mits it from the Kingdom of Heaven? 
Ant. You have not ſatisfied me of that 
yet. What if the Word roh,, which is 
rendered Fornication in theſe Places, is not 
rightly tranſlated? 
Bent. Nay, then we are upon a wrong 
Scent indeed; if ſo, you will oblige the 
World wonderfully in giving us the true Ren- 
dering of the Word. If you can do this, 
though I cannot but think your Morality de- 
fectiye in the Point we are ſpeaking of; 
yet, I aſſure you, I ſhall have no ſmall Ve- 
neration for your profound Learning in the 
Languages, in being able to give us the 
true Senſe of a Word which ſo many great 
and learned Men have miſtaken ; who have 
been all ſo blind as to take it to ſignify 
ſimple Fornication, in all the Places I have 
cited. . 
Ant. That's really ſurprizing, Sir; for 
without the leaſt Diſpute, St. Paul under- 
ſtood by it inceſtuous Marriages. 

Bent. I believe 1 ſhall be able to ſatisfy 
78 of the Signification of it.---It is true in- 

ced the Marriage of the inceſtuous Corin- 


: 


thian with his Mother=-in-law, is called or- 
»iz, Fornication ; as alſo it is certain that 


all 
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all inceſtuous Marriages are forbid under this 


Word in the Ads, ch. xv. 20.— But what is the 


25 J f Reaſon of that? W hy, becauſe ſuch Marriages, 


not being lawful, are not to be looked up- 
on as true and real Marriages, but only as 
Acts of Fornication committed with thoſe 
| Perſons. And for this Reaſon it is, that where 
the Gentiles ate forbidden Fornication, ſuch 
Matches as theſe are underſtood in the Pro- 
hibition ; becauſe, (as I have ſaid,) theſe 
Marriages being prohibited, ſuch Perſons arc 
not to be eſteemed to be lawfully and truely 
married, but only to live together in a State 
of Fornication, If this does not ſatisfy you, 
hear what other Reaſons I haye to induce 
me to think, that this Word ſignifies ſimple 
Fornication in the Places alledged, and is no 
otherwiſe applicable to inceſtuous Matches, 
than as ſuch Matches are indeed living in 
Fornication, rather than Marriages. t. The 
Gnoſtics, a pernicious Set of Hereticks in the 
Days of the Apoſtles, allowed and encouraged 
their Followers in promiſcuous Fornication, 
and Uncleanneſs, and at theſe it is that ſeve- 
ral of the Paſſages quoted, are evidently le- 
velled.---It is in order to prevent theſe hor- 
rid Doctrines from ſpreading, that the Apoſtle 
calls upon them to avoid Fornication, to de- 
ny ungodly Luſts, to poſſeſs their Bodies in 
Sanctification and Honour, bidding them 
let no Man decciye them with yain Words, 
F as 
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as the Gno/tics did; for no Fornieator or unclean 
Perſon had any Inheritance in the . 
of Chriſt, and of God. In the ad Place, 
obſerve, that 1 Chr. vi „16. e Wend 
Toprn is uſed, which pe. ihe nothing 22 a 
Harlot, a Woman Who; proſtitutes. herſelf 
for Gain, or Luſt 3 which i is ſo certain, that 1 
challenge any Man to ſhow me one Faſſage, 
in Ft prophane Author, where it is uſed to 
ſignify a Woman who marries within prohi- 
bited Degrees of Kindred. 3. When St. 

Paul appoints, 1 Cor. vii. 2. That every 
Man and Woman, ſhould have their proper 
Wite, and Husband, 9uz reg Topreiz; becauſe 
of, or, to prevent Fornication. It i is evident 
enough, that this is a natural and proper Re- 
medy to prevent Fornication; but how, for 
every Man and Woman to have their Wife, 
and Husband, can be propoſed as an expedi- 
ent to. reſtrain Men from inceftuous Marri- 
ages, I, for my part, cannot conceive. So 
likewiſe when the Apoſtle fays afterwards, 
(Verſe the oth)---If they cannot contain, let 
them marry, it is evident that it is not meant, 

if they cannot contain from inceſtuous Mat- 
ches, but from Fornication ;--- And wherefore 
is Matrimony adviſed in this Caſe, if Inconti- 
nence were nota Vice carefully to be ayoided 
by Chriſtians ? 4. And laſtly, it is aid, r 
Gr. x. 8. Neither let us commit Fornication, 


as ſome of them committed Fornication, and 
fell 
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fell in one Day three and twenty Thouſand: 
And how then did they commit Fornication? 
Why, with the Daughters of Moab, as you may 
ſee in the 2 5th Chapter of the Book of Numbers. 
And for fear it ſhould be replied, that their 
Fornication here ſpoken of was their Idola- 
try, in which Senſe Fornication is ſometinies 
metaphorically uſed ; it is proper to obſerve, 
that the precceding Verſe is made up of a 
Caution againſt this Crime; and conſequent- 
ly, as it would be abſurd to repeat the very 
ſame Precept in the very next Verſe, eſpe- 
cially with ſo expreſſiye a Disjundtion, the 
Word here muſt certainly warn us againſt a 
Tranſgreſſion of a different Nature. — I hope, 
Sir, Thaye ſaid enough to convince you that 
Chriſtians are forbidden Fornication, and that 
under Peril of loſing their ſpiritual Birth- 
right, and forfeiting their Inheritance in Hea- 
ven.— | 8 
Ant. Your Argument, Sir, is ſome what de- 
ficient yet. Fornication, properly ſo called, I 
will now acknowledge to be forbidden; but 
the Queſtion is, whether you do not ex- 
tend the Signification of the Word farther 
than you have Authority. The Words in 
Diſpute, which are tranſlated Harlots, and 
Fornication, are derived from a (eek Verb, 
which ſignifies to Sell, or {ct to Sale.e, Now, 
though I allow that the Prohibitions in which 
thoſe Words are uſed, do forbid us to have 
Fs -* 
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any Commerce with thoſe Creatures who 


make Fornication their Trade, yet I am not 
fatisfied that all carnal Familiarity with the 


Sex, that is not preceeded by Matrimony, -is  - 


included in the Prohibition, and liable to the 
fame Penalty as the otngern. 

Bent. I wonder you ſhould doubt it. And 
will you venture your Soul upon ſo poor a 
Diſtinction as this! Alas, Sir, what unſound, 
what ſuperficial Reaſons, can even a Man of 
Senſe be contented with, when they favour 
his own Inclinations ? However, if you real- 
ly are not fatisfied that they are both equally 
included in the Prohibition, what I am go- 
ing to ſay, will, I hope, make it clear be- 
yond all Poſſibility of Queftion. 1. When 
St. Paul adviſes that if a Man cannot contain, 
he ſhould marry ; is it not evidently meant, 
if he is not able to poſſeſs his Body in Cha- 
ſtity with reſpe& to any act of Luſt? Or is 
it Continence, think you, if a Man ayoids the 
common Creatures of the Town, though he 
has to do with twenty Perſons who paſs up- 
on the World for Women of Virtue ?---If a 
Man cannot contain, holy Paul / Who 
might not contain, if this were Continence ? 
2, It ' was the Fornication and promiſcuous 
Luſts of the Gnoſſics, (as I told you before,) 
at which many of theſe Precepts were le- 
yelled ; which was not having Commerce with 


Harlots, but promiſcuouſly among them - 
4 ſelyes. 
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ſelyes. 3. The Scripture makes uſe of other 
Words beſides Toraz Fornication, which ſut- 
ficiently determine its Meaning; fuch as 
Col, Laſciviouſneſs, dxezrae Inconti- 
nence, EI, Luſt ; now I hope you will 
not deny the Liberties in which you allow 
your ſelf to be Laſciyiouſneſs, Incontinence, 
and Luft, though you ſeem toqueſtion whether 
they are included under the Term Fornica- 
tion : A Scruple which indeed would never 
have entered into the Head of a Man, who 
did not purpoſely ſeek an Evaſion. For 
Aocreta is the ordinary Greek Word to expreſs 
any unlawful Commerce with Women; inſo- 
much that you ſee St. Paul, not looking on 
the inceſtuous Corinthian's Cohabitation with 
his Mother-in-law to be Marriage, calls it 
op Fornication, though it is evident his 
Crime was not having to do with a common 
Harlot, but Cohabiting with his Mother-in- 


law, under the Pretence of Matrimony, which 


is forbidden to be contracted in that Degree of 
Affinity. In ſhort, by the ſame ſubtil Diſtincti- 
on, which you have found out in Relation 
to this Word, you might perſuade your ſelſ 
that the Homily againſt Fornication has no 
Relation to any Action of yours, becauſe 
the Word Fornication, primarily and origi- 
nally implies a Commerce with publick and 
profeſt Harlots, which you are above. One 
would have thought the Apoſtles had taken 

F 3 ſufficient 
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ſufficient Care to have their Meaning under- 
ſtood; for I kn of but one Word more in 
the Greek Tongue for Lewdneſs, or Debau- 
chery, which they have not uſed, and that 
is a poetical Word, which is better in 


proſe Authors expreſſed by theſe the Apo- 
ſtles make uſe of. 4. What Reaſon can 
you or any Man produce, why it ſhould be 
leſs criminal to have to do with a Woman 


who is not common, and does not proſtitute 
her ſelf for gain, than with one who does? 
For my Part, I believe, that upon Enquiry 


the former will be found to be much the 
greater Fault; for in this Caſe you contribute 
to corrupt and make the Perſon worſe than 
ſne was before, which in the other Suppoſi- 
tion can hardly be done. For, if ſhe has ne- 
ver known Man, you rob her of her Inno- 


cence: If ſhe has in the ſame criminal way, 


T ſee no Difference between her and the o- 


thers, but that ſhe is not reduced to make 


her Shame her Livelihood as they are. I add, 
that, in this Cafe, you do a greater Injury 
to the Parents and Relation of the Woman, 
by originally beginning or furthering the 
Corruption of thtir Daughter or Relation; 
and if any honeſt Man ſhould afterwards 
marry this Perſon under the Notion of a 
Woman of Virtue, it is your Guilt to have 
been in part, if not wholly, the Occaſion of 

enn ee n eee en ene 


7 V &,A00v) J. 


The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 71 


his being impoſed upon in an Inſtance, in 
which, of all others, a Man is moſt deſirous 
not to be deceived. From all which I think 
J may juſtly conclude, that the former is 
by nich the more criminal Act. 5. If For- 
nication, even in the ordinary Acceptation, 
be a Fault, who does not know that this 
Branch of Wickedneſs owes its original and 
encreaſe almoſt wholly to the other? Who 
does not know that theſe profligate Crea- 
tures, are, for the greateſt part, Women 
who being privately debauched, kept ſome 
time, and at laſt forfaken by their Gallants, 
thruſt themſelves afterwards upon the Town; 
either becauſe, having now loſt their Virtue, 
they are reſolved to give themſelves entirely 
to Looſeneſs, or elſe becauſe, after they have 
thus ruined their Reputation, they are utter- 
ly at a loſs how to beſtow themſelves; to re- 
turn to their Friends they are aſhamed ; if 
they are inclined to go to Service, it would 
be hard to light of a Place, or they haye no 
one to recommend them; if they would ap- 
ply themſelves to work for their Bread, it 
would be difficult to find Employment, and 
much harder aſter they have lived in Plea- 
ſure and Eaſe with their Lovers, to ſubmit to 
the Drudgery and Toil of ſo laborious a Live- 
lihood. Thus thro' the Deſpair of a Proviſion, 
and a Diſ-inclination to obtain it by Labour 
if they could, the Concluſion is, that they 


F 4 go 
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go upon the Common for a Subſiſtence. And 
cannot you caſily perceiye that to be a Vice 
to which the Ruin of ſo many wretched and 


ſcandalous Creatures is owing ? And you 


may aſſure your ſelf of the Certainty of my 
Poſition, that it is to private Incontinence 
that their encreaſe is to be aſcribed, and that 
if no Women were thus corrupted, the Num- 
ber of theſe Creatures would become yery 
1mall. Laſtly, Sir, you don't ſeem to con- 
ſider the Conſequences of your Opinion: All 
Perſons are equally obliged to be virtuous, 
or equally free from Reftraint in the Matter ; 
if Incontinence be not a Fault in you, or in 
any one Woman with whom you commit 
Fornication, it is not in another; and ſo a 
Door is open to univerſal Proſtitution, than 
which nothing can be more oppoſite to that 
Sanctity of Manners, to introduce which, in 
order to our Reconcilement with God, was 
the main Deſign and End of Chriftian Reli- 
gion, as I hope to convince you before I 
have done. Conſider, Sir, what a Place! 
What a Stews would the World be, if every 
Body was to make uſe of this Liberty? 
Which ſince yon think allowable in your 
ſelf, you muſt conſequently acknowledge to 
be open toall. What think you of this Con- 
ſequence? Or how would you approve theſe 
Liberties in your Sifters or Daughters? Is it 
£162 KT | ; not 
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not time to give up an Opinion which ends 
in this. * 8) 
Ant. I doubt it is. But I have one Argu- 
ment yet which ſeems to favour our Cauſe, 
which unleſs you can defeat, we ſhall not 


be thoroughly ſatisfied. 


Bent. What is that? | 

Ant. That we have many Examples in 
Scripture of the Conduct a good Men, in 
this Particular, which as they are ſet before 
us without any Reflection to their Diſadvan- 
tage, ſeem fairly to imply the Indifferency of 
Concubinage. I might Inſtance in AMrabam, 
Jacob, David, and Solomon. 

Bent. As for Solomon, the Hiſtory it ſelf 
reflects on his Incontinence, (i Kings xi. 2.) 
and takes Notice of the pernicious Conſe- 
quence of it, the Seduction of the wiſeſt 
Man living, to idolatrous Worſhip, the great- 
eſt Folly in Nature. As for the others, 1. It 
may be queſtioned whether they were not 
culpable on this Account, many things being 
related of them, in which they are by no 
Means to be imitated, though the Hiſtorian 
aiming chiefly at Brevity, and Simplicity, 
does not ſtay to make any Remarks on the 
Relation. In the 2d Place, I obſerve, that 
theſe Inſtances are not parallel to the Caſe in 
Queſtion. 1. Becauſe the Concubines of the 
Patriarchs, as likewiſe of David and Solomon, 
were Captiye Women, either taken in War, 

Or 
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or bought with Money, and not the Daugh- 
ters of their Brethren, tempted to.Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, and corrupted by them; which alters 
the Caſe confiderably, efpecially if it be re- 
membered, that it was then the Cuſtom of 

| the whole World to make Concubines of ſuch 
Slaves; (as you may ſee in Homer, Sophocles, 
and moſt Writers of Antiquity ;) and therefore, 
no expreſs Command appearing againſt it, they 
might think themſelves at Liberty to do the 
fame. (Though I rather look upon them all 
to have been in the degree of Wives, accor- 
ding to the Permiſſion given in the Book of 
Deut. relating to this Matter. And yet e- | 
yen allowing it to be thus, the two latter 
| were not excuſable, for multiplying Wives, | 
contrary to the Prohibition recorded in Deut.) 
2. Becauſe there appears nothing of Inconti- 
nence in the two former Inſtances, the Wives 
themſelves (on Account of their own Barren- 
neſs,) adviſing their Husbands to take their 
Hand-maids to their Beds. 3. Becauſe this 
might be permitted to the Patriarchs that fo 
their promiſed Encreaſe might be the more 
ſpeedy, they being as yet few in Number in 
the midſt of idolatrous Nations. In the laſt 
Place, this Objection is ſufficiently anſwered, 
by ſaying, That however this Queſtion be 
ſtated, whether they were all to be looked 
upon as Wives, or whether Concubinage was 

s 0 v*1 , FH bt #:4ig p then 


Deut. xxi, I Deut. xvii. 17. 
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then winked at, as Polygamy was, on Account 
of their Fewneſs; or the better to further that 
prodigious, Encreaſe which was promiſed to 
their Father Abraham. However this was, 
it is little to our preſent purpoſe, it being 
now manifeftly prohibited, as I think, I have 
ptoved, and that not without good and 
juſt Reaſons for ſo doing. Are you yet 
eiae? 

Ant. I remember one Plea more. 

Bent. What is it. | 

Ant. It is drawn from that Precept of the 
Apoſtles in the Book of their“ Ads, where 
the Gentiles are bid to abſtain from Things 
'offered to Idols, and from Blood, and from 
Things ftrangled, and from Fornication. 
From which Text ſome maintain the Indif- 
ferency of Fornication ; their Argument is 
this That fince it is evident the Chriſtian 
World have thought themſelves at Liberty 
to lay aſide the Obſervation of the other Ar- 
ticles of this apoſtolical Preſcript, they ſee no 
Reaſon why Fornication ſhould not be 
thought equally indifferent, and may not be 
diſpenſed with as well as the reſt. 
Bent. It is a difficult Matter to draw a 
Perſon away, who is reſolved to maintain 
his hold to. the utmoſt of his Power. You 
Men of Pleaſure catch at every Thing, I ſee; 
but it is to little purpoſe, we ſhall force you 
N r 4 from 

* Achs xv. 29, 


76 The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 


from every Hold. —I reply, in anſwer to 
their Plea ;—1. That there is a great deal 
to be ſaid for diſpenſing with theſe Precepts 
of Abſtaining from Blood, (if it be not un- 
derſtood of humane Blood,) and Things 
ſtrangled; namely, that they were then add- 
ed, only that the Jeuiſh Conyerts who were, 
at that time, a conſiderable, if not the major 
Part of the Chriftian Church, and were ac- 
cuſtomed to be ſtrict in the Obſervation of 
theſe Matters, might not be ſcandalized; and 
conſequently, that they became indifferent 
when this Reaſon for their Obſeryation no 
longer ſubſiſted. This is the Opinion of the 
Fathers, and of moſt learned Writers who 
have conſidered the Place; and is certainly 
ſufficient to juſtify our Conduct in the Caſe. 
Whereas, on the other hand, it is impoſlible 
to offer any Thing of Moment for diſpenſing 
with Fornication, or to invalidate the Argu- 
ments againſt it. In the ad Place, I muſt 
obſerve, that there is a great Difference be- 
tween them, in this, That if you take away 
this Paſſage, you will find nothing in the 
New Teſtament but what rather youches 
for Liberty with reſpect to Meats ; which 
very much fayours their Opinion who look 
on this Clauſe to be added purely in Compli- 
ance to the Jews, Whereas, if this Text 
were deſtroyed, we could find twenty others 
as full and expreſs as poſſible againſt Forni- 
a cation 
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cation; on which Account it is impoſſible 
to think of diſpenſing with his Part of the 
apoſtolical Decree ; although ſuch Reaſons 
may be alledged as may be judged ſufficient 

to juſtify our Practice in neglecting the other. 
This Obſervation alone, I think, might con- 

vince us that Fornication is by no Means to 
be diſpenſed with. LED 

Ant. All, it is 3 Bentivolio, are not of 
your Opinion; if they were, the Pope ſure 
would never grant Licenſe to publick Stews 
nor would the Liberty of doing the like have 
been formerly annexed as a Prerogative to 
ſome Biſhopricks in England * I have heard 
'alfo that it is eſteemed but a flight and veni- 
al Fault, both by Caſuiſtis, and Confeſſors of 
the Romiſh Communion, 

Bent. I have nothing to ſay to your Au- 
thorities, unleſs you are able to juſtify their 
Proceedings by Scripture and Reaſon, which 
I am ſure is impoſſible. I ſhall only take 
Notice, that I doubt we are in more Danger 
of Popery than I imagined; for, I fear, the 
Pope might be very able to make a very 
conſiderable Party among us, by his fole Pri- 
velege of granting us ſuch Toleration. But 
how he will be able to ſilence the Remon- 
ſtrances of ſo many Places of Scripture, un- 
leſs it be by his former Method of locking i: 
up,---I know not. In ſhort, Sir, what has 
been done, or in done, makes nothing to 

our 
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our purpoſe; we are enquiring, not what 
ag, or is pradi ſed, but what, gt to be; 
. in this I think the Word of Godas expreſ- 
five as poſſible, howeycr ſome, either for pri- 
vate Ends, or in Excuſe of their own Practi- 
ces, may have endeayoured to weaken the 
Force of the Command, and extenuate the 
Guilt of the Crime, by unſound and falla- 
cious Gloſſes. Have you any thing more ? 
Ant. N othing,—1 give up. the Queſtion. , 
Bent. I am glad of it. I little thought 
there would be any Neceſſity for ſuch a. Mul- 
titude of Arguments to prove ſo plain a Point 
as this; but our Men of Faſhion are at pre- 
ſent ſo prodigiouſly and ſophiſtically learned 
concerning the Caſe of Fornication, that, as 
elear as the Matter is, if T had not prepared my 
ſelf well, and called my Greek to my Afſ- 
ſiſtance, I don't know how I ſhould have 
come off. But no more of that, for I have 
another Affair to ſettle with you. 
Ant. Relating to what. ; TE 
Bent. To your Leaſe there. In ſhort, 
your Tenant 5 been with me, and affirms, 
that what you complain of is not any way 
contrary to the Tenour of his Leaſe. And 
for my part, there appears to me to be ſo 
much Reaſon in what he ſays, that I muſt de- 
tend him in it, 
Ant. Not contrary to the Tenour of his 
Leaſe? Pray take the Inſtrument and look 
on 
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on it, and ſee if any Thing can be more 
plainly expreſſed. than that he is to have no- 
thing to do with the Yoods; and yet the 
Raſcal has been ſo impudent to cut up eve- 
ry thing about the Ground, and has ſcarce left 


me ſo much as a Buſh or Thorn to ſtop a 


Gap. But if I liye, I will trounce him 
for it.— gee. © 
Bent. You may find it a more difficult 
Piece of Work than you imagine. 5 
Ant. How ſo? What can be more 
clear than that he is not to fell any Wood? . 
Bent. He affirms he has not cut down an 
Mood; your Woods, he ſays, are as he foun 
them, he has only lopped and felled a few 
articular Trees. meme ot 
Ant. Pho !—You are diſpoſed to be mer- 
ry.---You can't think that ſuch a Quibble as 
that will ſerye his Turn. I only wiſh you 
had choſen ſome other 'Time for your Mirth 
I am not at preſent in a jeſting Humour. 
Bent. I fear you have no Reaſon for it. 
To be plain with you, Antonio, my Drift is, 
to haye you make the Application ; and as 
you cannot but be ſenſible, how much it 
would provoke you to haye the plain Mean- 
ing of your Writings gloſſed away, by forced 
and foreign Interpretations of the common- 
eſt Words, or Evaſions and Quibbles that 
were perfectly trifling,---To bring you to 
reflect 


" 
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reflect whether your Creator may not as juſt- 
Ty be diſpleaſed in the higheſt degree to ſee 
Men putting on a voluntary Blindneſs, reſu- 
fing to acknowledge the plain and known 
Senſe of Words, and abuſing the Reaſon he 
has given them to Juſtify their Violation of 
1 clear and poſitive a Compact, by ridicu- 
lous Diſtinctions, and Arguments that have 
nothing but Out-ſide, and Show. Tell me 
truly, would not you in the Caſe I have 
ſuppoſed, take the Forfeiture mentioned, or 
proſecute the Offender for Damages to the ut- 
moſt that the Law would allow? 
Ant. Yes. 
Bent. Why then, you haye no Reaſon to 
expect any Thing elſe from your Creator; 
for you have falſely broke through the 
Articles agreed on, and then fooliſhly thought 
to excuſe your Breach of Faith, one while 
by falſe and unreaſonable Complaints of the 
Hardneſs of the Conditions, at other 'Times 
by ſuch ridiculous and far-fetched Evaſions, 
that one would wonder a Man of Senſe 
ſhould not be aſhamed to uſe them; and, 
conſequently, as you would have no Com- 
paſſion on a Tenant who ſhould act in this 
Manner, you have the greateſt Reaſon to 
fear that (unleſs you heartily repent,) your 
Creator will animadvert as ſeverely on you. 
What can you ſay? Will not your own 
PIE Words 
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Words furniſh him with a Rule by which to 
judge you? 

Ant. I own it with Bluſhes. 

Bent. Are you then, my dear Antonio, 
are you at laſt become ſenſible of your 
Fault? Is the cloudy Miſt removed — 

our Underſtanding? Doth Reaſon exert her 
elf? And do you at length begin to think 
like a Man, and a Chriſtian?— Permit me, 
however, for your better Conviction, or at 
leaſt to inſpire you with a greater Abhor- 
rence of your Crime; permit me, I ſay, to 
aſſiſt you in forming a true Notion of its 
Guilt, by diſſecting it, as it were, before 
you, and ſhowing you how many aggra- 
vating Circumſtances may be diſcovered 
therein. 

Ant. O, Bentivolio, T admire your Good- 
neſs, I reverence your Zeal, and gratefully 
acknowledge your fincere Endeavours for 
the Reformation of your Friend. But, at 
preſent, leave me to my ſelf I beg of you; 
leave me to my own Reflections: My Soul 
is too full to purſue the Subject. Whenever 
you will favour me with another Viſit, PII 
then willingly hear all yon have to ſay againſt 
the irregular Lite I have hitherto led, and 
now begin to deteſt. Then, my Friend, 
I will beg your kind Directions by what 


Means I may beſt free my ſelf from that 
G heavy 
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_ Load of Guilt, which now lies upon 


nſcience. 
W Till then, adieu Antonio, 
Ant. Farewel, my beſt Friend, I ſhall 
be always your Debtor for theſe Favours. 
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DIALOGUE It 


BENTIVOLIO and ANTONIO. 


I dear Phyſician, are you 
then come to ſhew your 
ſollicitous Care for your 
unhappy Patient? It was 
you who firſt diſcovered my Diſtemper, 
perſuaded me that my Condition was full 
of Hazard, whilſt I tooliſhly thought my 
ſelf in perfect Health; and have kindly un- 
dertaken my Cure, 

Bent. It I can perfect it, my Antonio, my 
Pains will be richly recompenſed, in reſto- 
ring a Perſon of your real Worth, to a 
ſound Condition. The Remedies I have 
adminiſtred are really ſharp. I am ſenſible 
of it, but your Diſeaſe was violent, and 
G 3 your 


Antonio. 
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your Caſe dangerous. In ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces, Canterizing and Amputation are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. The Operations you have 
undergone are vexatious and painful: They 
have, I ſee, had ſome Effect upon your 
Looks: They have deprived you of your 
uſual Pleaſantry, made your Complexion 
pale and wan, and fixed a ſolemn Melan- 
choly upon your Brow. But fear not, Sir, 
take Courage, and aſſure your ſelf that the 
florid Countenance and engaging Smile, 
which you late was Maſter of, will ſhort- 
ly return, when your Health is confirmed. 

Ant. Why truly, Bentivolio, your Medi- 
cines have kept me waking : I have had 
very little Reſt ſince you firſt took me in 
Hand. | 

Bent. We Phyſicians, Sir, are pleaſantly 
taxed with flattering our Patients, and ſay- 
ing, So much the better, to all Kind of Symp- 
toms : But in good Earneſt, if I have any 
Skill the Phyſick I have given you has had 
its deſired Effect: Inclination to Sleep 
would have been very dangerous; for I was 
very apprehenſive of a ſtubborn and mortal 
Lethargy enſuing, if it had not taken the 
preſent Turn. And now, Sir, ſuffer me 
once more to open the Wound, that I may 
Tee if there be no latent Miſchief, I muſt 
probe it to the Bottom, before it will be 
ſafe to heal it up. And then I ſhall pre- 
5 Mi «46. + * N ; , Hs {ribe 
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ſcribe a Courſe of ſafe Medicines, which, 
by God's Bleſſing, will reſtore you to a 
better State of Health, than you ever yet 
enjoyed, 

Ant. You carry on the Alluſion, Bentivo- 
lio, as if you had made Phyſick your Stu- 
dy. You are certainly my ſpiritual Phyſi- 
cian; let me then know the worſt of my 
Caſe, and I will ſincerely ſubmit to all 
your Directions, tho? never ſo diſtaſt ful. 

Bent. You mult then excuſe me, Antonio, 
if in the Sequel of my Diſcourſe, I repeat 
ſome Things which I have formerly faid : 
For though they may not have flipt out of 
your Memory, yet ſome weighty Arguments 
may profitably be inculcated and enforced ; 
and the whole Chain of Reaſoning, when 
_ thrown into one View, may probably have 
a better Effect. 

For which Purpoſe, permit me now to 
| endeavour to give you a true Notion of 
the actual Guilt of Fornication, (which Men 
willing to be deceived think ſo venial a 
Tranſgreſhon,) by ſhowing it to you im- 
partially ſet forth, with all its Aggrava- 
tions, | 

In the firſt Place, then, it is a grievous 
Sin againſt God, as it is a wilful Tranſ- 
greſſion of his good and reaſonable Laws: 
I fay, his good and reaſonable Laws; for 
in this conſiſts much of the Evil of Forni- 

63 cation, 
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cation, (which Men blinded and led away 


by their Luſts, will not take into Confide- 
ration,) namely, That our Creator has, in 
his Wiſdom and Concern for our Welfare, 
appointed a Way in which it is lawful for 
us to fatisfy our natural Appetites, which is, 
on many Accounts, better than a beſtial Li- 
berty ; and, conſequently, for Man to ne- 
glect and deſpiſe the lawful and appointed 
Way, and, in Oppoſition to his expreſs Com- 


- mandments, to give himſelf up to an unre- 


ſtrained Indulgence of his Appetites, (which 
is on many Accounts evil, and not to be 
permitted,) is certainly highly criminal, and 
may very well provoke his Diſpleaſure. It 
is true, indeed, he might, if he had ſo 


pleaſed, have forbid Fornication, without 


any good Reaſon for ſuch Prohibition, (at 
leaſt that we were able to diſcover,) nay, 
even though all the Advantages had lain 
on its Side; and {till it would have been 
an indiſpenſable Duty to have obeyed his 
Commands. But he acts not in fo arbitra- 
ry a Manner, his Laws are all reaſonable, 
and to be preferred, on ſeveral Accounts, to 
the Actions they reſtrain; all of them ſpeak 
the Care and Concern of a Parent towards 
his Creatures, and not the bare Pleaſure of 
an abſolute Sovereign ; and, conſequently, 
the greater is the Wickedneſs of Man in 
refuſing to comply, and yield — to 

them. 
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them. 2. It ſins grievouſly againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt, not only in diſobey ing the Precepts 
of the Goſpel, but by making that Body 
which he has engrafted into his own, (and 
which may be eſteemed a Part of him, as it 
is a Member of his myſtical Body, the 
Church, and has been, in an incomprehen- 
ſible Manner, united and made one with 
his own, by Participation of his bleſſed Body 
and Blood in the Sacrament of the Eucha- 
riſt ;) It Sins againſt Chriſt, I ſay, by ma- 
king this, now pure and ſacred Body, which 
may be looked upon as one with his, to 
become one with that of an Harlot. 3. It 
wickedly pollutes, and defiles a Soul and 
Body, which the holy Spirit has ſanctified, 
and ſet a-part, to be a living Temple for 
his own Inhabitation ; which is certainly 
ſinning againſt the Holy Ghoſt, though not 
in the ſame Meaning in which our bleſſed 
Saviour made uſe of that Expreſſion: Add 
the ſenſible Affront which it offers to this 
bleſſed Perſon, as we thereby reject his Di- 
rection, and yield our ſelves up to the 
Guidance of the Fleſh. 4. Its Guilt is yet 
further enhanced, as it is a Breach of a ſo- 
lemn Covenant, which we entered 1nto 
with our God, at the time when we were 
baptized. It is true, indeed, we ought to 
avoid it, both on Account of his Prohibition, 
and from the Reaſon of the Caſe; but we 
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are more ſtrongly bound to do ſo, when we 
have tyed our ſelves by the moſt. ſacred 
Engagements to abſtain from ſuch Impuri- 
ty. F. It fins againſt your Duty towards 
the Perſon corrupted : For, whereas we 
ought to exhort one another to Virtue, and 
to endeavour after the Improvement of all 
we converſe with, you take the Opportuni- 
ty of her Weakneſs ro ſeduce her to offend ; 
inſtead of ſtrengthening and confirming her 
in Virtue, the Work and Duty of a Chri- 
ſtian, you act the Part of a Devil, and 
tempt her to tranſgreſs. You fin, likewiſe, 
in * great Miſchief and Prejudice you do 
the Perſon debauched, by deſtroy ing her 
Virgin Purity, (if you have the Guilt of 
firſt corrupting her,) and polluting her Soul 
and Body, and thereby expoſing her to 
the hazard of Shame here, and of Puniſh- 
ment hereafter, by debauching her Inclina- 
tions, and if it be poſſible, by being the 
Occaſion of her being reduced, from a Wo- 
man of Virtue, to the vileſt Proſtitution. 
It may happen alſo; that you may 2 
(in ſome Meaſure prove the diſtant Cauſe 
of the ſame Sin in others, who may at- 
terwards be corrupted and drawn in by her 
Sollicitations. —Tf* the Perſon was cor- 
rupted before, you then (in Addition to 
the Aggravations before · mentioned,) fin 
againſt your Duty towards her, by — 
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her to add to the Heap of her Tranſgreſſi- 
ons, which is already too great, and by 
confirming her in her Iniquity and Proſti- 
tution, inſtead of endeavouring (as you 
ought,) to reclaim her therefrom. 

Ant. Under Fayour, Sir, How can that 
be eſteemed an Injury to her, if ſhe willing- 
ly conſent to it? This is plainly t ocontra- 
dict the Maxim, Volenti non fit Injuria. 

Bent. That Maxim, Sir, that no Injury 
can be done, if the Party concerned freel 
conſents to it, will not hold good in ſuc 
Caſes as theſe, where the Party is enticed 
and drawn in to act any thing to their De- 
triment, Beſides, the Corruptor, (in this 


Caſe) practiſes on her Appetites ; he firſt in- 


ſtigates, and then aſſiſts them to revolt from 
their Subjection to Reaſon : So that it is 
not her Reaſon, but her Appetites ; not the 
better Part of her, (which is moſt properly 
She ;) but the worſe Part over-powering the 
better, which complies. But to proceed, 
6. Suppoſing any Iflue to be born of theſe 
unlawtul Embraces, you will then have 
ſomething farther to anſwer for upon their 
Account; — as you do them a manifeſt In- 
jury, in being the Inſtrument of bringing 
them into the World under ſuch diſgrace- 
ful Circumſtances ;-—As they are like to 
inherit nothing from you, but the Shame 


and Scandal of their Birth ;— And ir is to 


be 


PD! 
* bY 
2 
Py 
"= 
* 
* 
4 
8 
4 
. 
> 
LJ 
: 
#5 
0 
1 
1 
_ 
bn 
% 6 
4 


P 


, 7 bh > * er * 2 
= 2 4 27 A ; ? . * 4 


go The May of Pleaſure Reformed. 


be feared, little or no Care will be taken 
of their Education. It may befal likewiſe, 
that you may (in ſome Degree,) prove the 
Occaſion of great Wickedneſs in the Wo- 
man, and great Injury towards the Child, 
as it may be clandeſtinely deſtroyed, either 
before, or after its Birth ; which I think a 
melancholy, and ſhocking Conſideration. 
In ſhort, whatever ſuch Child may in any 
fort ſuffer, as a Conſequence of its Birth, 
mult be looked upon as Part of the Guilt 
of the Parents, of the Corruptor in parti- 
cular. 7. You do a great and irreparable 
Injury to the Relations of the Perſon cor- 
rupted; to her Parents, in particular, who, 
perhaps, bred her up with Care and La- 
bour, in hopes that ſhe would prove a Com- 
fort to their Age; and inſtead thereof, be- 
hold her humbled, and defiled, (if not ruin- 
ed, and brought to publick Shame) by 
your pernicious, and execrable Luſt 
Obſerve here that the Injury is the ſame on 
your Part, whether it ever arrives to their 
Knowledge, or not; for notwithſtanding 
their Ignorance of it, whatever 1s done to 
the Detriment of their Daughter, is a real 
Injury to them. who are immediately con- 
cerned in her Welfare; Nay, even tho? 
it be tranſacted after their Deaths; ſtill they 
are injured in the Perſon of their Child, and 
will infallibly demand Satisfaction 5 the 
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divine Juſtice on the Perſon of the Cor- 
ruptor. | 

Ant. But let us ſuppoſe, Bentivolio, that 
both the Woman her ſelf, and her Parents, 
do all conſent to the Proſtitution ; for there 
have been Caſes of this Kind, 

Bent. Pity it 1s that there ever ſhould : 
But as a Daughter has not Power over her 
ſelf, but is in Duty and Gratitude obliged to 
obtain the Conſent of her Parents in dif. 
poſing of her ſelf; ſo if the Parents ſhould 
be wicked enough to give their Approbati- 
on, and conſent that their Daughter ſhould 
be debauched ; even this Plea will ſignify 
nothing : For the Conſent of all Parties can 
never make that to be right, which is 
wrong in its own Nature. Again, 8. B 
ſuch Practices as theſe, you offend again 
the Rules of Society, as conſtiruted by hu- 
man Laws, (as well as Divine ;) you ſubvert 
the- peaceable Eſtate, and good Order of the 
World, and introduce Uneaſineſs, Enmity, 
Complaints, and many other Evils, into 
Life. 9. You offend greatly, as you hereby 
offer an Injury to another, which you your 
ſelf would reſent in the higheſt Manner, 
were the Perſon defiled a Daughter, or 
Relation of your own. Then the Caſe 
would be, —— Should he deal with our Siſter, 
as with an Harlot— And nothing but 
Blood could atone for the Offence | Fs 
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does it make any real Difference in the Caſe, 

that you may be rich, and they poor; for 
whatever be their Circumſtances, they may 
value the Honeſty of their Daughter, as 
highly as you do the Virtue of yours; nay, 
Virtue may poſſibly be of greater Eſtimati- 
on to ſuch a one, than to a Perſon of ſupe- 
riour Fortune, becauſe it may be all that ſhe 
may have to recommend her; and, conſe- 
quently, to deprive her of this, is robbing 
her of all! At leaſt it may be ſaid, that not- 
withſtanding the Difference of their Condi- 
tion, her Soul may be as valuable as the 
Soul of your Daughter. 10. You fin by 
the evil Example you ſet before others, 
and in the Encouragement you thereby give 
them to offend in like Manner. Particu- 
larly, by the pernicious Influence your Ex- 
ample has on your Acquaintance, and Do- 
meſticks, the latter of which generally con- 
form themſelves to the Pattern their Maſter 
ſets them; ſo that where the Maſter makes 
little Conſcience of this Vice, the Family is 
ſeldom better. Thus by your Example, 
and Influence, you patronize, encourage, 
and promote Vice in the World, which 
is an Abominationto the moſt High; where- 
as you ought to be a Promoter, and Encou- 
rager of Godlineſs in general, and your Ex- 
ample ſhould animate both your Equals and 
Inferiours to embrace it; this was, * 
the 
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the End for which God beſtowed Wealth 
and Honour upon you; this the Uſe he ex- 
you ſhould make of them. A very 
eavy and aggravating Circumſtance, this 
laſt! Conſider it, I beſeech you, for your 
Behaviour has been worſe than you ima- 
ine; I wiſh you would reflect on what you 
— been doing. The main End of Chriſt's 
Coming was to aboliſh all Sin, and Impu- 
rity; whereas your former Courſe of Life 
tended directly to ſpread and promote it; 
in ſhort, nothing can be more contrary to 
your Profeſſion; Lou deſired to be 
thought one of the Sons of God, and Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt; but I muſt tell you frankly, 
that your paſt Actions better become an 
Agent, and Miſſionary of Satan !——T ho 
you will pardon the Freedom I take, for 
the ſake of the Intention from which it 
proceeds, — Conſider alſo, in the eleventh 
Place, the Crime of expending on lewd 
Women, and in the Propagation of Vice, 
that Wealth which was given you for the 
nobleſt Purpoſes; namely, to ſupport you, 
to maintain the Cauſe of Virtue the better, 
and for the pleaſant and honourable Offices 
of Humanity, and Charity, Theſe were 
the Ends, I fay, for which the Almighty 
vouchſafed to give you Riches; not to be 
laviſhed away 1n the Gratification of your 
Luſts; you muſt not expect that ſuch Ke 
| ticles 
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ticles as theſe will be admitted in your Ac- 
counts ;—But this is a Point that Men 
of Fortune ſeem little to think of As it 
is at preſent, I fear, the Poor have Reaſon 
to curſe the Pleaſures of the Rich, for rob- 
bing them of that Aſſiſtance which is really 
their due Think of this alſo.—-Laftly 
(knce no Article is to be omitted, when 1 
am endeavouring at an exact Calculation 
of the Amount of Guilt in this Vice,) if the 
Perſon ſo debauched, and corrupted by you, 
ever marries another, then you are the 
Occaſion of the Injury and Cheat which is 
put upon the Husband, who takes her to Wife 
under the Notion of a Woman of Virtue, 
To all which, I might add, as a yet further 
Exaggeration of its Guilt, That it enters a 
Man into the Service of Sin, familiarizes it 
to him, and generally is a Step towards 
Adultery, and other Impurity; and, by de- 
bauching the Principles, becomes even an 
Advance towards Infidelity it ſelf : For when 
a Man has behaved himſelf fo, that he has 
nothing to hope from Religion, he then 
naturally becomes willing and ready to re- 
ject the Belief of it, that he may have no- 
thing to fear from it. So extenſive is the 
miſchievous Influence of this Vice, ſo weigh- 
ty, ſo multiform its Guilc |!—— This is the 
venial Peccadillo, the petit Tranſgreſſion, 
which Men of Fortune and Faſhion _ 
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their Creator will over- look, as either car- 
rying its 1 along with it, or, below 
the divine Notice! But as for you, Sir, I 
hope you have now a different Opinion of it. 
Ant. I have, I aſſure you. 

Bent. I ſhould think it ſtrange if you had 
not; I don't know how it appears to 
you; but to me, it looks blacker and more 
deformed, than Milto-s Shadow of Death, 
A Figure, which nothing but Satan, 
can look on without Horrour !—And now, 
Sir, weigh theſe Particulars conſiderately, 
and anſwer me, if, (now you take time to 
examine, and view it attentively,). it does 
not appear a mortal Sin, a great, and moſt 

rovoking Enormity ; ſuch, that I dare 
eave you to your own Conſcience, to 
judge whether it does not juſtly deſerve 
Excluſion from the Kingdom of Heaven; 

Ant. I have nothing more to fay in its 
Defence; I now only think of extenuating 
its Guilt, and ſoftning its Sentence, by 
pleading the Frailty of our Nature 1n its 
preſent Condition. 

Bent. This may indeed be ſome ſmall Al- 
leviation of the Crime, but is by no Means 
ſufficient to prevent Judgement. being gi- 
ven againſt it. For it is a poor Excuſe to 
ſay we are weak, when it may eaſily be 
proved that it was Will only that was 
wanting in us, and not Strength to do our 
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Duty: Could you indeed ſay, I did hear- 
tily attempt it, and prayed earneſtly for 
Aſſiſtance, but was not able to perform it, 
you might juſtly expect Favour; but this is 
very rarely, if ever, the Caſe. Our Will 
is contrary to the Law, and of the Party 
of our Luſts; and in this conſiſts our Guilt, 
that whereas by the Aſſiſtance of the divine 
Grace, we are able to check and over-come 
the Depravity of our Inclinations, our vitia- 
ted Wills chuſe rather to indulge them in 
Contempt of God's Commandments, and 
in Contradiction to Reaſon. 

And now, Sir, as I ſuppoſe you are ſenſi- 
ble how greatly the Colour of this Vice is 
altered for the. worſe, ſince we firſt began 
to conſider it: Anſwer me freely, is it not 
a ſurprizing Thing that ſo: many, ——Nay, 
that any Man ſhould ſeem to think, fo grie- 
vous a Tranſgreſſion conſiſtent with the 
Holineſs Chriſtianity requires of its Pro- 
feſſors. | 
Ant. It is, I acknowledge. 

Bent. Would one think it poſſible, that 
notwithſtanding ſo many, and ſuch ſtrict 
Prohibitions as are publiſhed againſt this 
Vice in the Goſpel; notwithſtanding that 
the Reaſons of ſuch Interdiction (if we 
would give our ſelves the Trouble to ex- 
amine them,) are ſo evident and clear; 
notwithſtanding our own poſitive * ſo- 
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lemn Engagements to avoid it; notwith- 
ſtanding it is manifeſtly attended with ſuch 
numerous Aggravations; — All, this not- 
withſtanding, there ſhould be ſo many 
Chriſtians who openly, and profeiledly 
practiſe this Vice, and yet ſeem to be as much 
at Eaſe, as if they had in no Inſtance vio- 
lated the Commands of their Creator, in no 
Inſtance been unfaithful to their Baptiſmal 
Engagements, or acted in Contradiction to 
their Duty as reaſonable Creatures, Would 
one think it poſſible? 

- Ant. Hardly, I confeſs. It is wonderful 
to me how ſo great an Offence ſhould ever 
leſſen thus in our Opinion, till it comes to 
be ſo little regarded! . 
Bent. The carnal Appetites, Antonio, are 
a falſe Medium, whoſe Nature is to make 


any near Object appear vaſtly more conſide- 


rable than it is, while the Objections, which 
are farther off, ſuffer as much Diminution; 
in the ſame Manner as, the neighbouring 
Moon appears larger through, a Miſt, while 
the diſtant Stars, tho' incomparably brighter 
in themſelves, are almoſt wholly obſcured 
by it. To which we may add, that the Im- 
petuoſity of the Paſhons will not allow time 
to reftily the Miſtake by the Aſſiſtance of 
Reaſon, and that the Will alſo takes parc 
with the Appetite, and does what it can to 
hinder the Remonſtrances of n 
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and Reaſon from obtaining 'an Audience. 


In ſhort, they ſeem to me to act like a Man 


who ſhould on purpoſe avoid Information 
and, Conviction, and wiltully continuing in 


the wrong Way, ſet his Heart at Eaſe as if 
he knew it to be the right. 


Ant. The Compariſon ſufficiently reſem- 
bles our Condition. | 
Bent. Now then, Sir; now that this reign- 
ing Vice has thus been brought into the 


Light, and its Deformity been clearly and 


truly expoſed to your View, be pleaſed to 
reflect à little on the Conduct of the gay 
and faſhionable Part of Mankind, and con- 


ider if it be not a grievous Thing to make 


a mere Jeſt of ſo great a Crime as this, as 
too many of them do; nay; even to boaſt 


of it, as if it were in Scorn of the Goſpel, 


and in Deriſion of its Precepts to the con- 
trary ! Certainly,” it is highly neceſſary to 
endeavour to make Men ſenſible how great 
an Enormity it is, when it is made ſo ſlight 
of in the World! Who is there now a- 
Days that Bluſhes to own it! Nay— They 
even ſeem proud of their Tranigreſſions, 


and to eſteem them as fo many rophies, 


and Enſigns of Honour! O, Times of uni- 
verſal Corruption! O, profligate and de- 
bauched Age! O, Morals that would be 
reproachſul even in Heathens, how ſcandalous 
then in the Diſciples of Chi i tianity! in 5 
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ſons profeſſing a Religion, whoſe chief End and 
Deſign was the Abolition of Impurity, and 
who in Conformity to this Deſigu have ſo- 
lemnly abjured it! Alas, how little do theſe 
People ſeem to remember what it is that 
Chriſtianity requires of its Profeſſors! They 
ought to endeavour after ſuch Sanctity that 
Fornication ſhould not even be named a- 
mong them: And yet, they not only give 
up themſelves to the Purſuit of it with 
Greedineſs, contrary to all their ſolemn 
Vows and Engagements; but, as if this 
were not ſufficiently wicked, even turn 
Advocates for the Practice of what they 
ought not to name, but with Abhorrence; 
and endeavour to propagate ſuch Doctrines 
in the World, in Contradiction to the Will, 
and in Prejudice to the Authority and Pre- 
cepts of their Creator, in which SanQtifi- 
cation and Purity are ſo frequently enjoined. 
To what will the World come at the rate 
we are Proceeding ? But, alas! what great- 
er Lengths can they well run ? When Chri- 
ſtians are arrived to this, the Meaſure of 
their Iniquities muſt want little of being full, 
and the Age muſt be very near ripe for 
Vengeance. For how long can we expect the 
Almighty to bear ſuch Wickedneſs ? Is it 
not time for him to viſit? Can we think 
that he will behold his Authority deſpiſed, 
and his EdiQs inſulted with ſuch ignomini- 
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ous Contempt, and never pull his Hand out 
of his Boſom to take Vengeance on the 
Authors: of ſo great an Affront. No, cer- 
tainly; he will either, it the Evil be grown 
faſnhionable and epidemic, take Vengeance 
on ſo debauched a People, by national 
Fudgements ; or elſe animadvert on the 
Wickedneſs of each particular Offender, by 
a juſt and ſevere Puniſhment of his Inſolence, 
here, or hereafter, as his Witdom directs. 
We may reſt as firmly aſſured of it, as of 
his Exiſtence it {el Let me entreat, let 
me beſeech you therefore, Sir, as you can- 
not but be ſenſible, that you have not only 
been frequently guilty of this great Fault 
of Incontinence, but alſo of this additional 
Offence aga inſt Modeſty and Religion of 
avowing it openly, and leeming to take a 
Fleaſure, and even a Pride in acknowledge- 
ing it; (as if it bad been Matter of Com- 
mendation and Glory, and not of Shame 
and Diſgtace;) and as, I hope, there is no 
Occaſion to ſaygany thing farther to con- 
vine you of: the ſuperlative Wickedne's of 
ſuch a Conduct, as it was a grievous Offence 
againſt Modeſty and Virtue; — As it ex- 
preſſed a moſt inſolent and provoking Con- 
tempt of the divine Authority and Laws, 
and as you thereby gave Countenance and 
Encouragement to Vice, by appearing pub- 
licly for it. Let me beſcech you, I ſay, 
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therefore 10 repent heartily and conſide- 
rately of your paſt Miſcarriages of this Na- 
ture, and for the future to alter your Con- 
duct, and live in the World as becomes a 
Chriſtian One who has bound himſelf 
to the Obſervation of Purity and Virtue, 
by ſolemn Vows, anda moſt ſacred Engage- 
ment, (which it has been amazing to me 
to ſee you ſo lightly regard,) as becomes 
a Perſon who has been made Partaker of 
Chriſt, who has received rhe Seal of the 
Spirit, and been ſanctified by him, for his 
own Inhabitation ; whom God has adopted 
for his Son, admitted to a divine Fellow- 
ſhip with himſelf, and made Heir to Im- 
mortality and Glory everlaſting. How can 
you forget all this? Remember, I beſeech 
you, Sir, awaken your Reaſon, and reflect 
what Obligations you lie under to Purity of 
Life, and fpend the Remainder of your Days 
in a Sanctity conformable to the exalted 
Privileges and Honours of the'Baptiſm'you 
have received; and do not fooliſhly-and 
madly throw your ſelf out of ſuch happy, 
ſuch bleſſed Circumſtances, for the ſake of 
indulging an  importunate Appetite. ' For 
conſider the Point, ſhow your ſelf a rea- 
ſonable Creature, and conſider ;—— Will 
you forfeit all this for ſo mean, ſo beaſtly a 
Satis faction? Are the tranſient and momen- 
tary Pleaſures of the Fleſh, though follow - 
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ed by eternal Excluſion from Bliſs, and e- 
ven by: poſitive Puniſhment, to be prefer- 
red by a rational Creature to ſuch Privi- 
leges as theſe, in Conjunction with the va- 
luable Proſpect of Happineſs and Glory 
everlaſting ? How does that Man renounce 
his Reaſon; what a deſpicable Beaſt of 
Beaſts: does he make himſelf, whoſe Choice 
is determined tn this Manner !—Will you 
ſhow your ſelf ſuch a Slave to your Appe- 
tite? Of fo brutiſh a Mind? Can you 
be ſo loſt to all Reaſon, the Prerogative 
and Glory of your Nature, as to make ſuch 
an Exchange, even if you were certain of 
many Years Continuance in an uninter- 
rupted Enjoyment of carnal Pleaſure, and 
Health? How much leſs then can you an- 
ſwer ſuch a Conduct to your ſelf, when the 
Duration of your Life is ſo uncertain, that 
you are not ſure but you {hall be ſummon- 
ed to Morrow to anſwer for the Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of to Night! What infinite Folly, what 
Height of Madneſs, to hazard the Loſs of 
an eternal Inheritance of Happineſs and 
Glory, for ſo trifling, and, which leſſens it 
yet more, ſo uncertain an Advantage |— 
Ant. Tis true, Bentivolio: But ſenſual 
Pleaſures are too apt to allure us contrary 
to the Dictates of Reaſon, 
Bent. L allow they are: But put the Caſe 
thus, and you will the better fee the "—_ 
79 | FF 0 
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of ſuch a Choice, — Pleaſures paſt are Va. 
nity, they are gone, as if they had never 
been, and have left only, as it were, the 
Traces of a Dream in your Memory: Plea- 
ſures to come are uncertain ; ſo that, for any 
thing you know to the contrary, thoſe you 
have already taſted will be all you will re- 
ceive.in Recompence for the Lols of eternal 
Felicity ;—1f it ſhould prove /o; will you 
not have made an extraordinary Exchange? 
If you are cut off quickly; what have you to 
make up for the Loſs of infinite Happineſs, 
and to ſupport you under the Thoughts of 
eternal Miſery to come? Your Miſery will 
be always preſent, but where will be your 
Pleaſures which already are not? Will the 
Reflection on them as paſt be ſufficient ? 
Will you comfort your ſelf, as the Poet, 
with ſaying, That notwithſtanding what 
you feel at preſent, your Creator cannot 
undo what is done; it is not in his 
Power to make what has been, not to 
have been: * Will this, I ſay, ſerve for 
your Conſolation? Alas! I fear you will 
then rather conſider what is paſt, as the 
Cauſe of the Miſery you at that preſent un- 
dergo, and curſe it as ſuch. Weigh what 
| — I have 
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Diffinget, infectumque redder, 92 
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1 have ſaid, and anſwer me ſincerely, if 
vou {ſhould be taken away now, would 
not you acknowledge that your Choice and 
Behaviour have been egregiouſly fooliſh ? » 
Ant. I ſhould, I conteſs. 
Bent Wel then, if you are ſenſible of 


vis! will you expoſe. our ſelf to the terri- 


ble Hazard of eternal Perdition, in Proſpect 
of ſo uncertain an Advantage as Enjoyments 
to come, , eyen when, if your Pleaſures ſhould 
continu e riventy or thirty Years longer, at 
the' End 3 theſe ve Twelve-months the 
„Tour Ry 


ferry 


For ins baer 150 it, but eh 
the ſame for having ventured it at all. One 
Would think it impoſſible, for a Man of the 
meaneſt Underſtanding not to diſcoyer to 
which part Prudence ſhould incline! Conſi- 
der alſo, in order to render your ſelf yet 
more ſenſible of the Imprudence, 'the Folly, 
nd*Evilneſs of ſuch a Zondudt ; that, (as 
4 have already obſerved,) we are not abſo- 
jutely denied "All Sztisfation of Our natural 
Appẽtites, but only reſtrained from indul- 
ging them in a Way, which is on many 
Accounts 1mproper-ahd evil, and neceſſary 
to be forbidden: And will you ſhew your 
ſelf a Creature of ſuch vile Inclinations, 
ſo profligately wicked, as to trample 
8 if 3 SY 5 " On 
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on the Authority of your Creator and Be- 
nefactor, to forteit his Favour; and incur 
the Weight of his Diſpleaſure; rather than 

be denied a Liberty, which for ſo man 

Reaſons is not fit to be granted? 
In order to ſtrengthen all this yet more, 
and make the deeper Impreſſion; uſe your 
ſelf to remember how gracious and bounti- 
ful, how merciful and good, God has been to 
you; of his Giſt, are all the Comforts you 
enjoy; a plentitul-Fortune, a found Conſti- 
tution, a clear Underſtanding ; and all this 
ſet off, and recommended by a comely 
Countenance, and Port, anſwerable to the 
Reſt of his Favours towards you. Of his 
Kindneſs it is, if there be any other Ad- 
vantage in which you rejoice. Add to all 
this, his infinite Mercy towards you in ſpa- 
ring you thus long, notwithſtanding the 
daily Provocations you have given his Ju- 
ſtice: Add, his compaſſionate Longanimity 
and Patience; How long has he waited for 
your Amendment! How often has he en- 
deavoured to reclaim you! What tender, 
what affectionate Perſuaſives has he uſed in 
his written Word, by his Miniſters, by the 
Mediation of good Books, by internal Mo- 
tions, and Suggeſtions! He {till waits for 

your Converſion, and furniſhes you dai 
with freſh Opportunities for it; He it is 
who pleads with you now ; He who ſent me 
on 
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on this Errand ; He who opens my Lips for 
the Meſſage ; who enlarges my Underttand- 
ing for the Performance of the good Work, 
and gives my Words that great Influence 
which I perceive they have already had on 
you. Need I endeavour to recount the reſt 
' of his BenefaQtions and Mercies? Could I, 
ff I attempted it? Your very Sins are not 
ſo numerous by half. And is it thus you 
have hitherto requited his infinite Goodneſs 
Is this the Return he might expect! Reflect, 
I beſeech you, on the vile Ingratitude of 
ſuch a Conduct; and can you, Sir, whoſe 
Spirit is in other Reſpects ſo great and gene- 
rous, be guilty of it any longer? | 
If all this is not ſufficient to make you a 
compleat Convert, ſuffer 'me'to enforce it, 
by applying it to your Fears: Have the 
Fear of God before your Byes! Remember 
the frequent Declarations he has made of 
wo his Abhorrence of ſuch Impurity ; remember 
4 that it is as much his Nature to be juſt; as 
to be good; that when Goodneſs finds no 
other Retutn but Ingratitude, and Contempt, 
it naturally changes into Wrath and A verſi- 
on; And tell me now that it is incon- 
teſtible that Fornication is forbidden; now 
you know what good and great Reaſons there 
are for its Prohibition; now you have ſeen it 
cloathed in all its Aggravations, and found 
by Examination the Heavineſs of its (oo. 
| Dare 
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Dare you fill continue to indulge your 
ſelf in this Vice, in Contempt of the Com- 
mands of the moſt High, and thoſe fo rea- 
ſonable and juſt, in Contempt of the Puniſh- 
ment he threatens, and that ſo terrible and 
great? Will you? Can you ?—— 
Dare you, be ſo Evil after what you have 
heard? Are you fo deſperate, ſo madly 
deſperate, as to ſet at nought the Terrours 
of an Almighty Being? Are you ſo ignorant 
of his Power, fo little acquainted with the 
dread Awefulneſs of his Juſtice, as not to 
know how much he is to be feared ? Con- 
ſider, and fear him, I beſeech you. It is no 
Cowardice, Antonio, to fear the Almighty 
even in the higheſt Degree ; Cowardice con- 
fiſts in fearing any Thing which is not high- 
ly deſerving our Fear; not in being afraid of 
that which is a proper, and becoming Sub- 
je& thereof, Such Fear as this is Wiſdom, 
not Cowardice; the Mark of a truly prudent 
and rational Mind, not of a feeble and 
daſtardly Spirit: Not this, but the contra- 
ry, expreſſes Weakneſs of Underftanding ; 
Not to dread him, can be owing to nothing 

but a diſgraceful Ignorance of him; it is 
impoſſible to know him as we may and 
ought, and not to fear his Diſpleaſure | And 
et how ſmall a Portion of his Greatneſs 
ave we heard? How imperfe& is our 
Knowledge thereof? It is even 3 
| S 
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ble for us finite Creatures to conceive the 
Terribleneſs of the Majeſty and Power of 
an infinite Being. No Words can expreſs, 
no Thought comprehend it. Help your 
ſelf to form ſome Notion of it, by the In- 
fluence his Power has upon inanimate Na- 
ture: Does he . maniteſt himſelf as ap- 


| proaching.—The Sea flies before him, and 


the. Rivers are driven back; the Rocks 
cleave in ſunder, and divide to give him 
Way; the everlaſting Mountains are moved, 
and ſhake terribly as it were with the Awe 
of his Preſence; the Hills skip aſide like 
Lambs, and retreat from before: him, as il 
they felt the Approach of the Creator, and 
Were frighted at the inſupportable Majeſty 
and Glory of hig. infinite Greatneſs—Is he 
angry? The Earth trembles; and the 


| RR A quake; the Sun is eclipſed, and 


the Stars fail; the Univerſe is aſtoniſhed 
with dread; and all Nature is agaſt, leaſt 
the Almighty Breath of his Diſpleaſure 
ſhould light upon it, and he ſhould blaſt 3. 


With Annihilation in his Wrath! — And 


ſhall the Vorm Man, the Son af Man, who is 


Hul, imagine himſelt able to ſuſtain the Elames 


of His Ire? O, vain Thought! Prepoſterous 
Folly ! Biddehance,Q, Lamb, tothe Lion pro- 
yoked ! O, Leyeret, Challenge the enraged 
Tyger to Battle! Tours, wil be no. Madneſs 
ab) all compared to that I am ſpeaking of! 
1 
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Had Horace ſaid only, that neither the 
mad Rage of the Mob, nor the ſtern Frowns 
of a Tyrant, could Influence a ſtable and 
reſolute Mind ;—I had agreed with him 
entirely; but when he carries it ſo far, as 
to affirm that the Terrours of the Deity him- 
ſelf cannot ſhake ſuch a Soul, his Expreſſions 
are. equally extravagant and untrue, and 
muſt be looked upon as a Stoical, or rather 
Poetical Rant, proceeding from equal Tg- 
norance of God and ot human Nature. 
Man, I grant, we may deſpiſe ; other Beings 
how powerful ſoever we may poſſibly defy, 
relying on the invincible Strength and Re- 
ſolution of our Minds. But there is no 
contending; with him, whoſe Influence and 
AQ has given us this Firmneſs, and who 
can take it away, and deprive us of it, at 
Pleaſure : Other Beings are not able to 
reach the inward Nature of the Soul, how- 
ever they may poſſibly affect it from with- 
out; but he 1s able to enter into its very 
Eſſence, and even alter it, if he pleaſes ; to 
unman you in an Inſtant; to change you 
into another Sort of Creature, and make 
you from intrepid and reſolute, become as 
puny ſpirited, as fearful, and weak, as any 
Creature in the Univerſe: It is as eaſy to 
him to alter the very Properties of your 
Soul, as for the Mulician to diverſify the 
Notes of his Inſtrument; and the paſſive 


Inſtru- 
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Inſtrument while continuing in due Order, 
and Tune, might as well reſiſt the Hand 
that plays on it, and refuſe to render the 
Note that 6 ſtricken. How finely | With 
What a divine Strength of Genius, is this ab- 
{oluce Power of the Creator over the Minds 
of n Creatures deſcribed, and exemplified 
by Milton in the War of the rebellious An- 
gels !—— How intrepid and brave were 
they when oppoſed only to their Fellow- 
Creatures! Gods they ſeemed, and called 
themſelves; they thought their Courage 
and Reſolution invincible; and we may 
imagine it would have proved ſo, had no- 
. but Angels oppoſed them; their 
Minds at ſeaſt had been inconquerable by 
any created Being: But behold theſe ima- 
ginary Gods, hen the eternal and uncreated 
Mord, arrayed in all the Majeſty and Ter- 
rours of the Godhead, r ins 
to put forth his Almighty. Arm for their 
Confuſion! Their Strength is blaſted, their 
Courage forſakes them! Fear, and an horri- 
ble Dread over-whelms them! And Men 
or even Sheep might have made as brave 
a Reſiſtance as this Army of Gods! Lo, 
they fly as a timorous Herd of Deer pur- 
ſued by a Lion. Nay, to compleat the 
Diſgrace, and ſhow us the Weakneſs and 
Vanity of the higheſt: and ſtrongeſt created 
Being, if preſuming to contend with the 
| | Arm 
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Arm of the Almighty, even Satan himſelf, 
the mighty, the proud, the fearleſs Satan, 
who aſpired to be thought equal to the 
moſt High; who had Boldneſs enough to 
rebel, and bid Defiance to his Creator ; 
who thought it impoſſible to God himſelf to 
daunt the Strength of his Spirit; this great, 
this godlike Satan, flies, ſhametully flies, 
transfixed with as many Terrours, as the 
meaneſt Angel that fell | O Reproach ! If it 
had not been- from Omnipotence, which 
nothing can reſiſt, Such are the moſt ex- 
cellent finite Beings, oppoſed to him whoſe 
Perfections are every Way infinite. Then 
How hi ghly ſoever they thought of them- 
ſelves before, they find elves nothing; 
not only below all Compariſon, but even 
any poſſible Ratio, or Proportion, even as 
a Mathematical Point in infinite Extenſion, 
Let not us then ſhow our ſelves ſo untaught 
as to queſtion his Power, or ſo fooliſh and 
unthinking as to make {light of his Wrath; 
it is a fearfut Thing to be under the Diſ- 
pleaſure o nothing elſe indeed is greatly, 

if at all, tobe feared ; but this is exceedingly 
tobe feared by all Creatures, equally to be 
feared; whether they be feeble, or ſtrong; 
intrepid, and refolute, or faint-hearted, and 
weak; this cannot be dreaded too much; 
for there is no ſupporting his Frowns if he 
be angry, no holding out, even a „ 
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if once he begins to ſhow: his Power to 
page Be convinced of it by Reaſon, I 
ſeech you, Sir, and not by diſmal Experi- 
ence; bring your ſelf by Reflection to a 
due and becoming Fear of him, who ought, 
who will, who muſt neceſſarily (if he will, 
for all Things conform to his Pleaſure) be 
feared by every Creature on whom his 
Power and Goodneſs has beſtowed the Giſt 
of Exiſtence. Fear him but as becomes 
ou, and you will ſoon be ſenſible that you 
ve equal Reaſon to love him; till by fre- 
quent Contemplation of his Goodneſs, Fear 
is ſwallowed up by Love, and Dread loſt in 
Affection. I might add to all theſe Reaſons 
the evil Conſequences too frequently, if not 
conſtantly, attending this Vice: As, that it 
often proves prejudicial to the Health of 
the Body; (hut I care not to enlarge upon 
ſo diſagreeable a Topic; ) that it is always 
and unavoidably detrimental to the For- 
tune. Fornication is à chargeable Vice, as 
vou cannot but know by N ; and 
et ſo infatuated are thoſe that addict them- 
Lincs to it, that they who: would complain 
of the maſt moderate Expences of a Wife, 
are often ſeen to throw, away treble as much 
on their Miſtreſſes, without : any ReluQance : 
Finally that by making Men have occaſion 
to wiſh Religion a Fable, it cauſes, them to 
give themſelves up to a Libertine way of 
45. ; talking, 
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talking, and thinking, till at laſt without 
due Conſideration of the Matter, they be- 
in to treat it, as if it were ſo. Immora- 
ity is always a large Advance towards In- 
fidelity, and generally terminates in it, if 
continued; thus, as if the Guilt of their 
Uncleanneſs were not heavy enough of it 
ſelf, for their utter Confuſion; they add 
Profaneneſs and Blaſphemy to the fearful 
Account, and bring upon themſelves a 
greater Damnation! All theſe Conſiderati- 
ons, (weighty even ſingle, how weighty al- 
together !) are ſo many powerful Argu- 
meats, to prevail on Mea to eſchew and 
forſake this great Vice, the Cry whereof 
daily encreaſes, and calls loudly on divine 
Juſtice to viſit our Iniquities; the Meaſure 
of which, I fear, is mere than full! Are 
you not then reſolved to leave, what you 
own to be a Fault; and of the great Guilt, 
Folly, Ingratitude, and Danger whereof 
you * ts this time be convinced: Your 

eaſon has already yielded to the force of 
my Arguments: The Light of Truth has 
begun to dawn upon you : O, dear to my 
Soul, let me not behold you loſt ! Let me 
not part with you for ever Let me not 
ſee you ſinking into an Abyſs of infinite 
Miſery ! Hate this deteſtable Vice, and 
leave it; you have already confeſſed it to 


be a grievous Fault, acknowledge then yout 
I ſelf 
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ſelf to be a guilty Criminal. What ſay you, 
O my Friend? Have my Arguments and 
Intreaties made a deep and durable Impreſ- 
ſion in your Soul? Have my Words effica- 
ciouſſy wrought upon you? 

Ant. They have, my Friend, they have! 
My Tears diſcover it! — I am con- 
vinced, I yield! I am foftned at length, as 
the South Wind relaxes the Rigours of a 
Froft !—T melt, I diſſolve as the Snow! 
——O, how filthy do I appear! Where 
ſhall hide my ſelf! Like Adam I diſcover 
my Nakedneſs and Shame, and with him 
am ready to cry out to the Pines and the 
Cedars to cover me with their Shades, and 
conceal me from the Sight of my Creator 
Methinks he is W to Judgement al- 
ready! O, how ſhall I bear his Sight! It 
will be Hell to me to fee him, whom to 
others it will be Heaven to behold am 
condemned already, my Soul has before- 
hand pronounced its Sentence. Go 
curſed begins already to ſound dreadfal 
in my Ears, and 1 feel them tingle with 
Horrour, as if it were beginning! Oh! 
Oh! Oh! Fall on me ys Mountains, and 
bury me in your Ruins ! Open, O Earth, 
and receive into your Bowels a Wretch, 
whom it 1s a Diſgrace to you to bear any 
longer; cloſe over me, and ſhelter me from 


the inſufferable Diſpleaſure of a juſtly — 


The Man of Pleaſure Reformed. 11 5 


ed Redeemer, and God! O my Friend! 
Whither ſhall I fly? What ſhall I do? Re- 
ceive me to your Boſom, and permit me to 
give vent to my exuberant Griets! O, that 
my Head were a Fountain of Water, and 
my Eyes Rivers of Tears, that I might 
weep till T had waſhed out the Stains of a 
profligate Life! But that is impoſlible, 
eternal Fire it ſelf will not take them away ! 
O, Laments that mult never ceaſe !-——©Q, 
that my Grief was weighed in the Balance, 
it would be heavier than the vaſt and pon- 
derous Globe of the Earth ! — 

Bent. — 0 my Friend! My Brother! 
Now no longer Sinner, but Saint! O bleſ- 
ſed Tears, as refreſhing to my Soul, as 
gentle Showers of Rain after immoderate 
Drought !-—But it is enough, ſtop the 
* of your Eyes, they flow to Ex- 
ceſs.— | 

Ant. No—Suffer them to run, till they 
abound like the Sins for which they flow. 

Bent. O, Tears, more valuable than thoſe 
that diſtil from the Balm-Trees in Gilead, 
and, I hope, as healing !—O ſweeter than 
the Dews of Arabia the happy, and given 
from Heaven like thoſe ! But ſtint them 
on my Requeſt at preſent, and let us rather 
conſult what is to be done in your Condi- 
tion, ſinꝛe you now appear ſo ſenſible of the 


Danger thereof. 
12 Ant. 
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Ant. Senſible of it indeed! O, how could 
I ever be otherwiſe! O, how ſeverely do I 
now make up the DeteCt of my late Inſenſi- 
bility ! Who can conceive what I feel? 
Bent. None, but he who has experienced 
the Smart of a wounded Spirit !— But let 
me pour Balm into the Wound, and let us 
conſult how to heal it. — | | 
Ant. What ſhall we conſult on ? — My 
Caſe, I fear, is deſperate, my Wound incu- 
rable! 
Bent. Say not fo, Sir; though the Sting 
of Sin be of all Things the moſt venomous, 
yet I doubt not by the Divine Bleſſing to 
perform a Cure on your Soul; we are very 
apt to judge wrong of our ſpiritual Condi- 
tion, either, to look on the Greatneſs of 
our Sins, without conſidering the Greatneſs 
of God's Mercy; or, (which is more com- 
mon, and in my Judgement at leaſt, the 
more dangerous Deception,) to buoy up 
our ſelves with the Thoughts of his Mercy, 
without remembring the Greatneſs of our 
Sins. You are too well acquainted with 
the Declarations of Scripture, to make any 
doubt of being forgiven on ſincere Repen- 
tance, and Reformation; it is only the 
ſtrong and lively Senſe of your Iniquities, 
which you are under at preſent, that makes 
your Heart fail you, and cauſes you to ex- 
preſs ſuch a Fear: And at preſent, I confeſs, 
* | I am 
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I am not diſpleaſed with it, as it ſhows you 
to have a thorough Feeling of the Weight 
of your Sins: But ſuffer not ſo diſcouraging 
a Thought to ſettle upon your Mind; your 
Condition is hopeful enough; all that our 
Creator deſires, when we have done amils, 
is to bring us to a due Senſe of our Wicked- 
neſs, and a Reſolution to forſake, and turn 
from our Iniquit ies; none ever periſhed, in 
whom theſe neceſſary Requiſites of Mercy 
were found. Have I any Deſire that the wicł- 
ed ſbould die, ſaith the Lord? Or ſhall he not 
live, if he return from his Mays? — Only 
do this, Waſh you, make you clean, take away . 
the Evil of your Works from before his Eyes, 

ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well, though your 
Sins were as Crimlon, they ſhall be made white 
as Snom; thongh they were red like Scarlet, 
they ſhall be as Wooll. O Mercy! Inexhauſti- 
ble Mercy! I appeal to your Reaſon and 
Conſciences, O Tranſgreſſors, are not his 
Ways equal? Are not your Ways unequal ? 
His alike juſt and merciful ; equally ſuitable 
to his Majeſty and Goodneſs; and every 
way right; yours, unjuſt towards your Bre- 
thren ; a rebellious Reſiſtance of rightful 
Authority ; full of Ingratitude, unſuitable 
to the Dignity and SanCtity of your Nature, 
pernicious by Influence and Example ; and 
every way wrong and unbecoming How 
many Inſtances of this Clemency, I am ſpeak- 
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ing of, does the Scripture afford for our 
Comfort and Encouragement ? How wicked 
were Ahab, and Manaſſeh? Yet even Ahab, 
and Mazeſſeh no ſooner humbled themſelves 
in a repentant Acknowledgement of their 
Jaiquities, but they immediately found 
Mercy. For ſuch is his Goodneſs, that no- 
thing is more acceptable to him than the Re- 
turn of a loſt Son, however Prodigal he 
may hitherto have proved: Tho your 
paſt Behaviour has been very profligate, 
and you have greatly, and juſtly offended 
him by ſpending your Subſtance on riotous Li- 
ving, and Harlots, yet return an unfeigned 
Penitent, and ſay, Father I have ſinned againſt 
Heaven, and Thee; and you need not fear to 
find a gracious Reception, and to be re- 
ceived by his Tenderneſs with open Arms. 

Ant, -I will do it. —1 will haſten to 
return to him, and throw my ſelf ſuppliant 
as at his Feet And O, that I may fin 
ſome Favour however {mall !-——O, that he 
would make me as oye of his hired Servants, for 
J am no more worthy to be called his Sou !—You 
are able to adviſe, my Friend, direct me 
by what Courſe I may be likelieſt to pre- 
vail, and find Grace in his Sight !—— 

Bent. That I will do gladly, and if you 
faithfully purſue my Directions, will venture 
even to afſure your Succeſs, 


Ant. 
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Ant. Purſue them Can that be doubt- 
ed? Will the ſick Man, that finds himſelf at 
the Point of expiring, refuſe to hearken to 
the Advice of an experienced Phyſician ?!—— 
What hope have I elſe 

Bent. — ou have expreſſed ſo much 
of that godly Sorrow, for your Tranſgrefſi- 
ons, which worketh Repentance unto Salva- 
tion, - that I have great Reaſon to believe 
| you to be ſincerely Penitent ; but you muſt 
not imagine this ſhort Fit of Sorrow will 
be ſufficient to make your Peace with your 
Creator, and procure a perfect Reconcile- 
ment between you ; it is not to be expected 
that the deep, the ingrained Stains of a 
Multitude of Sins, will be clean waſhed 
out by one or two ſudden Showers of Tears; 
the great Work of Repentance is not to be 
accompliſhed with ſuch eaſe; you muſt now 
labour, by ſerious and frequent Reflection, 
to bring your ſelf to a thorough Conviction 
of the Evilneſs and Depravity of your paſt 
Conduct, and to an utter Abhorrence and 
Deteſtation thereof; you mult always carry 
in your Mind a ſettled Senſe of your former 
Vileneſs, whichis humbly and with true Con- 
trition to be confeſſed in your Prayers 
every Day of your Life, if not expreſsly, 
at leaſt implicitly : The Memory of your 
Tranſgreſſions ſhould ſtick to you like a 
Shirt of Hair, and your ſevere Reflections 


14 upon 
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upon them, ſupply the Place of Diſcipline, 


Occaltum Tortore Animo quatiente Hlagellum. 
Tt is common with Perſons who live-as you 
have done, to quote the Example of David 
by way of Alleviation of their own Irregu- 
larities; I ſhall not hinder my ſelf now to 
tell them, that ſuch Application of his Hiſto- 
ry, is highly injurious to him, and wick- 
edly baſe: All that I ſhall fay at preſent is 
this, that ſince they cite David as an Ex- 
ample in one Caſe, we ſhould be glad if 
they would imitate him in another ; his 
Repentance, I mean; if they will do this, 
we will even forgive their cruel Inhumani- 
ty, in inſulting the Failings of ſo incompa- 
rable a Perſon, and fo great a- Penitent. 
Let them read the Penitential Pſalms, and 
ſee how heartily David repented, in what 
Bitterneſs of Soul he lamented his Crime 
and when they have repented as David did, 
then let them make a Compariſon between 
David and themſelves! One of the chief 
Reaſons for which we may imagine the Di- 
vine Grace, to have permitted the Prophet 
to fall into this Wiekedneſs, is, that he 
might thus be a Pattern for Penitents: Wiſe 
and prudent is that Sinner who copies after 
him in this, who, like him, is ſincerely ſor- 
ry for his Iniquity, and whoſe Tranſgreſſi- 
ons are ever before him. If this ſounds 
ſhocking to the Fleſh, tell it, that it — 
r N | the 
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the Allurements thereof that originally re- 
duced you to a Neceſſity of this Courſe, and 
that therefore it is juſt that it ſhould go 
through it with Patience; tell it, that this 
ſhort Uneaſineſs to which you ſubject it at 
preſent, is in order to preſerve it from 
greater Diſquiet, and infinite Torment; and 
in hopes by this ſhort Seaſon of Severity and 
Denial, to obtain for it an Eternity of 
Happineſs and Eaſe; it, notwithſtanding 
all this, it ſtill murmurs, exert the Autho- 
rity and Vigour of your Mind, and force 
the brutiſh Part to be ſubject to the Hea- 
venly. In the mean time, be zealous and 
earneſt in your Application to the Divine 
Grace, for Pardon tor what is paſt, and for 
the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit to make 
you a clean Heart, and cauſe by his Reno- 
vation a right Spirit within you. Add to 
this, a ſorrowful Senſe, and unfeigned Ab- 
horrence of your paſt Crimes; more fre- 
quent Acts of Charity and Love to the 
Poor; Alms are a Kind of Sacrifice of At- 
tonement for Sin, and are ſaid to hide and 
cover even a Multitude of them. But in 
nothing are you to be more careful to ex- 
reſs the Sincerity of your Repentance, than 
in a total Abſtinence from all manner of 
Impurity for the future; not only avoiding 
groſs Acts of Incontinence, but extending 
your Chaſtity eren to your Wards, and -,5 
Thoughts; 
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Thoughts; hating now to ſpeak, or think 
of thoſe Things, which before you were ſo 
fooliſhly blind as to eſteem a light Mat- 
ter to act. Without this, without ſuch an 
unblemiſhed Chaſtity and Continence for 
the future, your = Hep nag will come to 
nothing, your Tears have been ſhed in vain, 
and this Senſe of your -paſt Wickedneſs, 
which you at preſent expreſs, inſtead of be- 
ing ſerviceable to you, will turn into an 
Aggravation of your Guilt, and prove a 
Reaſon for encreaſing the Number of your 


Ant. Tam ſenſible of it, and that is what 
I dread. How ſhall I ever be able to re- 
frain? How ſhall I manage an head-ſtrong 
Appetite, which my evil Indulgence has 
ſullcred to grow unruly, and to govern ty- 
rannically ; inſtead of keeping it in Subjecti- 
on to Reaſon, as I ſhould: have done? I 
fear it is 1 the Ethio- 
pian change bis Skin ? Or the Leopard his 
Spots *——Then may I that am accuſtomed 
to do Evil, change into a different Crea- 
ture, and perſiſt to do Good. 
Bent. I am not inſenſible of the Diffieul- 
ty of breaking one's ſelf wholly of a long- 
confirmed Habit; yet is it a Thing by no 
means to be deſpaired of, eſpecially with 


fuch Aſſiſtance as you may obtain, if you 
heartily ask it, Set about it with Re olu- 
| | tion, 
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tion, implore the Aid and Supports of Di- 
vine Grace; let nothing be deficient on 

our part; and fear not Succeſs: God will 
be your Helper, and is any Thing impoſſi- 
ble with his Aſſiſtance? Begin then in- 
ſtantly; uſe the neceſſary means; apply all 
the helps you can think of; imprint in your 
Mind the Things you have heard; remem- 
ber that Incontinence is abſolutely forbid- 
den us; remember the great and ſolid Rea- 
ſons there are for its Prohibition; and how 
heavy its Guilt appears on Examination: Re- 
member that you have ſolemnly vowed, 
and engaged to abſtain from ſuch Pollution; 
imprint in your Mind a lively Senſe of the 
Folly, the Madneſs, the Ingratitude of ſuch 
a Courſe of Life ; make uſe of your Reaſon 
to excite in your ſelf a due Fear and Dread 
of God's Diſpleaſure, by conſidering how 
great, and how inſupportable an Evil it 
is; remember that it is no want of Cou- 
rage to fear the Almighty, but the Excel- 
lence of true and clear- ſighted Senſe; and 
that it is the contrary which is diſgraceful, 
as it expreſſes a moſt reproachful Abſence 
even of common Reflection. Have theſe 
Conſiderations always in your Mind: And 
frequently reflect that God is always with 
you, a ſtrict and vigilant Obſerver of all 
your Thoughts and Actions. 


Ant. 
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Ant. Thanks to my good Guide : But in- 
ſtruct me farther, I beſeech you, how I muſt 
act when any Temptation to Incontinence 
offers it {elf to me; for I know my Make, 
and my Frame, and dread my Frailty. 

Bent, In ſuch a Caſe, Antonio, firſt Turn 
away and fly from the Object immediately; 
becauſe the greateſt Danger will now be in 
the Violence of the firſt Aſſault; if you are 
not over-powered by that, you will eaſily 
be able to maintain your Ground afterwards 
againſt any Temptation. 2. When you are 
retired from the Sight of the Object that 
occaſioned the Alarm, then, face, as it were, 
about ; rally again your Reaſons, which were 
put into Diſorder by the Suddenneſs of the 
Impreſſion; ſet them once more in Array, 
ſtrengthen them by Reflection, and con- 
firm your ſelf from the View of them a- 
gainſt the Return of the Temptation, whoſe 
Attacks will now be fainter than before, 
and be repulſed with greater Eaſe If r 
ſtill preſſes upon you, oppoſe to it the dread 
Commands of your adorable Creator, and 
the Reaſon of the Caſe; oppoſe to it the 
aweful Thoughts of his Juſtice, and infinite 
Power to puniſh; conſider not only that it 
is in his Power to render you happy or mi- 
ſerable, according as he ſees you make uſe 
of your Reaſon, and regard his. Precepts, 
or not; but reflect alſo how inexpreſſibly, 


| and 
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and infinitely gracious he has been to you 
in innumerable Inſtances ; and ſay to your 
ſelf, How ſhall I do this great Wickedneſs, 
and diſpleaſe this moſt beneficent Being, to 
whoſe Goodneſs I am fo infinitely indebted ! 
Conſider that you have covenanted and 
ſworn to renounce the ſinful Luſts of the 
Fleſh; and fay to your ſelf, ah! Wretch 
that I am, — What Evil is this that aſſaults 
me? Is not this the Enemy I have renoun- 
ced and abjured? And I, negligent, have ſuffer- 
ed it to ſteal upon me, till it had almoſt 
over- powered my Weakneſs! Conſider fur- 
ther, what deſperate Madneſs it would be 
to comply with ſuch Motions, and ſay to 
our ſelf, when tempted to Evil by the 
leſh, How, my Fleſh! Has the Lord re- 
deemed me at 1o aſtoniſhing a Price ! Has 
He in Mercy converted me;and brought me 
to a Senſe of the great Sinfulneſs of Luſt ? 
And ſhall I now tranſgreſs ? Would not this 
be to ſee Hell before me, and yet chuſe it 
with the SatisfaCtion of my Luſt, rather than 
Happineſs and Glory, which muſt be ay 0 
with the ſmall Trouble of refuſing and ſub- 
duing it? Reflect alſo how mean and 
_ paltry a Satisfaction it is to which you are 
tempted, and ſay, Shall I forfeit my Hopes 
of everlaſting Happineſs, for ſo pitiful a 

Gain as this? Am I ſo Mad? — Is m 
Fooliſhneſs ſo great? Are my Paſſions fo 
abſolute ? 
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abſolute? Talk thus with your ſelf, on 
theſe Occaſions; and bring your Reſoluti- 
on to its former Firmneſs and Strength. 
How fine an Emblem has Homer ſet before 
us (of a Man violently excited and drawn 
to Pleaſure by his natural Appetites, but 
reſtrained and with- held by the ſtrongeſt 
Conſiderations that Reaſon can ſuggeſt) in 
that beautiful Fable of Ulyſſes failing by the 
Coalts.of the Hrens, and being tyed to the 
Maſt, leſt he ſhould be allured, and de- 
ſtroyed by their bewitching Muſick ? How 
forcible is the Temptation | How mad, 
how impatient his Appetites | But in vain 
they rage for Liberty, there is no ſtirring, 
he is held by firm Ligatures of ſtrong Cords, 
which to break is impracticable, and more 
are ſtill added to make it utterly impoſſible 
Juſt fo ſhould the Caſe be with you, however 
ftrongly Pleaſure may tempt, however ur- 
gent the fleſhly Appetite may be, look u 

on your ſelf to be tied faſter than Ubſſes 
was! Tied by Duty, Gratitude, Fear, 
Hope, confining your Hands, and faſtening 
your Feet as ſo many ſtrong Cords, which 
it is next to impoſſible to break; however if 
there ſeems to be any Danger from the Mad- 
neſs, and Rage of your Deſires, more mult 
be {till added, (as in the Fable,) and you 
muſt be bound like a Madman, while the 
frantick Fit is upon him. If Ulyſer's Lite 
| | | depended 
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depended on his Confinement, remember 
that much more depends upon yours / Think 
likewiſe how great, and how permanent a 
Satisfaction it will afterwards yield you to 
have thus denied, and got the Victory over 
your Appetite; ask your ſelf, if a tranſient 
Pleaſure, can countervail the continual De- 
light and Comfort, this Reflection will give 
you, eſpecially when ſuch Pleaſure muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be followed by Self-condemnati- 
on, and the Conſequences of it be either 
bitter Remorſe here, or more bitter Puniſh- 
ment hereafter, In ſhort, Let Reaſon exert it 
ſelf like a Champion, who ſtands up for 
the Delivery and Reſtoration of his Coun- 
try ; fight the Battles of Virtue, and va- 
liantly free it ſelf from the Attempts of 
the Paſhons to enſlave it. Having thus gi- 
ven the Enemy a Repulſe for the preſent, 
next humbly apply your ſelf to your Creator 
in Prayer, beſcech him to forgive your 
Weakneſs ; beſeech him never to leave you 
deſtitute of his Grace; beſeech him not to 
ſuffer your Enemy to triumph over you; 
profeſs that you deſire in Spirit to poſleſs 
oo Body in Chaſtity, and Purity; implore 
im to commiſerate the wretched State of 
your Mind, and to aſſiſt you in ſubduing 
the rebellious Appetites of the Fleſh, whoſe 
violent Aſſaults, not only give you continual 
Moleſtation, but frequently threaten to 
— volve 
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volve you in Ruin. If all this is not ſuffici- 
ent to tame and ſubjugate the vitious Ap- 
petite corrupted by too long Indulgence, have 
Recourſe to Faſting, and bodily Auſterities; 
Is it not better to undergo ſome voluntary 
Hardſhips and Severities here, for a few 
Days, till you have maſtered the Brute in 
you, than to ſuffer eternal Miſery hereafter 
as a Puniſhment for complying with, and 
encouraging the Evil? It ſhould be conſider- 
ed likewiſe, that thus to afflict the Fleſh is 
not only a proper Means to mortify its Luſts, 
not only a proper and natural Method to 
expreſs the great Sorrow, and Diſpleaſure 
— conceive for your paſt Tranſgreſſions, 
ut ſeems alſo to be a Penance, which you 
oughe in Juſtice to undergo to puniſh your 
ſelt for your former Iniquity, in allowing 
your ſelf ſo many ſtolen and unlawful De- 
lights. Add to all this, if you pleaſe, or 
find it neceſſary, (what I had not recom- 
mended laſt in this Caſe, had I not imagi- 
ned by your former Declarations and Con- 
duct, that you would chuſe to get rid of 
our Diſtemper without this Remedy, if 
oſſible;) — Add, I ſay, Matrimony.—1 
ow how ſeverely witty, Gentlemen of 
the Character you lately profeſt, are uſed 
to ſhow: themſelves in expoſing and reflect- 
ing on this ſacred Inſtitution; but, I ſup- 


poſe, my Friend, you are in no Humour to 
| | make 
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make Sport of, and jeſt upon Divine Ordi- 
nances om: This therefore is a proper Oc- 
caſion to tell you, that this profane Liber- 
ty of turning the holy State of Wedlock into 
Ridicule, which too many allow themſelves 
on all Occaſions, is highly wrong, unbe- 
coming, and evil. Can they find no other 
Subject to exerciſe their Wit upon, but this 
moſt wiſe, and excellent Inſtitution, which 
ſeems to be, in ſome Meaſure, the Baſis of 
the Dignity of our Nature, and to diſcrimi- 
nate us from Brutes; which is the Fountain 
of all the Tenderneſs, and Sweets of Affini- 
ty in its various Degrees; the great Cement 
of Society; the only ſure Foundation of 
Peace and good Order in the World; which, 
as ſerviceable to all theſe excellent Purpoſes, 
was ordained, and bleſſed by God himſelf, 
with a myſterious Reference to Things a- 
bove our Underſtanding; and, conſequent- 
ly, is highly ſacred? Which on all Accounts 
ought to be treated with Reſpect,” and on 
many with Reverence ? Can they put their 
Wit to no better Ule, I ſay, than to render 
ſo wiſe, and ſo holy an Inſtitution con- 
temptible? An Inſtitution wortby of all the 
Praiſe and Veneration that can poſſibly be 
given it! O, horrid Abuſe of ſo excellen a 
Talent! It is even a Diſgrace to our Natu e 
that Men are ſo evil, as to milapply in th s 


Manner the good Giits of the Spirit! The 
K- Goodaels 
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Goodneſs of God'beftows upon them ſharp 

and quick Faculties, and they employ — 
to affront the Being from whoſe Goodneſs 
they received them, by expoſing, and there- 
by hindering, and ſubverting to the beſt of 
their Power, a moſt admirable; and ſacred 
Inſtitution, Which he bimſelf >in his Wiſdom 
and Care of, us, ordained” for owr Goo) As 


highly as they value themſelves upon the 


Eineneſs of their Farts;, I had. rather be a 
Changeling, than have. Wit, and employ it 
ſo ill FP Tbeleech you therefore, Sir; as à ne- 
ceſſary Part of your Repentance, for the fu- 
ture not only to abſtain ſrom ſuch profane 


Raillery your ſelf, but alſo to —— dif- 


countenance it in others, to the utmoſt that 
Good-breeding will permit. | GINNY 

Ant. I am convinced that it is my Duty 
to do ſo; and am obliged to you for this 
Hint alſo. This is a Fault which, 1 hope, 


tere will be no great Diffieulty to correct ei. 
rher ia my ſelf or in others; becauſe, I perceive, 


it is nothing but Want of ſerious Reflection 
whieh draws us into it. For with Relation 
to out common Complaint'of the Failings of 
the other! Sex, I think, you have aid al- 
ready, that there is neither any" are 
nor Truth in the Charge. 

Bent. I believe there is not indeed; 1 
mile no doubt but there are as many gd 


any fade Wives, Aas kliere are Husbands 


deſerving 
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deſerving that Character; and, at- leaſt, as 
many unmarried Women poſſeſſed of all 'the 
neceſſary Qualifications to make a Man 
happy, as there are Batchelors endued with all 
the Qualities requiſite ta make them as caſy. 

Ant. To what then do you aſcribe the 
Infelicity of ſo many Matches? 

Bent. To want of Prudence in the Choice, 
or at leaſt to providential Misfortune, if 
the Fault lies chiefly on one Side ; but ge. 
nerally to that Vitiouſneſs of Temper, and 
IIl- humour, which is natural to both Sexes 
in our preſent Condition. This I look upon 
to be che true Source of all theſe Complaints; 
this is what has given Matrimony ſo ill a 
Name in the World, and occaſions It to 
ſuffer ſo much from the bitter Reflections 
of too many of both Sexes. ; But is there 
any juſt Reaſon for them? Is ſo good an In- 
ſtitution to be reflected on, and diſhonoured 
becauſe of our Worthleſneſs? Matrimony 
is good, but we are Evil, and abuſe that as 
we do many other good Things, to our 
Miſchief and Diſquiet. Is not Socicty evi- 
dently better on all Accounts than Solitude? 
And yet how often, through the Perverſe- 
neſs and croſs Humours of Mankind, do we 
ſee Inſtances where it would be better ſor a 
Man to have no Neighbours at all, than 
ſuch. as have fallen to his Lot? How, many 
are there who can no more live peaceably 
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with others, than they can with their Wives, 
or Husbands? Is Society to be evil ſpoken 
of for this? In ſhort, as I ſaid before, it 
is the Ill. humours of Fleſh and Blood which 
we indulge, inſtead of checking and endea- 
vouring to ſubdue, that give Occaſion for 
theſe Complaints; let not Matrimony be 
blamed when the Cauſe oſ our Uneaſineſs 
is chiefly in our ſelves; but let both Sexes 
ſtrive to correct their own Tempers, and it 
will ſoon be viſible how happy a Condition, 
and what a Bleſſing to human Life the mar- 
ried State, is. 181910 

Ant. But how if it is not convenient for 
me to Marry? i ln 7c 
Bent. If your Circumſtances make Ma- 
trimony inconvenient at preſent, you muſt 
honeſtly endeavour to live chaſtely without 
it, and be more diligent in uſing all other 
proper helps for that Purpoſe : It theſe will 
not do without it, of two Inconveniences 
the leſs is to be choſen, and Matrimony, I 
am ſure, is the leſs Inconvenience; for there 
can be no greater, than to incur the Diſ- 
pleaſure of your Creator, e ge his 
righteous Commands, and breaking your 
own Covenant of Holineſs and Purity. 
Ant. I am ſenſible of it. But after all 
you have ſaid in Commendation: of 1 ſatri- 
mony, and in Defence of the other 8 x, I 
cannot be perſuaded but that Marriage is 
Hot, : | running 
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running a great Hazard of altering your 
Condition for the worſe. 
Bent. 1 don't know but it is; but the 
Reaſon of ſuch Danger, I take to conſiſt in 
this, that on Account of the Badneſs of our 
Tempers, and uncorrected Humours, it is 
Odds whether either of the Parties behave 
themſelves afterwards as they ought: So 
that the Hazard does not lie chiefly on our 
Side, (it would be hard if it did, ) but is 
equal on both. If it ſhould be granted to 
be greater on one Side, than on the other; 
in my Judgement, the Diſadvantage would 
lie on the Side of the tenderer Sex, who ap- 
pear to me, to have more to dread from 
the Surlineſs and Ill-nature of Creatures who 
are conſcious of their Strength, and of the 
Authority beſtowed on them, and are for- 
ward enough to «ſe it, right or wrong; 
than we have to apprehend from any Mo- 
leſtation their particular Humours or Frail- 
ties may produce. So likewiſe, as to the 
— Point of Infidelity after Union, if there 
e ever any Difference in the Hazard in 
this Caſe, the Perſon ſo expoſed muſt im- 
pute it to the Imprudence of his or her 
Choice; otherwiſe the Scales are exactl 
even between them; for no wiſe Man wil 
marry any Woman whole Fidelity he does 
not think he may as ſecurely rely on, as 
ſhe on his; nor e contra. The Female, in- 
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deed, Come to have the Diſadvantage in 
this R ſpect alſo; Becauſe the DR of 
their Dgcovery:may; in ſome Caſes be great- 
WH becauſe, the Reſentment of the Man is 
more to be dreaded, and becauſe the juſt 
| Opinion. of the World makes this Crime 
more infamous in them, than in us. In 
dort, as to the Hazard of the Venture, (as 
r.as.1 can ſee,) they have tlie worſt of it: 
ut for our Part, if proper Preeaution be 
ed, I. ſoreſee no Danger of. our being as 
happy as is conſiſtent with the preſent Con- 
dition of Lite; if a Man would but addreſs 
eit to Heaven, (as in all Caſes of Con- 
0 nee-he ought.).;and lay, that he is de- 
bros. to ꝓreſerve himſelf from the Polluti- 
ons oß Fornicat ion, and in order thereto in- 
tends to marry, andi beſeeches the Directi- 
on and Bleſſing of Providence in his Choice 
oa Wife; and would then proceed to 
chuſe with as much Prudence as he can : 
and got promiſe himſelf too much imagina- 
ry, Happinels;'and-be wiſe enough afterwards 
to bear mall Difagreements in Humour 
With generous Compliance, or decent Com- 
plaiſance; let a, Man take this Courſe, I 
iay,; which. both Puty and Prudence ſhould 
Ks him to take, and I am of Opinion 
he will be fan from. havin Occaſion: to re- 
pent of his Marriage: Eſpecially when he 
receives from it the Addition of ſo . 
5 35D 7 44 ra bie 
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rable a Benefit, as being preſerved by it 
from ſo dangerous a Tranleffon of his 
Duty. If, therefore, you find on Experi- 
ence, there be a Neceſſity for it, only con- 
ſult your Prudence in the Affair, and mar- 
ry boldly, and in perfect Security of Heart; 
and be thankful to the Divine Goodneſs 
which has not given you: Appetites onh to 
torment, and tire you; but has it ſelf ap- 
rare Wedlock for your Relief, under 
rotection - whereof, ' you may ſatisfy your 
Deſires in an honourable. Way, with more 
Benefit to the Publick, and, I am of Opi- 
nion, with more Comfort to your ſelf. | 
Ant. I ſhall conſider of it. 
Bent. To conclude; do but remember, 
and make uſe of theſe Methods as you ſee 
proper; and, I think, there is no doubt of 
your becoming Maſter enough of your 72 
petite to abſtain from Fornication. I ſee 
nothing that is wanting to effect the Con- 
queſt, but the Concurrence of a hearty 
Good-will; bring that to the Work, and I 
look upon it as done: A willing Mind can —_ 
do Wonders; the moſt formidable Difficul- | 
ties ſhrink before it like Froth, and vaniſh 
into nothing; the hardeſt Undertakings be- 
come eaſy to it, when ſupported by the _ 
Divine Aſſiſtance, which will not be want- 
ing in your Caſe, if ſincerely implored. Be 
gin then without delay; apply your Mind 4 
by K 4 to { 
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to the Work, with Reſolution, and Good- 
will; and be aſſured of Succeſs. 150 
Ant. Ino longer doubt it; relying on the 
Succours of Divine Grace, I believe my 
ſelf able to effect it, and the Victory ſeems 
already half gained by force of that Belief.— 
O, what thanks ſhall-Lgive you, my Friend; 
how ſhall I ever be able to expreſs the 
Greatneſs: of my Obligation! It is im- 
poſſible !-I can only ſay, that the Kindneſs 
ou have ſthown:for my Soul, and the Bene- 
Fr it has received from you, will remain 
deeply imprinted on iny Spirit to Eternity ! 


Bent. Thank not me, Sir, but make your 


grateful Acknowledgements to the Mercies 
of God! There your Thanks are owing, 
not to me. Your Converſion is his Work, 
not mine; he ſent; he aſſiſted me; he ſpake 
by my Lips; his Grace worked with me, 
and wrought this Change on your Soul. To 
him offer your Thankigivings, as the firſt 
Fruits of his Grace, and your Praiſes as In- 
cenſe; and a welcome Reception may they 
find! As for me, I have Reward enough for 
what little I have performed in the Matter, 
in the Pleaſure of beholding the good Suc- 
ceſs of my Endeavobrs. A Pleaſure which 
makes ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion in my 
Mind, that I doubt not but I ſhall continue 


to have a lively Senſe of it for ever. O, the 
raviſhing Joy that I feel! The Sweetnels of 


it, 


it, is, as if a Man were to taſte a Drop of 
the Bliſs of Heaven! O, let me embrace 
ou my Brother! Not loſt, not a Veſſel of 
orrid Perdition, not a fearful Object, and 
Example of infinite Juſtice, and Wrath ! But 


one of the Redeemed of God, ele& in his 


Chriſt, and adopted into the Number of 
his Children, a joyful Inheritor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and the Glory to be 
revealed! O, God of all Mercies, we 
thank thee, for thy Goodneſs is infinite ! 
Who can——Thee, O, ever-blefſed Foun- 
tain of infinite Mercy, who wouldeſt gladly 
haye all Men be ſaved? But moſt of them 
obſtinately bent on Wickedneſs, will not; 
they reject thy Council, and will have none 
of thy Advice; they hear, and know that 
thou art of purer Eyes than to behold Evil, 


and can'ſt not look upon Iniquity ; that no 


Evil can dwell with thee ; nothing impure 
muſt remain in thy Preſence; yet they con- 
tinue to defile themſelves daily; they dege- 
nerate, ſet themſelves on the level with the 
Brute Beaſts, and regard nothing but their 
Bellies, and the Purſuit of their Luſts; all 
thy Goodneſs cannot prevail on them to 
maintain the Dignity of rational Creatures; 
all thy Calls to them to repent are ineffectu- 
al, and loſt; all thy long Sufferance to no 
Purpoſe, but their juſter Condemnation. 
Therefore Tophet is prepared of old, Foy: 

| ore 
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fore Hell hath opened its Mouth and en- 
larged its Borders, and thy Vengeance ſtay. 
eth bur 4 while ;- They, -Reprobate, mock 
at t rom, and make thy Anger their Jeſt, 
and thy Mercy their Scrn; but it will not 
be long! For thon feeſs that their Day is rob 
ming; then, becauſe thou haft called, and thej 
refaſed to hear; thou haſt ſtretehed ont thy 
Hand, aud nb Man regardel; berauſe they bave 
fet at nought all thy Commands, and mocked at 
2% Reproofe, thou -alſo will'ſt laugh at their 
Calamity,” and mock when their Fear cometh, 
when their Fear cometh like ” ſudden Deſolati- 
by." and their Deftrudtion lite a Whirlwind ! 
When D een Anguiſh eomerh upon them? 
Fit and righteous it is that it ſhould be ſo; 
that thou ſhouldiſt repay'their Contempt in 
Kind, that thou ſhould'ſt reward them 
according to the Evil of their Ways in thy 
Sight, and magnify thy juſtice on one 
Hand, as thy Goodneſs on the other! juſt 
and right are thy Ways, O, Father of Saints, 
and Judge of Sinners I ktiow, Antonio, 
you will excuſe. my Raptures at preſent ; 
o wonder that Lam tranſported bey ond my 
ſelf on fo joyful an Occaſion! © 
Anl. Excuſe them, Bentivolio! They are 
nobly adapted tothe SubjeA and proceed from 
the Larite Spirit who inſpited the reſt of your 
Diſcourſes. And now, Sir, be ſo good as to 
add to the former Obligations you have laid 
__ ak ie . 
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me under, by inſtructing me what my fu- 
ture Behaviour ought to be towards thoſe 
unhappy Women whom 1 have been faulty 
with; and towards , thoſe Men of Pleafure, 
who have been formerly Companions with 
me in my Debaucheries. 3 

Bent. As to the firſt, Antonio, where any 
poor weak Woman has been humbled by 
your Incontinence, you ought to endeavour, 
in particular, to make her alſo ſenſible of 
the Sin you have both committed; and ſince 
your eaſy Fortunes will afford it, not to let 

er now be reduced to Want, or be tempted 
to Evil any more for a Livelihood; but to 
vide for her comfortably, and continue 

r Friend as long as ſhe lives. If you did 
not find your ſelf fo inclined from the Im- 
pulſe and Generoſity of your Temper, which 
I truſt you will, you ſhould force your ſelf 
to do it, and look on it as Part of that 
Puniſhment, which you ought in Juſtice to 
lay on your ſelf, to extenuate in ſome Mea- 
ſure the Guilt of your former Iniquity. And 
then 2dly, as a Teſtimony of the Sinceri- 
ty of your Converſion, You ought now not 
only to be Virtuous your ſelf,” but to endea- 
your to promote and propagate Virtue in 
the World; and that ſo much the more, be- 
cauſe you have hitherto given too much 
Encouragement to Vice, both in your Ex- 
ample and Diſcourſe. Remember this, 
wit "mM 
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let it excite you to be more diligent and 
earneſt in the Advancement of Virtue, and 
the Cauſe of Religion. Striye to vacuate the 
Effects of your late Conduct; ſtrive to re. 
duce thoſe whom you hay formerly been- 
inſtrumental in corrupting, or confirming in 
Sin : Now you, through God's Mercy are 
conyerted, endeavour to conyert others ; do 
it heartily, and conſcientiouſly, as ſome A- 
mends for your former Behaviour; try to 
reclaim them likewiſe, if poſſible, and to 
make them Partakers of the Mercy you have 
und; watch proper Opportunities for this 
urpoſe, inſinuate your ſelf into their Affecti- 
ons, and Eſteem, in order to your good De- 
ſign on their Souls, reſs them warmly, you 
are now perfect Maſter of the Subject 
Set before them the Guilt and Danger of 
their preſent Way of Life, and, it poſſible, 
awaken their Reaſon to become ſenſible of 
it. Above all Things endeavour to excite in 
them a Dread of the vaſt and ,ponderous 
Crime of Adultery ; repreſent it to them in 
its true Light, as a horrid and moſt flagiti- 
ous Iniquity, a Crime that will conſume all 
that a Man hath, and is alone ſufficient to 
ſink the Soul into Perdition : Bid them 
look into Mr. Moolaſton's Religion of Na- 
ture delinzated, and ſee how heinous a 
Tranſgreſſion it is even of the Laws of na- 
tural Religion, This is the more neceſſary, 
wy | becauſe 
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becauſe I believe there are few who allow 
themſelves in the Vice of Incontinence, 
that have ſo much Conſcience as to make 
any great Scruple of this rin F wagon 
Sin. How' ſhould they indeed? How can 
it be expected, that they who indulge their 
Appetites in one unlawful Inſtance, ſhould 
have Power enough over them, to curb and 
keep them obedient in another : Tell even 
thoſe who through Satiety have forſaken 
their Vice, and live continently at preſent, 
that ſtill their = Tranſgreſſions ought to 
be remembered with Sorrow, and repented 
of with hearty Contrition. But theſe will 
be eaſily convinced; to gain the others, 
who are yet Slaves to their Luſts, will be 
the Labour; this will be the hard Part of 
your Task; this will require your Induſtry 
and Zeal; apply your ſelf to it earneſtly, 
repeat your Endeavours, be not diſcouraged 
by Repulſes ; every one you prevail on will 
be as a freſh Sacrifice of Atonement for 
your paſt Sins, a Sacrifice of ſweet-ſmelling 
Savour, and acceptable to the moſt High. 
Though you gain but one, the Action will 
be as an ineſtimable Gem in the Crown of 
Glory reſerved for you. Think alſo what 
Service you will do Religion if you ſucceed, 
and what Honour will hereby redound to 
your Creator himſelf; conſider how great 
an Evil and Misfortune it is, that ſo many 


Gentlemen, 


142 The May of Pleaſure Reformed. 
Gentlemen, otherwiſe of, great Worth 
ſhould be ſo much infected with.this perni- 
Religion flouriſh in our Age, if all theſe 
could be brought to be zealous in its Cauſe 
Whereas, bow much does it ſuffer at pre- 
pected. to ſuffer, through the Influence of 
their ill Example] All theſe are Motives to 
9587 40 our Induſtry in the Caſe, I hope 
| oy. Heck you as they ougbt. You acted 
before like à Miſſionary of Satan, labour 
ow. 25 an Apoſtle of Virtye;. you were too 
uccelstul. then, go now, and proſper as 
much! O, that ydu may! O, that this Diſ- 
courſe, when reported and improved by 
You, may prove an Occaſion of the Conver- 
lion of many! O, that your; Suceeſs upon 
others, may be equal to mine upon you! 
But the Wickedneſs of the Age gives me 
too much Occaſion to fear the contrary ! I 
am ſenſible how. it is with the Generality 
of Offenders, in this Rind, they lead their 
Eaves in this, Manner, till the Sum of their 
Iniquities is M great, that they donꝰt know. 
how to. think of repenting, and then are 
er fu to appear before that aweful Seat 
of Judgement, the Thoughts of which they 
continued to put far from them while a- 
live, And what khey muſt there: łxpect, 
the Scripture will tell you. This is the 
8 AT. 520 | Way 
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Way of them, and their Poſterity praiſe 
their Saying! But let not this, or any o- 
ther Conſideration, diſcourage us from uſing 
our Endeavours ; if they will hear us, we 
have gained our Brother; if not, if they 
prove as the deaf Adder that hears not the 
Voice of the Charmer, charm he neyer ſo 
wiſely, it muſt be as they will; our Duty 
is diſcharged: We muſt indeed pray ſtill for 
their Converſion, but ſince there is little 
Hope of prevailing on their Obſtinacy, and 
effecting it, let us take Care of our ſelves, 
and leave their incorrigible Folly to hazard 
the Event! All I can fay further in the 
'Gaſe;: is, that I am thoroughly convinced 
that ours is the prudenter Conduct; ſet our 
Comforts againtt their Pleaſures, and their 
Advantage over us even in this Life, is lit- 
tle, or nothing: In the mean time, we are 


ſecure, they expoſed to infinite Danger; 


we are encouraged by the noble Proſpect 
of infinite Good to come; this (theſe: tri- 


fling Satisfactions) is all the Good they muſt 


expect, and they know not how ſoon they 
may be deprived of this. In ſhort, their 
Portion even here, is that of Brutes ; ours, 
even here, ſuch as is ſuitable to rational 
Creatures; With reſpect to Futurity, 
They, I fear, would be even glad that their 
Lot might be to periſh like the Beaſt Oh 
aſpiring Minds are taught to Wr 
1 2 
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alted to the Condition of Angels. In a 
Word, Darkneſs may as well be ſet in Com- 
pariſon with Light, or Beaſts with Angels, 
as their Option may ſtand in Competition 
with ours 2168 Hani Sul! 
Ant. I am ſenſible of it ——Satisfy me 
in two Points more, and I have done. 
Bent. What are they, Antonio? * 
An. Whether Perſons may be eſteemed 
to live in a State of Fornication, and to 
contract the Guilt thereof, who live toge- 
ther as Man and Wife, without being 
bound to each other by a ſolemn and legal 
Contract? | 861 qi, 
Bent. To live in this Manner is indeed 
conſiderably leſs criminal, than for a Man 
or a Woman to allow themſelyes a general 
Liberty of Incontinence : The very Look of 
it is better at firſt Sight; as it ſpeaks great- 
er Modeſty ; as it does not ſhow ſuch, pe- 
tulant Laſciviouſneſs, and expreſſes ſomething 
of Continence with regard to the reſt of 
the Sex: To which may be added, that it 
anſwers, in part, the Deſign of Matrimony, 
in preſerving the Peace of the World, and 
the Digaity of the Species, as ſhe is ſuppo- 
ſed not to be common, but to be reſerved 
for him alone, and they two to be one Fleſh; 
as alſo that their Love may have ſome Re- 
ſemblance of conjugal Affection; and their 
Children not want Care, eſpecially if my 
55215 ca 
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call one another Husband and Wife, and fo 
are not aſhamed to acknowledge them. In 
ſhort, ſuch a Commerce as this, where a 
Man is true to one, is a wild and natural 
Sort of Wedlock, and is much better and 
decenter than that licentious Incontinence, 
which endeavours to introduce a beftial 
Community of Women. But ſtill it is ſinful: 
For as Matrimony is certainly a Divine In- 
ſtitution, and we can have no lawful Title 
to the Perſon of any Woman without it ; 
a Man who deſires to poſſeſs himſelf of any 
particular Woman, ought certainly to take 
the Courſe which both Divine and human 
Laws appoint ; and to acquire a juſt Right 
and Title to her, and to inveſt her in an 
undoubted Right to his Perſon, in ſuch a 
Manner, and according to thoſe Forms and 
Ceremonies, which the Laws and Cuſtoms 
of the Country they live in have eſtabliſhed 
for this Purpoſe. This is what he ought to 
do, and he fins if he does not, by tranſ- 
greſſing his own Duty; by tempting the 
Woman to the Breach of hers, and injuring 
her in that; and in drawing her into an 
Affair, where the Hazard ſhe is expoſed to 
is very great ; 'I mean, as ſhe has no Secu- 
rity of his Fidelity, but may quickly be for- 
faken, and left even with Children upon her 
Hands! He fins alſo (as I faid before) by 


injuring the Parents and Relations of the 
85 L Perſon 
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Perſon whom his Perſuaſions allure, into fuch 
2a Way of Life. He injures alſo the Chil- 
dren, which may be. the Iſſue of ſuch Coha- 
| bitation, who will never be able to wipe 
Out the Stain of their Mother's Character. 
In the mean time, both of them are under 
Brfarer Temptations to offend in the ſame 
Manner with others, (which, I fear, is ſel- 
dom, if ever, avoided on the Man's Part, 
as alſo to forſake one another; which hap- 
Tens their Caſe then is no better than 
hat of other Incontinents ; for it is only 


their remaining true to each other to the 


end, that can give it a handſomer Appear- 
ance. So that, let all this be conſidered, 
(and more might be mentioned, but we are 
8 tired) and no Man that fears God, or 
as any Concern for his Salvation, would 
7 engage, or continue in ſuch a Way of 
113 ny "3 
Ant. What then would you adviſe a Man 
to do, ſuppoſing him engaged in it at pre- 
D o 
Bent. It is a hard Queſtjon I aſſure you. 
Their having cohabited in this Manner, 
ſeems to have the Force of a ſolemn En- 
agement, which ought to have ſome 
eight : And therefore I would here recom- 
mend Marriage between them; the Jemiſb 
Law (Dent. xx1i. 28, 29, 30.) would bear 
me out in this, and ſhew that it ought, in 
2 ; 4 Reaſon 
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Reaſon and Strictneſs to enſue, But as in 
theſe Caſes it often happens, that the Man 
is vaſtly ſuperiour in Birth and Fortune to 
the Woman, I tear the World will not be 

enerous . enough to follow this Advice. 
d yet the Leaving the unhappy Creature 
whom a Gentleman of Figure hath thus 
abuſed, has in it great Hardſhip and Cruel- 
ty: But as their preſent Commerce is Cri- 
minal, it muſt not be perſiſted in. The 
moſt favourable Advice then that I can give 


to ſuch a one (and even for that I fear the 


rigid Caſuiſts would blame me) is this, That 
he break the Matter to her with all imagi- 
nable Softneſs, and tell her his Reſolution 
to converſe with her no more in this Man- 
ner; aſſuring her tliat it does not proceed 
from any Change of Inclination, bur only 
from a Senſe of the Guilt of ſuch Commerce; 
(of which he muſt endeavour to make her 
alſo ſenſible,) that it is for their common 
Good to have no farther Familiarity than 
ordinary Acquaintance for the future; that, 
as he had the Guilt, firſt, of tempting her, 
and then of humbling; and deflowering her, 
he will endeavour to make her the beit A- 
mends he is able for this Injury, by allow- 
ing her a handſome Maintainance as long 
as ſhe lives ; if there be any Children, that 
they alſo ſhall be provided for ; that it ſhs 
bas any Concern for her Salvation, ſhe ** 
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be careful to let no Man ſeduce her again ; 
that if ſhe has any Opportunity of marry- 
ing, ſhe is at Liberty to do it, but oug 

not to conceal from the Perſon her former 
Cohabitation with another; (a hard Arti- 
tle! But Juſtice and Honour oblige her to 
confeſs it, and ſhe injures him if ſhe does 
not; if he be a Man of Senſe and Generoſi- 
ty, he may be ſo pleaſed with the Virtue 
of ſuch Behaviour, as not to eſteem her the 
worſe,) that, as for his Part, he is reſolved 
(when. proper) to marry according to his 


0 
: 


Station in the World; — Till that happens, 
to live chaſtely, and repent of his Part of 
the Guilt of their Amour ; which indeed: he 
has moſt Occaſion to do, ſince he has not 
only ſinned equally in his own Perſon, but 
contracted the additional Guilt of ſeducing a 
pretty Creature to the preſent uneaſy Circum- 
ſtances. All this, as I ſaid, ſhould be perform- 
ed with as much Tenderneſs as poſſible; for 
even ſo it will make a Tragedy, and be a 
Copy of the Parting of Axeas from Dido. 
And this I ſpeak chiefly to the Man. As 
for the Woman, poor Creature, it is hard- 
ly to be expected that ſuch an Overture 

ould begin on her Part; — Is he not as 
a Husband to her? And ſhe to him perhaps 
a faithful Wife, both in Deſire and Affecti- 


on, how then can ſhe do it? Would it not 


be like tearing out her own Heart Fry 
2 Nene 
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I can ſay of her, is, that if ſhe ſhould have 
Grace and Courage enough to go through 
it, this. would be, indeed, pulling out her 
right Eye, and cutting off her Right- hand! 
And her Reward would be, to be numbered 
among the Martyrs for Chaſtity. What is 
your other Queſtion? „ 
Ant. — To know your Sentiments of 
Polygamy ? 66179 
Bent. I will give you my Opinon of it, 
in a few Words, and ſhow you how I 
think the Caſe is to be determined, both as 
to the Laghs, of natural Reaſon, and as to the 
Decree of revealed Religion concerning it. 
x. Then, as to natural Reaſon, — When 
we ſet it to enquire concerning the Original 
of Man, we find it moſt agreeable to Rea- 
ſon, to believe that the Creator made but 
one Man, and one Woman at firſt, from 
which the whole Race of Mankind are de- 
ſcended ; and not, either one Man, and ſeve- 
ral Women; orone Woman, andſeveral Men; 
_ or ſeveral of either Sex. If it be asked, How _ 
the firſt of theſe Opinions appears to be moſt 
agreeable to Reaſon ? I reply, That Reaſon, 
upon Examination, will diſcover this Me- 


thod to be every way wileſt, and beſt; and, 
conſequently, may reſt ſatisfied, that this 
was the Method which the Divine Wiſdom 
made choice of, | 


Ant; 
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Ant. How many Reaſon diſcover this Me- 
thod to be wiſeſt, and beſt? | 
Bent. As Having the moſt Simplicity, and 
being attended with the greateſt Adyan- 
tages; being evidently beſt calculated to 
promote Peace and Unity, and conſequent- 
ly, Happineſs in the Creation; as will ap- 
pear by the Compariſon: For, had there been 
one Man, and ſeveral Women, the Women 
might probably have been jealous of one 
another, and have contended for the Fa- 
vour of the Husband towards themſelves, 
and their particular Children, which might 
Have been attended with Diſquiet, and it may 
be, with other ill Conſequences. Had there 
been ſeveral Men, and one Woman, the 
Men would probably have Pe for 
her Love; and* Admiſſion of many have 
prevented the Encreaſe of the Species. Had 
there been ſeyeral of either Sex, (beſides 
that this Method had wanted that Simpl;- 
city, which the wiſe Author of Nature ſeems 
in all Things to approve,) if the Perſons 
themſelves had e e a Hobbiſt would 
queſtion ; yet the Children of Parents who 
were no way related, would not have been 
ſo likely to love and live in Friendſhip, as 
Perſons who were all deſcended from the 
fame Couple, and, conſequently, all of the 
fame Blood. For which Reaſons, the firſt 
Method being evidently the beſt, we may 


reſt 
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reſt confident, that the Divine Wiſdom choſe 
this, and not any other. Now the Infe- 
rence I draw from this, is, That the Creator, 
in the original Conſtitution of the World, 

ave us a Pattern to follow, and expreſſed 
2 Liking and Approbation that one Man 
ſhould poſſeſs no more than one Woman. 
For why ſhould any of his Children be al- 
lowed a greater Privilege in this Caſe, than 
the firſt Man himſelt. ——If he was not per- 
mitted to have more, becauſe of the evil 
Conſequences I have mentioned, the ſame 
Reaſon will hold againſt this Liberty being 
allowed to any of his Poſterity. To which, 
as a farther Argument againſt it, may be 
adjoined, that the Number of Male Births, 
according to the beft Calculation, being ra- 
ther greater than that of Female, this Li- 
berty muſt neceſſarily deprive many Males 
of the Females that ought in Juſtice to fall 
to their Share. I know it is. commonly re- 
plied that this Over - plus of the Males is de- 
ſigned to anſwer the Conſumption of them 
made by Wars, and Sea-Voyages; and ſo 
it may; — But what then? Are all theſe 
Perſons, thus conſumed, to live without 
Wives? If not, how will there be enow 
for them, if Men are allowed a Plurality 
of Women? And if there are not enow for 


them, not only are they deprived: of the 


Right they have to one Woman, . but the 
N Encreaſe 
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= _ Encreaſe of the Species will be conſiderably 
leſs, which is contrary both to the Intenti- 
5 of the Creator, and to the Good of the 
Publick. And ſo much for natural Reaſon, 
which may ſhow us, that tor one Man to 
have but one Woman, is the moſt conveni- 
ent, and beſt Method, and was certainly 
ſet us as a Pattern by the Divine Wiſdom 
it ſelf.—As for revealed Religion, it con- 
firms this Notion, and aſcertains the Mat- 
ter, by ſhowing us that the Creator origi- 
nally made one Man, and one Woman, gi- 
ving us thereby an Exemplar to follow, 
and declaring that the Husband and Wife 
ſhould be one Fleſb;— They Twain, em- 
— And not he, and his Wives, 
w many ſo ever he might have; for it 
muſt be — that if he had two, three, 
or four Wives, it might properly enough 
have been ſaid, That they ſhould all be one 
Fleſh ; for all the Wives being one Fleſh 
with the fame Perſon, they muſt all be reci- 
procally one, and the ſame Fleſh, accor- 
ding to a known Axiom. But inſtead of this 
it is emphatically expreſſed, They Twain: 
Implying that no Man ſhould have more 
than one Woman at a time. It is true in- 
deed the Patriarchs, and the Jemiſh Nation 
deſcended from them, were indulged in the 
Liberty of taking Women of-other Nations 
made Captive in War, or purchaſed, 1 
a rn tl ene 
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the Degree of inferiour Wives; for which 


Indulgence ſeveral Reaſons may be aſſigned, 
as that this was permitted to further their 
Encreaſe in the midſt of idolatrous Nations; 
(for though the general Encreaſe of the Spe- 
cies is better promoted by every Man's ha- 
ving his Wife, than by one Man's having 
many, and another none, yet any one Man 
may certainly have more Children by ſeve- 
ral Wives than by one,) that they had lived 
among a People where they had been ac- 
cuſtomed to the Sight, and perhaps Practice 
of Polygemy; and alſo, leaſt the Heat of the 
Climate, and of their natural Conſtitution 
might Occaſion their falling into Fornicati- 
on, Adultery, and other Impurities. To 
which we may add, That the Divine 
Wiſdom ſeems not only to have had theſe 


| Reaſons in view, but to have regarded 


the Condition, even of the Women them- 
ſelves, who being in a Country where 
the Laws prohibited any Few formally to 
marry them, and that they, or their Chil- 
dren ſhould be capable of Inheriting, it 
was certainly better that the Jews ſhou!d 
be permitted to take them thus for Life, 
as a lower fort of Wives, and be obli- 
ged to take care of them, and their Chil- 
dren, than that they ſhould be left to be de- 


bauched by their Maſters without any far- 


ther regard to them, or their Off. ſpring. But 
M however 
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Matter, the Chriſtian Religion, the Deſign 


which was to introduce univerſal Righte- 


bpDufneſs, and to ſettle every Thing on its | 
Proper Foundation, abſolutely refuſes its Pro- f 


Man ſhould have his peculiar Wife, (1 Cor. 

Vii. 2.) not Wives, and that as it was in 1 
the Beginning they Twain, and wo more, | 

ſhould be one Fleſh. © And accordingly you | 
never heard of any Man who preſumed to [| 
Marry more than one Wife, but what was 9 
ſeverely cenſured by the Church, as ſoon as it q 
= +. Was apprized of the Matter, And upon 

=: this Determination of Chriſtianity, are 


teffors this Liberty: Appointing that every | | 


founded the Laws which have been eſtabliſh- 1 
ccc in all Chriſtian Countries with Relation F 
do this Point.—— Thus ſtands the Caſe with 5 

Reſpect to Pohgamy, fo that you ſee if we if 
„ will obferve the Preſcriptions of Chriſtiani- | 
ty, we muſt have Commerce with but one l 
Woman, and that Woman muſt be lawful- 11 
ly wedded, and joined to us by God. i A 
Have [ anſwered your Defire ? I 
| Ant. You have, and from this Moment are | 

=» more dear to my Soul than ever. To you 0 

= F owe all the true Comfort I {hall ever en- | | 

4 joy: To you I owe my very Soul, which I 

7 without your friendly Care, had been utter- 

9 ly ruined, ra ah 8 
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cout of his fatherly Care for you, excitèſ m 
to this Attempt ; to him, who made your 
Ear obedient, and inclined you to hear ts 
Voice of Reaſon, who happily ſucceeded © * 
me in this great Undertaking, and touched 
your Heart with Remorſe, and a Senſe of 
| your Duty. All that you owe to me is 

| Love, and I am ſatisfied, Antonio, after his — 

Reformation, mult and will be a more val. 
ble Friend than he was before. 

4 And here let us End, for my Spirits are 

* quite exhauſted with the Length and Ea. 

neſtneſs of my Diſcourſe. 

Ant. No Wonder: But grant me, Benti- 
1 volio, yet two 2 Firſt, Stay and re- 
freſh your ſelf with me, for it is now my 
| Dinner time, and then promiſe to go with he 
1. me in a Day or twoeto Acraſia ; aſſiſt me b 
to break with her in the leaſt choquing ® 
3 Manner, to convince her of her Crime, and 
* make her alſo a Convert, if we can: And _— 
as for my felt, I will readily advance any 1 
Il reaſonable Sum, to enable her to live Virtu- 
ouſly for the future. | 

Bent. J applaud your Deſign, and with 


% 
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| * 

| | Pleaſure agree to it. 
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